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FROM THE PUBLISHERS 


A concise dictionary of social and political 
terms is being published for the first time and 
aims to acquaint the foreign reader with the ba¬ 
sic concepts of the theory of scientific commu¬ 
nism, political economy and philosophy. 

This dictionary is mainly intended for those 
studying Marxist-Leninist theory by books of the 
ABC of Social and Political Knowledge series, 
and should be a useful supplement to the series. 

Remember that the headings of the entries to 
which reference is made are printed in italics, 
while in the text the words making up the head¬ 
ings are designated by the initial letter or letters 
(for example, Foreign Policy - F.P.). 






Abolitionism, a social movement to get 
a law repealed. 

Absolutism, absolute monarchy, a despotic 
form of state rule based on tyranny under which 
all political power (legislative, judicial and exec¬ 
utive) resides entirely in one person the mon¬ 
arch. 

The Abstract and the Concrete, philosoph¬ 
ical categories describing theoretical knowledge 
of an object. By abstract knowledge is meant 
knowledge that is incomplete and one-sided and 
reflects individual aspects and features of specific 
objects in abstraction from their other aspects 
and properties. But cognition is true only when 
it is concrete, when it perceives objects and 
phenomena of reality in the integral unity of 
their aspects. This movement of thinking is called 
ascent from the abstract to the concrete. 

Abstraction, the mental process of isolation 
of some properties and links of an object from the 
others in disregard of the latter. The notion ob¬ 
tained as a result of this process is also called 
an A. 

Aesthetics, a science about the beautiful in 
reality, the peculiarities of man’s aesthetic under¬ 
standing of the world and the general principles 
of creativity according to the laws of beauty, 
including the laws of development of art 
as a special form of the aesthetic reflection of 
reality. 

Aggregate Social Product (gross product), 
all the products made by a society over a given 
period of time (usually a year). In its natural and 
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material form it is made up of means of produc¬ 
tion and articles of consumption; in its value 
form it is made up of the value of the material 
used in social production which must be compen¬ 
sated (wear and tear of machines and equip¬ 
ment, production buildings and structures, raw 
and other materials, etc.) and of the newly creat¬ 
ed value which goes for consumption by the pop¬ 
ulation and extended reproduction. 

Aggression, under the UN Charter, unlawful 
use of armed force by one state against the sov¬ 
ereignty, territorial inviolability or political inde¬ 
pendence of another state or nation. 

Agitation, oral, printed and visual political 
activity influencing the masses’ consciousness 
and mood to motivate them to political partici¬ 
pation. In socialist countries A. is an important 
means of mobilising the people to build socialism 
and communism; in capitalist states it is used in 
the political struggle between classes and be¬ 
tween parties. 

Agnosticism, a philosophical doctrine which 
holds that it is impossible to completely and truly 
cognise the essence of things and reality. A. con¬ 
fines the role of science to mere cognition of ex¬ 
ternal aspects of phenomena rather than their es¬ 
sence. 

Agrarian Crises, crises of overproduction in 
capitalist agriculture resulting in greater stocks of 
unsold agricultural produce, lower prices, and 
accelerated ruin of small and medium farmers. 

Agrarian Reforms, measures taken by 
a state to change agrarian relations and the 
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forms of landownership. The nature of the social 
system and state power determine in whose inter¬ 
ests and on what basis these reforms are carried 
out. During the bourgeois revolutions in some 
capitalist countries, agrarian reforms were anti- 
feudal and speeded up the development of capi¬ 
talist relations. In the people’s democracies of 
Central and Southeast Europe and Asia, A.R. 
aimed to abolish landlord property by confiscat¬ 
ing the landed estates and handing them over to 
the peasants free of charge or at a small price. 

Agriculture, Co-operation of, the process 
of involving small scattered peasant holdings into 
different types of co-operation. In the transition 
period from capitalism to socialism it is a form of 
socialist transformation of agriculture. Lenin’s co¬ 
operative plan provides a theoretical basis for 
C.A. 

Agriculture, Socialist Transformation 

of, formation of socialist production relations in 
the countryside. It implies creating large state 
enterprises and gradually unifying small farms 
into large-scale collective socialist farms (see 
Co-operation Agricultural). 

Agro-Industrial Complex, the totality of 
economic sectors engaged in producing, process¬ 
ing and marketing of agricultural produce, and 
servicing agricultural production. 

Alienation, transformation of the fruit of hu¬ 
man activity (products of labour, social and po¬ 
litical relations, morality, scientific theories, 
forms of social consciousness), and of human 
qualities and abilities into something indepen- 
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dent of man, alien to and dominating over him. 
In the economic sphere, A. is expressed in domi¬ 
nation of private ownership (the products of la¬ 
bour do not belong to those who produce them), 
in labour being made into a forced activity im¬ 
posed on man, and in the opposition of the inter¬ 
ests of different classes. 

All-Union Leninist Young Communist 
League (YCL, Komsomol), a mass youth orga¬ 
nisation of the USSR; an active assistant and re¬ 
serve of the CPSU working under its guidance. 
Under Article 7 of the USSR Constitution, the 
YCL, along with the trade unions and other 
public organisations, participates, in accordance 
with the aims laid down in their rules, “in man¬ 
aging state and public affairs, and in deciding 
political, economic and social and cultural mat¬ 
ters”. 

The YCL’s primary purpose is to educate con¬ 
scious highly-educated young builders of a com¬ 
munist society who are devoted to their socialist 
homeland. Founded at the First All-Russia Con¬ 
gress ofYoung Worker and Peasant Unions, held 
from 29 October to 4 November 1918, the YCL 
was named after Lenin in 1924. 

All-Union Young Pioneer Organisa¬ 
tion, a mass communist organisation for children 
and teenagers in the Soviet Union. Founded in 
1922, it was named after Lenin in 1924. The 
main task of the organisation is to educate the 
younger generation in a spirit of communist con¬ 
sciousness and morality, to foster in children pat¬ 
riotism and internationalism, devotion to the 
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CPSU, and loyalty to the revolutionary, militant 
and working traditions of the Soviet people, and 
prepare them for joining the YCL (Komsomol). 
The leading body is the A.U.Y.P.O. Central 
Council. The organisation maintains contacts 
with children’s organisations of many countries. 

Analysis and Synthesis, the processes of 
practically or mentally breaking up a whole into 
parts and recombining the parts into a whole. 
Analysis is a method of studying objects which 
makes it possible to disjoint individual parts 
from the whole and examine them indepen¬ 
dently. Since a complex object is not merely 
a sum of parts, it is necessary to employ another 
method synthesis to recreate the object in 
thought. 

Anarchism, a petty-bourgeois social and po¬ 
litical current which rejects state power and any 
political organisation of society. 

Anarcho-syndicalism, a petty-bourgeois 
opportunist current in the labour movement. 
Like anarchism, many of whose ideas it assimilat¬ 
ed, A. in the labour movement was directed 
against political forms of class struggle and the 
leading role of the Marxist party. Proponents of 
A. saw economic strikes, sabotage, boycotts and 
the like as the principal means of opposing capi¬ 
talism. A. arose in the late 19th century and had 
a following mainly in France, Italy, Spain, Swit¬ 
zerland, and Latin America. Prior to the Second 
World War it had considerable influence in the 
international trade union movement, but the in¬ 
creased influence of communist and workers’ 
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parties and the upsurge of the revolutionary 
movement in capitalist countries following the 
war drastically undermined A. 

Anarchy of Production, chaotic develop¬ 
ment of social production when economic laws 
operate spontaneously. A.P. is typical of com¬ 
modity production based on private property in 
the means of production. Under capitalism, A.P. 
is universal and destructive, leads to major eco¬ 
nomic upheavals and is a direct cause of eco¬ 
nomic crises of overproduction. The principal 
contradiction of capitalism between the social 
character of production and the private- 
capitalist form of appropriation is manifested 
above all as a contrast between the organisation 
of production at individual enterprises and the 
A.P. within the capitalist economy. 

Anti -communism, the principal ideological 
and political instrument of the present-day im¬ 
perialist bourgeoisie. With the changed balance 
of forces in favour of socialism, imperialist reac¬ 
tionary circles, which express the interests of the 
military industrial complex, have been elaborat¬ 
ing the strategy and tactics of A., creating and 
financing special centres for anti-communist 
propaganda. The ideologists of the bourgeoisie 
are trying to prevent the spread of Marxism- 
Leninism among the masses. The forces of A. see 
it as their main objective to strike a blow against 
the world communist movement, “erode” social¬ 
ist society and its ideology, divide the socialist 
countries, and weaken the anti-imperialist forces. 

Apartheid, the policy of racial discrimination 
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and segregation practised by the South African re¬ 
actionary ruling quarters against the indigenous 
African population and in large degree against 
immigrants from India. The Africans are forced 
to live in reservations (renamed Bantustans in 
1959), have no civil rights, receive lower wages 
than their white counterparts, etc. 

Armed Uprising, a form of class struggle, 
open action with arms in hand by a class or a so¬ 
cial force against the existing political power. 
Most often it is part and parcel of revolution and 
occurs when the dominant classes employ violent 
repressive measures in an effort to hold on to 
power. While regarding A.U. as the supreme 
form of class struggle, Marxists do not absolutise 
it. They do not reject the possibility of the prole¬ 
tariat gaining power peacefully. 

Art, creative activity that reflects reality in ar¬ 
tistic images embodying man’s aesthetic attitude 
to it (painting, sculpture, fiction, theatre, cine¬ 
matographic art, music, choreography, and the 
like). A form of social consciousness. 

Atheism, a system of scientifically substan¬ 
tiated views rejecting belief in the supernatural 
and denying the existence of God and religion in 
general. 

Automated Management System, a sys¬ 
tem of technical means and mathematical meth¬ 
ods permitting automated collection and process¬ 
ing of the information necessary for more effec¬ 
tive management. A.M.S. are based on compu¬ 
ters and other electronic devices for processing 
and transmitting information and are used at 
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large industrial enterprises and in production 
amalgamations. In socialist countries economic 
management bodies (planning, statistical, finan¬ 
cial and banking, etc.) have specialised A.M.S. 

Balance of Payments, the difference be¬ 
tween payments into and out of a country over 
a certain period. An active B.P. means that in¬ 
coming payments exceed outgoing, while a pas¬ 
sive B.P. signifies the opposite. 

Banknotes (paper money), promissory notes 
put out by banks of issue and replacing coins in 
circulation. 

Banks, credit and financial institutions which 
accumulate temporarily free funds and savings 
and lend them, carry out money transactions, 
discount bills, issue money and securities, con¬ 
duct gold and foreign currency operations, and 
so on. There are banks of issue, commercial (de¬ 
posit), investment, hypothecary or savings 
banks. 

Basis and Superstructure, notions of histori¬ 
cal materialism. Basis is the totality of the histor¬ 
ically determined production relations underlying 
superstructure. Superstructure is the totality of 
the ideological relations and views politics, 
law, morality, religion, philosophy, art and 
the organisations and institutions corresponding 
to them (the state, parties, church, etc.). 

Being, a notion in materialist philosophy de¬ 
signating the entire world around us, which 
exists objectively, independent of our conscious¬ 
ness. The most important feature of B. is its mate¬ 
rial character. Because it is material, it is eternal 
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and primary in relation to consciousness and de¬ 
termines its functioning and development; con¬ 
sciousness is secondary and is a reflection of B. 

Bipartisan System, a system existing in 
some capitalist countries under which the two 
largest bourgeois parties periodically succeed 
each other in power and secure the interests of 
the dominant class; in the USA they are the Re¬ 
publican and the Democratic parties, in Great 
Britain — the Conservative and the Labour par¬ 
ties, and so on. The B.S. does not preclude exis¬ 
tence of other parties. It ensures that the bour¬ 
geoisie remains in power regardless of which 
party wins the election, while creating a sem¬ 
blance of democracy and an election fight. 

Bond, a security giving the holder the right to 
receive income in the form of a fixed percentage 
of its nominal value. A B. has to be redeemed (re¬ 
paid) within a stated period. In capitalist coun¬ 
tries B. are issued by the state and joint stock 
companies; in socialist countries they are issued 
by the state. 

Bourgeoisie, the ruling class of capitalist so¬ 
ciety, owner of the means of production, and ex¬ 
ploiter of hired labour. The source of the capital¬ 
ists’ income is surplus value. The B. comprises 
big, middle and small capitalists, with the big B. 
playing the decisive role in the economic and po¬ 
litical life of capitalist countries. The B. was 
a progressive class in the epoch of the formation 
of capitalism. The bourgeois revolutions between 
the 16th and 19th centuries established the bour¬ 
geoisie’s economic and political dominance. 
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When the proletariat appeared on the world 
scene as an independent class, the B. became 
more reactionary and under imperialism it is the 
main obstacle to social progress. In developing 
countries the national B. plays a dual role: it 
takes part in the anti-imperialist and anti-feudal 
movement, but as the class struggle inside the 
country heightens a part of the national B. might 
go over to the side of internal reaction. Socialism 
removes the socio-economic conditions for the 
existence of the B. 

Bourgeoisie, Dictatorship of, political 
domination of the class of capitalists, the system 
of political suppression of the working people in 
capitalist society. Unlike the dictatorship of pre¬ 
vious ruling classes (slaveowners, feudal lords), 
the D.B. is usually cloaked in various democratic 
forms in which the worker is formally free and is 
not personally dependent on the employer. Ac¬ 
tually, however, under the D.B., the masses have 
no real possibility fully to exercise the rights and 
freedoms enshrined in constitutions. 

Buddhism, a world religion which was 
founded in India in the mid-6th century B.C. by 
Siddhartha, called the Buddha (the Enlight¬ 
ened). B. focuses on the individual, preaching re¬ 
lease from desire, which is the original cause of all 
suffering, and the achievement of a state of 
complete aloofness from the outside world. B. 
preaches humility, submissiveness and reconcili¬ 
ation with reality. B. is practised in a number of 
Asian countries. 

Capital, a value which brings its owner sur- 
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plus value as a result of exploitation of hired 
workers. The owner of C. a capitalist buys 
labour power and means of production on the mar¬ 
ket, brings them together in the production pro¬ 
cess and obtains commodities whose value is 
greater than that of the money spent on them. 
Marx’s universal formula of C. is: M C M', 
with M being the variable and constant C. ad¬ 
vanced, C the commodity produced, and M' the 
sum of money with an increment, which is what 
makes up surplus value. Depending on the 
sphere in which it functions, C. takes the form of 
industrial, loan or trade capital, and under im¬ 
perialism finance capital. 

Capital, Accumulation of, conversion of 
surplus value into capital. With the develop¬ 
ment of capitalism there is an increase in the 
amount and rate of surplus value and in the 
share of surplus value that goes for accumulation. 

Capital, Centralisation of, growth of capi¬ 
tal resulting from the merger of several capitals 
or the absorption of one capital by another. 
A very important form of C.C. is joint stock compa¬ 
nies. 

Capital, Concentration of, process of 
growth in the magnitude of capital by turning 
part of surplus value into additional capital. 
C.C. makes production more large-scale and 
speeds up socialisation of labour. C.C. is supple¬ 
mented and accompanied by centralisation of 
capital. 

Capital, Organic Structure of, the value 
structure of capital (relation of constant to vari- 








able capital ) determined by its technical struc¬ 
ture (relation of the quantity of means ojproduction 
to living labour). Tends to increase with scien¬ 
tific and technical progress. Typical of capitalist 
production is a steady rise in the O.S.G. in both 
industry and agriculture, but this growth takes 
antagonistic forms and is connected with an in¬ 
crease in the rate of surplus value, relative over¬ 
population and greater chronic unemployment, 
and a deterioration in the condition of the prole¬ 
tariat (see Universal Law of Capitalist Accumula¬ 
tion) . 

Capital, Primary Accumulation of, the 

process of forcibly turning the mass of small com¬ 
modity producers (largely peasants) into wage¬ 
workers by separating them from the means of pro¬ 
duction and turning those means and money into 
capital. Historically it preceded capitalism and 
hastened its emergence. P.A.C. led to the forma¬ 
tion of the proletariat, on the one hand, and the 
bourgeoisie, on the other. 

Capitalism, a socio-economic formation 
based on private ownership of the means of pro¬ 
duction and exploitation of hired labour by capi¬ 
tal. It arose in the epoch of the decline of feudal¬ 
ism (16th c.); its birth is linked with the primary ac¬ 
cumulation of capital. C. developed on the basis of 
simple commodity production and is its highest 
stage, at which labour power becomes a commod¬ 
ity. The principal economic law of C. is the pro¬ 
duction and appropriation of surplus value. 
Competition forces the capitalists constantly to 
increase their capital and improve production, 
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thus rapidly developing the productive forces 
and aggravating the basic contradiction of capi¬ 
talism that between the social character of 
production and the private capitalist form of ap¬ 
propriating its results. Capitalism’s contradic¬ 
tions are manifested in periodic economic crises. 
Greater concentration and centralisation of pro¬ 
duction and capital leads to the emergence and 
domination of capitalist monopolies. At the turn 
of the 20th century, C. developed into its highest 
and final stage — imperialism. Under C. a highly 
organised and united army of the proletariat is 
formed, one destined to overthrow the power of 
capital, eradicate all forms of exploitation and 
build socialism. 

Capitalism, Basic Contradiction of, con¬ 
tradiction between the social character of pro¬ 
duction and the private capitalist form of ap¬ 
propriation of its results. It expresses the contra¬ 
diction between the level of development of the 
productive forces and the character of production re¬ 
lations, the contradiction between labour and 
capital, and is the main cause of economic crises. 
The B.C.C. is abolished by a socialist revolution 
which replaces private capitalist ownership with 
social ownership. 

Capitalism, Basic Economic Law of, the 

law of the movement of capital. The content of 
the B.E.L.C. is production of as much surplus 
value as possible through intensified exploitation 
of wage-workers. The law expresses the basic 
production relation of capitalism — exploitation 
of hired labour by capital. Operation of the law 
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aggravates the basic contradiction of capitalism. 

Capitalism, General Crisis of, the 
period of internal decomposition and break-up of 
the world system of capitalism, and the breaking 
away of more and more countries from that sys¬ 
tem. The principal feature of the G.C.C. is the 
division of the world into opposite socio¬ 
economic systems: socialism and capitalism, and 
the economic, political and ideological struggle 
between them. Russia was the first country in 
which a socialist revolution established the new 
social system (in October 1917). Russia was later 
followed by a number of countries in Eastern 
Europe, Asia and Latin America. Socialism be¬ 
came a world system. At the present stage, the 
world system of socialism is a decisive factor of 
humanity’s development. The G.C.C., which has 
gripped the economy and government, politics 
and ideology of capitalist countries, is deepening, 
as is seen from the aggravation of inter-imperialist 
contradictions, intensified militarisation of the ca¬ 
pitalist economy, chronic underloading of produc¬ 
tion capacities and mass chronic unemployment, 
inflation, etc. With the worsening G.C.C. and the 
greater economic strength and authority of world 
socialism, under the influence of the stepped-up 
national liberation struggle, young national states 
have been able to choose non-capitalist develop¬ 
ment. The G.C.C. embraces the historical epoch 
of the transition from capitalism to socialism on 
a world-wide scale. 

Category, the most general notion reflecting 
the basic properties and uniformities of the phe- 
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nomena of objective reality and determining the 
character of the scientific and theoretical think¬ 
ing of an epoch ( matter, motion, consciousness, qual¬ 
ity and quantity, etc.). 

Cause and Effect, philosophical categories 
reflecting the universal connection between ob¬ 
jects and phenomena. Cause is a phenomenon 
that gives rise to another phenomenon, which 
thus becomes an effect. Cause is objective and 
material, i.e. it is a property of the objects and 
phenomena of reality themselves. Cause always 
precedes effect, and effect, in its turn, exerts a re¬ 
verse impact on cause. 

Chauvinism, an extremely reactionary form 
of bourgeois nationalism. A policy of C. aims to 
whip up hatred and hostility toward other na¬ 
tions and peoples. C. preaches national exclu¬ 
siveness of one nation that is supposed to have 
been chosen to rule over other “inferior” nations 
and races (see Nationalism, Racism). 

A variety of chauvinism and nationalism is 
great-power C.— the ideology and policy of 
a nation’s ruling exploiter classes, which hold the 
leading position in the state and proclaim their 
nation the “supreme” one. 

Christianity, one of the so-called world re¬ 
ligions (along with Buddhism and Islam). C. 
arose in the middle of the first century A.D as 
a protest movement of slaves and destitute people 
of the Roman Empire. Christian communities la¬ 
ter lost their democratic character and formed 
a large religious organisation headed by the pro¬ 
fessional clergy. By the 4th century C. had ceased 
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to be a persecuted religion and became the offi¬ 
cial state church of the Roman Empire. In the 
early Middle Ages, C. began to branch off into 
independent directions, the principal ones being 
Catholicism, Orthodoxy and Protestantism. 

Civil War, organised armed struggle for 
state power between classes and social groupings; 
the fiercest form of class struggle. Types and 
forms of C.W. are slave uprisings, peasant wars, 
armed struggle against an exploiter government, 
etc. Following the Great October Socialist Revolu¬ 
tion in Russia, a C.W. was unleashed by the 
toppled exploiter classes. 

Civilisation, the level, stage of development 
of material and intellectual culture. 

Class Struggle, the struggle between so¬ 
cial classes with antagonistic interests. The en¬ 
tire history of society, from the appearance of 
private ownership of the means of production 
and the emergence of classes, is a history of con¬ 
tinuous class struggle between the exploited and 
the exploiters. C.S. is the motive force of develop¬ 
ment of all antagonistic socio-economic formations 
and leads to social revolution. 

Classes, Social, large groups of people di¬ 
ffering in their place in the historically deter¬ 
mined system of social production, in their rela¬ 
tion to the means of production, their role in the 
social organisation of labour, and therefore in 
their method of obtaining social wealth and the 
share of that wealth which they possess. In all so¬ 
cio-economic formations with antagonistic classes 
some classes exploit and dominate over others. In 
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slave-owning society these were the slave-owners 
and the slaves, in feudal society the feudal 
lords and the serfs, in capitalist society — the 
bourgeoisie and the proletariat. 

In socialist society C. do exist, but there are no 
class antagonisms. 

Clericalism, a social and political current 
seeking to enhance the positions of the Church 
and religion in society’s political and cultural life. 
C. not only uses Church organisations with their 
far-flung apparatus but also has its own large po¬ 
litical parties in many capitalist countries (for 
example in the FRG and Italy), and sets up its 
own trade-union, youth, women’s and other or¬ 
ganisations. 

Coalition, an association, union or agree¬ 
ment of states, political parties, trade unions and 
other organisations to achieve common political, 
military, or economic goals. The anti-Hitler C. 
was formed during the Second World War. 

Cognition, a social and historical process of 
human activity aimed to reflect objective reality 
in man’s consciousness and resulting in new knowl¬ 
edge about the world. Man’s cognitive activity is 
an inseparable unity of the empirical and the 
theoretical. Empirical C. is a reflection of objects 
in the process of man’s direct (or using instru¬ 
ments) interaction with them. At that stage of 
the cognitive process factors are collected which 
establish the manifestations and properties of ob¬ 
jects. Theoretical C. signifies in-depth penetra¬ 
tion of human thought into the essence of the 
phenomena of reality. 
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Cold War, a term describing the imperialist 
states’ hostile policy toward the Soviet Union 
and the other socialist states. Typical of the C.W. 
are threats to use force, an inclination toward 
diktat, attempts at economic blockade and sub¬ 
version against socialist states, the whipping up 
of the arms race and military preparations, crea¬ 
tion of aggressive blocs and alliances, and anti¬ 
communist propaganda in the form of psycho¬ 
logical warfare. 

Collectivism, relations between people 
based on the community of their vital interests 
and a corresponding social consciousness expres¬ 
sed in people’s devotion to a common cause, in 
a lofty sense of responsibility before a collective, 
in solidarity, and in preparedness always to offer 
selfless assistance to others. 

Colonial System of Imperialism, the 
colonial and dependent countries exploited by 
the imperialist powers. It was established in the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries with the com¬ 
pletion of the territorial division of the world be¬ 
tween the largest imperialist states. Almost all of 
Africa, most of Asia and some territories of Latin 
America were turned into colonies. The C.S.I. 
was the most important source of monopoly 
superprofits: it provided a market, raw material 
sources, investment spheres, sources for extra- 
economic income, military strategic bridgeheads 
and army reserves. The persistent liberation 
struggle of the colonial and dependent countries 
and the change in the balance of forces between 
capitalism and socialism in favour of the latter 
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have resulted in the complete collapse of the 
C.S.I. The imperialist states have been using 
various forms of neocolonialism to maintain their 
positions in the newly-free countries. 

Colony, a country or territory forcibly de¬ 
prived of political and economic independence 
by a foreign state. A C. is an object of exploitation 
and oppression, an agrarian and raw material 
appendage of a mother country, with a deformed 
one-sided economy. The number of C. has fallen 
dramatically since the break-up of the colonial 
system. 

Commercial Calculus, a management 
method based on making expenditure and the re¬ 
sults of economic activity commensurate in value 
(money) form. It is used by capitalist firms and 
companies to obtain the greatest returns on capi¬ 
tal. Under capitalism C.C. is made necessary by 
the all-embracing character of commodity pro¬ 
duction and the operation of the law of value 
in conditions of fierce competitive struggle. In 
the present-day economic practice of capitalist 
countries, the term input-output is very pop¬ 
ular. 

C.C. existed in the USSR in the initial years of 
Soviet power when some enterprises operated on 
the commercial basis. It has been replaced by eco¬ 
nomic calculus ( Khozjaschyot). 

Commodity, a product of labour made for 
sale. All C. have use value and value. This is be¬ 
cause of the dual character of the producer’s 
labour: use value is created by concrete labour 
(useful labour of a definite type), and value 
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by abstract labour (expenditure of labour in 
general, of human energy). 

Commodity Fetishism, attribution of su¬ 
pernatural properties to some commodities, espe¬ 
cially money. In commodity production based on 
private (or private capitalist) ownership, the 
spontaneity of social relations appears as the 
domination of things. 

Commodity Production, a form of social 
production under which products are made for 
exchange (see Commodity). Simple C.P. (small 
C.P.) based on private ownership of the means of 
production and the personal labour of the pro¬ 
ducer and his family emerged with social division 
of labour. It satisfies personal requirements. Cap¬ 
italist C.P. is based on private capitalist owner¬ 
ship of the means of production and the exploita¬ 
tion of the labour of hired workers. At this stage 
C.P. becomes the universal and predominant 
form of production: labour power becomes 
a commodity. Under socialism, social ownership 
of the means of production changes the social 
character of C.P.: the means of production and 
the producer are linked directly and not by 
means of buying and selling labour power. 

Commodity-Money Relations, social rela¬ 
tions between people in the process of production 
and exchange of commodities. Under capitalism 
C.M.R. are the predominant and universal form 
of relations, with labour power also becoming 
a commodity. Under socialism labour power, the 
land and its mineral wealth and enterprises are 
excluded from the sphere of C.M.R. 
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Co mmun e, 1. In medieval Western Europe, 
a community that had won the rights of self- 
government from feudal lords. 2. A community 
of people seeking to shape its members’ lives on 
the basis of a certain understanding of collective 
ownership. 

Communism, the highest phase of the com¬ 
munist formation, a classless social system with 
all the property in the means of production be¬ 
longing to the whole people. All members of so¬ 
ciety will enjoy complete social equality. Along 
with people’s all-round development, the pro¬ 
ductive forces will also increase on the basis of 
constantly developing science and technology. 
Under C. the principle “From each according to 
his ability, to each according to his needs” will 
operate, and work for the good of society will be¬ 
come the prime vital need. 

Communism, Egalitarian, a form of social 
utopia containing an ideal of society which is 
based on common property, i.e. on collective 
ownership of the means of production and ar¬ 
ticles of consumption, and on the equality of con¬ 
sumers. Scientific communism opposes E.C. with 
a teaching about the harmonious combination in 
a future society of the interests of the individual, 
the collective and society as a whole, about the 
satisfaction of all reasonable human needs. 

Communist International (Comintern, 
Third International), the international associa¬ 
tion of communist parties that existed between 
1919 and 1943. The C.I. was the historical suc¬ 
cessor of the First International and heir to the 
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best traditions of the Second International. The 
C.I. was the ideological and political headquar¬ 
ters of the revolutionary proletarian movement. 
Lenin was the organiser and inspirer of the C.I., 
which upheld revolutionary Marxism against 
right and “left” opportunist and revisionist dis¬ 
tortions and marked the beginning of the modern 
international communist movement. The C.I. 
helped to educate communist party leaders and 
to turn those parties into mass revolutionary par¬ 
ties of a new type. 

Communist Labour, the scientifically orga¬ 
nised labour of free and conscious workers using 
the most up-to-date technical means and ensur¬ 
ing high labour productivity. C.L. is man’s 
prime vital need. 

Communist Party of the Soviet Union 

(CPSU), the political organisation of the working 
class and the entire Soviet people, the ideological 
and political vanguard, the leading and guiding 
force of socialist society, the core of its political 
system and of all state and social organisations. 
The advanced and most conscious section of the 
working class, collective farm peasantry and the in¬ 
telligentsia voluntarily join the CPSU. 

The CPSU was founded by Lenin in the early 
20th century as a Marxist party of a new type. It 
combined scientific socialism with the mass 
workers’ movement, gave the proletariat a scien¬ 
tific programme of democratic and socialist revo¬ 
lution, organised it politically and stirred it to 
fight against autocracy and the capitalist system. 
The Communist Party became the ruling party 
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following the 1917 Great October Socialist Revolu¬ 
tion. The CPSU bases itself on the ideology of 
Marxism-Leninism. 

The party is built on the territorial-production 
principle: primary organisations are set up at the 
Communists’ workplace and are brought to¬ 
gether in district, city, regional, and republican 
organisations in their respective territories. The 
supreme body of the CPSU is the party congress. 
Between congresses the party is led by the CPSU 
Central Committee, which elects its Politbureau 
and a CPSU CC Secretariat. 

Competition, antagonistic struggle between 
private commodity producers for more advanta¬ 
geous conditions of production and sale of com¬ 
modities and for higher profits. It arises out of 
private ownership of the means of production 
and is a mechanism of spontaneous regulation of 
social production under capitalism. Domination 
of the monopolies under imperialism does not 
eradicate C.; it rather exists over and alongside 
it, engendering especially sharp contradictions, 
friction and conflicts. Competitive struggle is 
waged for monopolisation of markets and raw 
material resources, for the results of scientific and 
technical progress, advantageous credit terms, 
and monopolisation of skilled labour. Along with 
the price mechanism, the monopolies use various 
non-price forms of C. technical superiority, 
marketing methods, economic espionage, adver¬ 
tisement, special guarantees and payment terms, 
ets. 

Complex Labour, see Skilled Labour. 
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Comprehensive Special Purpose Pro¬ 
gramme, a package of scientific R & D and 
socio-economic targets and measures with com¬ 
mon resources, personnel and deadlines aimed to 
resolve major economic and social problems 
(scientific and technical progress, development of 
territorial-production complexes, a power com¬ 
plex, co-operation and economic integration of 
CMEA member countries, etc.). C.S.P.P. are 
elaborated in socialist countries as part and par¬ 
cel of long-term state economic and social de¬ 
velopment plans. 

Concentration of Banks, the concentration 
of most banking operations and assets in the 
hands of an ever smaller number of big banks. 
This takes place with especial intensity in the 
epoch of imperialism on the basis of concentra¬ 
tion of production and capital. The formation of 
banking monopolies and their merger with in¬ 
dustrial monopolies brought finance capital and 
the financial oligarchy into being. 

Concession, an agreement conceding the 
right to use the natural wealth, enterprises and 
other economic objects of a state for a certain 
period. Under imperialism most concessionaires 
are monopolies, which use C. to obtain mo¬ 
nopoly high profits. International C. have been 
broadly developed (for example the imperialist 
monopolies’ oil C. in the Middle East and North 
Africa). Socialist countries also make use of C. 

Confiscation, compulsory takeover by 
a state, without compensation, of property (all or 
part) belonging to a citizen or of the land of 
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a landowner. During the bourgeois revolutions of 
the 18th-19th centuries in Western Europe, the 
lands of the feudal lords were confiscated. The 
1917 October Socialist Revolution in Russia con¬ 
fiscated the landed estates and land was declared 
state property and transferred to the working 
peasants for free and indefinite use. 

Conformism, a notion signifying the position 
of an individual characterised by time-serving 
and passive following of established models of be¬ 
haviour. 

Consciousness, the human ability to repro¬ 
duce reality in ideal form in thinking. In Marxist 
philosophy, C. is regarded as a property of highly 
organised matter, as a subjective image of the ob¬ 
jective world. 

Constant Capital, the part of advanced 
capital which is spent on buying means of pro¬ 
duction (machines, equipment, fuel, raw mate¬ 
rial, buildings, and so on) and retains the same 
value in the production process. 

Constitution, a state’s fundamental law, 
which determines the basic principles of the so¬ 
cial and state order, the system of government 
bodies, the procedure of their formation and ac¬ 
tivity, and the rights and duties of citizens. In an 
effort to conceal the power of the bourgeoisie, 
bourgeois C. obscure its economic and political 
domination and, as a rule, do not mention socie¬ 
ty’s economic system, class structure or political 
organisation. 

In keeping with the will and interests of the 
people, the C. of socialist countries enshrine the 
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basic principles of the socialist social system and 
policy, citizens’ rights, freedoms and duties, the 
national state system, and the principles of orga¬ 
nisation and activity of government bodies. 

Consumer Co-operative, an association of 
consumers for joint purchase, production and 
sale of consumer goods. 

Consumption, use of a social product in the 
process of satisfying needs, the final phase of the 
reproduction process. C. may be either productive 
(C. of means of production and labour power in 
the process of production) or non-productive 
(use of material wealth and services by the popu¬ 
lation, institutions and organisations of the non¬ 
productive sphere: management, science, de¬ 
fence), individual or collective. C. is connected to 
production, distribution and exchange. Production 
is carried out for C. and determines its level and 
structure. C. influences production, stimulating 
its development. 

Consumption, Objects of, products of la¬ 
bour for non-productive, primarily personal con¬ 
sumption: food, clothes, housing and the like. 
Transport, communal and other services, health 
care and education are special O.C. 

Contradictions, see Contradictions, Antagonistic 
and Non-Antagonistic. 

Contradictions, Antagonistic and Non- 
antagonistic. the basic types of contradictions 
in society. Antagonistic contradictions arise be¬ 
tween hostile social forces, classes and groups 
holding opposite economic positions, vital inter¬ 
ests and objectives. They are characteristic of all 
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societies where there is exploitation of one class 
by another. Non-antagonistic contradictions 
arise between social forces which, while having 
some opposite interests and tendencies, have the 
main and basic thing in common (for example, 
the contradiction between the working class and 
the peasantry in the transitional period from 
capitalism to socialism). As a rule, non- 
antagonistic contradictions do not develop into 
hostile opposition. 

Controlling Block of Shares, a quantity 
of shares ensuring their holder actual domination 
in a joint stock company. Where shares are distrib¬ 
uted widely in small quantities, it is enough to 
hold 20-30% (sometimes less) of total shares in 
order fully to control a company. 

Co-operation, Agricultural, unification of 
peasant holdings into collectives for joint credit¬ 
ing, marketing, and supply of machines and 
other agricultural and production tools. Its con¬ 
tent is determined by the existing social system. 

Co-operative Property, collective property 
of individual co-operatives and their associations. 
The social nature of C.P. is determined by the 
character of the production relations. Under so¬ 
cialism C.P is a form of socialist property. 

Correspondence of Production Rela¬ 
tions to the Character and Level of De¬ 
velopment of the Productive Forces, Law 
of, an economic law expressing the inherent de¬ 
pendence between the production forces and 
production relations. Development of the pro¬ 
ductive forces causes changes in production rela- 


31 






tions. The transition from one social system to 
another is made on the basis of the operation of this 
law. In formations where antagonist classes exist, 
this transition is made via a social revolution. 

Corruption, abuse by an official of his post 
for personal enrichment. 

Cosmopolitanism, in present-day condi¬ 
tions a reactionary bourgeois ideology propagat¬ 
ing indifference to one’s homeland, people and 
national culture, and renunciation of the fight for 
national sovereignty in favour of some kind of 
“world state” and “world citizenship”. Bour¬ 
geois C. is the opposite of proletarian interna¬ 
tionalism and is hostile to it. 

Cost of a Product, the money expression of 
what an enterprise spends on producing and 
marketing a product. The C.P. includes the 
value of the means of production used, a part of 
the value used to pay labour, and a part of socie¬ 
ty’s net income (the part of the surplus product 
created by labour for society). Under socialism, 
C.P. is the basis for pricing. 

Council for Mutual Economic Assis¬ 
tance (CMEA), an inter-state economic organi¬ 
sation of socialist countries. Established in 1949, 
its members are Bulgaria, Hungary, the GDR, 
Cuba, Mongolia, Poland, Romania, the USSR, 
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and Czecho¬ 
slovakia. The purpose of the CMEA is to pool 
and co-ordinate efforts of its members so as to en¬ 
hance the economic, scientific and technical po¬ 
tential of each country and the socialist commu¬ 
nity as a whole, make social production more 
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efficient, and raise the material and cultural 
wellbeing of the peoples of those countries. The 
CMEA is governed by a Charter. It is open to 
any state that is in agreement with its purposes 
and principles. On the basis of special agree¬ 
ments, the CMEA co-operates with a number of 
states and maintains ties with numerous interna¬ 
tional organisations. 

Counter-revolution, a regressive social pro¬ 
cess, reaction to a social revolution. C. aims to 
preserve or restore an outdated social system, the 
reason being that the ruling classes never surren¬ 
der power voluntarily and always oppose the 
new system. C. takes different forms: armed resis¬ 
tance,civil war, rebellion, plots, sabotage, sub¬ 
version, etc. 

Credit, loan of money or commodities for 
a certain period and, as a rule, with interest. 
Usurious C. was characteristic of pre-capitalist 
formations (see Usurious Capital). Under capital¬ 
ism C. is a form of movement of loan capital. 
Under socialism C. is a form in which the state 
uses temporarily free funds in a planned way to 
expand socialist reproduction. 

Culture, all types of transformative activity 
conducted by man and society, and the results of 
that activity. C. can be either material or intel¬ 
lectual. The former includes all material wealth 
and the means for producing them. The latter in¬ 
cludes all knowledge, all forms of social con¬ 
sciousness: philosophy, science, ethics, law, art, 
and the like. Man’s material, productive activity 
underlies his activity in the other spheres of life. 
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At the same time, the results of his intellectual 
activity are materialised, transformed into 
things, technical means, and works of art. C. is 
deeply rooted in history and is connected with 
the origin of man. The development of C. indi¬ 
cates the degree to which man has mastered the 
forces of nature, the level of development of man 
himself, the extent of his knowledge, how far he 
has improved his abilities, etc. 

Currency, a country’s monetary unit (the US 
dollar, Japanese yen, Soviet rouble); money, bills 
and cheques used in international operations 
(foreign currency). 

Currency Monopoly, a socialist state’s ex¬ 
clusive right to conduct operations with foreign 
currency and gold. Connected with the foreign 
trade monopoly. 

Currency Reform, a state’s legislative act to 
strengthen a country’s monetary system. In the 
course of C.R. depreciated paper money is re¬ 
placed by new money, the monetary unit or its 
gold content is changed, and a transition made 
from one monetary system to another. The most 
typical methods of stabilising money circulation 
in a country are deflation (reducing the amount 
of paper money in circulation); nullification (li¬ 
quidating the old notes and issuing new ones); 
denomination (changing the nominal cost and 
exchange of notes for new larger monetary units 
while recalculating prices, tariffs and wages in 
the same correlation); and devaluation (lowering 
the metal content of the monetary unit or reduc¬ 
ing its exchange rate against a foreign currency). 
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Currency Regulation, state regulation of 
foreign transactions, hard currency and gold 
operations. Capitalist states use C.R. to interfere 
in external trade and export of capital. In de¬ 
veloping countries C.R. is a safeguard against 
imperialist states’ foreign economic expansion and 
a means of using currency reserves to strengthen 
the national economy. 

Cybernetics, a science about the control, re¬ 
ceipt, storage, transmission and transformation 
(processing) of information. C. elaborates the 
general principles of establishing control systems 
and systems for automating mental labour. 

Cycle, Capitalist, movement of capitalist 
production through successively connected 
phases — crisis, depression, recovery, boom. This 
cyclical character is an intrinsic feature of the de¬ 
velopment of capitalist production. An economic 
crisis of overproduction is the principal phase of 
the capitalist cycle, completing one and ushering 
in another cycle. Replacement of fixed capital 
forms the material basis for the cyclical develop¬ 
ment of the capitalist economy. In the conditions 
of the general crisis of capitalism, the cycle 
shortens, the periods of depression lengthen, and 
individual phases do not occur. 

Decree, one of the names for an act issued by 
the supreme government body. In the first years 
of Soviet government, laws and resolutions on 
the most important national questions were 
called D. (for example, the Decree on Peace and 
the Decree on Land). 

Deduction, a main method of reasoning, and 
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research. A deductive conclusion is a chain of in¬ 
ferences each of which is either a premise or an 
inference that follows directly by the laws of 
logic from the other inferences of the chain. 

Deflation, reduction of the money in circula¬ 
tion by withdrawing some of the paper money 
which is over and above the real requirements of 
money circulation. This measure is taken by cap¬ 
italist states to fight inflation. D. methods are: 
higher taxes, cuts in budget spending, reductions 
in credits, etc. 

Demilitarisation, international treaty- 
based liquidation of military fortifications and 
installations, and prohibition of maintaining 
military bases and armed forces on a territory. 

Democracy, a form of political and state 
power characterised by the citizens’ participation 
in government, their equality before the law, and 
certain individual rights and freedoms. In class 
society D. is an open or a veiled dictatorship of 
the dominant class and is used in its interests. 
Bourgeois D. is a form of class domination and 
the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie. Socialist D. 
expresses the interests of the working people and 
is the universal political form of a socialist stale. 
Under socialist D. all citizens, irrespective of sex, 
nationality or race, enjoy equal political, eco¬ 
nomic and cultural rights: the right to work and 
leisure, health care, old age pension, sickness, dis¬ 
ability and loss of the bread winner benefits, the 
right to housing, the right to use the achieve¬ 
ments of culture, freedom of speech, of the press, 
and of assembly, freedom to hold street proces- 
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sions and demonstrations, universal suffrage, etc. 
Socialist D. not only proclaims rights and free¬ 
doms of citizens but also provides material 
guarantees for them. 

Democratic Centralism in Economic 
Management, the principle of economic man¬ 
agement under socialism. It combines a single 
centralised management with the initiative and 
creative activity of the local and sectoral bodies 
and of all working people. Each economic body 
and each official is personally responsible for ful¬ 
filling the job entrusted to them. The decisions of 
higher economic bodies are binding on the 
lower ones. Everyone, irrespective of post, is 
obliged to observe strict state discipline (labour, 
executive, administrative). 

Demography, a science studying population 
and the uniformities of its development. Central 
to D. is a study of population reproduction, 
changes in size of the population, its composition 
and distribution as a result of natural movement 
(births, deaths), migration and population mo¬ 
bility. D. also studies the impact of population 
growth on society’s development, for example, 
the composition and movement of labour re¬ 
sources. 

Depression, in the economy, is the phase of 
the capitalist cycle following a crisis of overpro¬ 
duction. Production stops falling and there is 
a gradual drying up of “surplus” commodities 
but the market is still sluggish and high unem¬ 
ployment remains. 

Detente, the qualitatively new stage of de- 
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velopment of international relations at the turn 
of the 1970s when the steady strengthening of the 
socialist countries increased their influence on 
world politics and the imperialist forces were 
forced to recognise the need to implement the 
principle of peaceful coexistence of states with di¬ 
fferent social systems. Peace, non-interference in 
internal affairs, respect for independence and 
territorial integrity, and equal, mutually advan¬ 
tageous co-operation are necessary elements of 
detente. 

An important addition to political detente 
should be military detente — real and effective 
measures to limit and then fully destroy the 
means of warfare. 

Deterioration in the Position of the Pro¬ 
letariat, Absolute and Relative, a fall in 
the proletariat’s living standard, rise in unem¬ 
ployment, inflation, and intensification of labour 
(absolute deterioration); a reduction in the work¬ 
ing class’s share in the national income and the 
national wealth (relative deterioration). Under 
capitalism it is a socio-economic tendency condi¬ 
tioned by the operation of the basic economic 
law of capitalism and the universal law of capi¬ 
talist accumulation. 

Determinism and Indeterminism, op¬ 
posed viewpoints on the character of the inter¬ 
connection of phenomena in time. Determinism 
recognises the universal, law-governed connection 
between phenomena while indeterminism rejects 
any connection between phenomena in time. 

Devaluation, official reduction of the gold 
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content of a country’s monetary unit or a lower¬ 
ing of the national currency’s exchange rate 
against gold, silver or any foreign currency. 

Developing Countries, the group of coun¬ 
tries liberated from colonial and semi-colonial 
dependence and engaged in creating a national 
economy. The D.C. are seeking to establish equal 
international economic relations. Most of them 
follow a non-aligned policy. Some have em¬ 
barked on a non-capitalist path of development (so¬ 
cialist orientation). 

Dialectical Materialism, a scientific 
philosophical world outlook, one of the compo¬ 
nent parts and the general theoretical basis of the 
Marxist-Leninist teaching. D.M. was elaborated 
by Marx and Engels and creatively developed by 
Lenin. D.M. emerged on the basis of the de¬ 
velopment of materialist philosophy and a dia¬ 
lectical view of the world in close connection 
with the successes of science and the practice of 
the revolutionary workers’ movement. An im¬ 
portant element in the formation of D.M. was 
the elaboration of a dialectical-materialist view 
on the course of social development and its laws 
(see Historical Materialism). D.M. proceeds 
from the recognition of matter as the sole basis of 
the world, the universal interconnection of ob¬ 
jects and phenomena, and the movement and de¬ 
velopment of the world as a result of the inherent 
contradictions operating in the world itself. D.M. 
regards consciousness as a property of a highly or¬ 
ganised form of movement of matter, as a reflec¬ 
tion of objective reality. A feature of D.M. is the 
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blending of scientific explanation and analysis of 
reality with the idea of revolutionary change of 
the world. 

Dialectics, the theory and method of cognis¬ 
ing phenomena in their development and self¬ 
movement; the science of the most general laws 
of development of nature, society and thought. 
D. is the opposite of metaphysics. Materialist D. 
was founded by Karl Marx and Frederick En- 
gels.^ 

Dictatorship of the Proletariat, power of 
the working class used to build and consolidate 
socialism. The D.P. is established by a socialist 
revolution and is a natural continuation of the 
class struggle against the exploiters that have 
been removed from power. A necessary feature of 
the D.P. is suppression of the attempts by the ex¬ 
ploiter classes to resist all actions aimed at build¬ 
ing socialism. The D.P. fulfils the main construc¬ 
tive task of abolishing society’s division into the 
classes of oppressors and oppressed and creates 
conditions precluding the exploitation of man by 
man. The working class exercises its power 
through the state apparatus and public organisa¬ 
tions (political parties, trade unions, 
co-operatives, youth organisations, etc.). The 
leading role under the D.P. belongs to the Marx- 
ist-Leninist party of the working class. 

Disarmament, a system of measures to elim¬ 
inate or substantially reduce the means of war¬ 
fare and create conditions for removing the 
threat of a world nuclear war. D. may be partial, 
or universal and complete. 
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Partial D. includes measures to limit or reduce 
arms, and measures to curb the arms race. 

Universal and complete D. means destruction 
of all the means of warfare. An important initia¬ 
tive in this direction was the Soviet draft treaty 
on universal and complete disarmament under 
strict international control, which envisages 
liquidation of all arms of all states. 

The Soviet Union has a D. programme aimed 
at ending the growing and dangerous arms race 
and then reducing the weapon stockpiles and 
effecting universal and complete D. The struggle 
for D. is a basic principle of socialist foreign 
policy. 

Discrimination, violation of the rights of 
a group of citizens because of their nationality, 
race, sex, religion, and the like. 

Dissident, a term used in imperialist propa¬ 
ganda to refer to individuals who have alienated 
themselves from socialist society, engage in anti- 
Soviet activity, break laws and, not having any 
support inside the country, appeal for backing to 
the imperialist subversive centres. 

Distribution, a phase of social reproduction, 
the link between production and consumption. 
The character and forms of D. are determined by 
the mode of production. In its turn, D. actively 
influences production, accelerating or slowing 
down its development. Under capitalism, the D. 
of means of production, labour resources and na¬ 
tional income occurs spontaneously and is deter¬ 
mined by the goal of capitalist production 
profit; under socialism, D. is carried out in 
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a planned way and is aimed at raising living 
standards and ensuring all-round development 
of the individual. 

Distribution, Egalitarian, a form of distrib¬ 
ution of goods between members of a collective 
in equal parts irrespective of each person’s labo¬ 
ur input. It was the objectively necessary form 
under the primitive communal system and re¬ 
flected primitive ideas about equality and justice. 

Dividend, an income periodically paid to 
shareholders on each share out of the profits of 
a joint stock company. 

Dogmatism, an invariable approach to 
problems which ignores the specific conditions of 
place and time; the use of dogmas. A feature of 
D. is blind faith in authorities and defence of out¬ 
dated (and at times even erroneous) or unproven 
propositions. 

Domestic Policy, a policy expressing the re¬ 
lations between the classes, social strata and 
groups, and nations within a state and embrac¬ 
ing the principal directions of its activity and the 
activity of the ruling parties. The D.P. of capital¬ 
ist states aims primarily to protect the interests of 
the exploiter classes. The most reactionary D.P. 
is followed under a fascist totalitarian regime (see 
Fascism). 

The D.P. of socialist states expresses the inter¬ 
ests of the masses and is based on the principles of 
Marxism-Leninism and conscious use of the ob¬ 
jective laws of social development. 

Domestic Trade, the sector of the economy 
selling commodities on a country’s domestic mar- 
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ket. It includes wholesale and retail trade. Popu¬ 
lar forms of retail trade are supermarkets, shop¬ 
ping centres, specialised shops, and mail-order 
and home delivery firms. 

Dualism, a philosophical teaching which 
says that the material and the psychic, the corpo¬ 
real and the spiritual constitute two bases that 
are independent of and not conditioned by each 
other. D. is the opposite of monism. One of the 
most prominent representatives of D. in the his¬ 
tory of philosophy was Rene Descartes, who be¬ 
lieved that underlying the world are two sub¬ 
stances: the spiritual and the corporeal. These 
two substances are also represented in man (spir¬ 
it and body). Marxism-Leninism rejects D., re¬ 
garding the material as the basis for the emer¬ 
gence and functioning of the psychic. 

Dumping, the sale of goods on foreign markets 
at less than the market prices at home; a means of 
the capitalist monopolies’ competitive struggle 
for foreign markets. 

Ecological Crisis, a critical state of the en¬ 
vironment that endangers human existence. 
Caused by plunderous use of the main natural re¬ 
sources (water, air, soil, fauna and flora) and 
pollution of the environment. The E.C. is a man¬ 
ifestation of the decay of capitalism and the deep¬ 
ening of its general crisis, and evidence of the 
contradictory character of the use of the achieve¬ 
ments of the modern scientific and technological 
revolution under capitalism. 

Economic Calculus (Khozraschyot), 
a method of planned management of a socialist 
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economy based on weighing an enterprise’s ex¬ 
penditure on producing a product against the re¬ 
sults of production and economic activity. The 
enterprises’ incomes must exceed their expendi¬ 
ture, and production must be profitable. Ap¬ 
propriations to the enterprise incentive funds are 
set in line with the level and quality of fulfilment 
of plan targets. Those funds are used to give indi¬ 
vidual and collective incentives and to develop 
production (see Economic Incentive Funds). 

Economic Competition Between Social¬ 
ism and Capitalism, a form of class struggle 
between socialist and capitalist countries in the 
world split into two opposite world systems 
which peacefully coexist. Relying on fundamen¬ 
tal advantages domination of social owner¬ 
ship, planned development, eradication of ex¬ 
ploitation of man by man socialist countries 
are working to outstrip the capitalist countries in 
level of economic development, per capita pro¬ 
duction, labour productivity, production effi¬ 
ciency and living standards. 

Economic Crisis, the main phase of the cap¬ 
italist cycle. It is manifested in an absolute fall in 
production volume, underloading of production 
capacities, greater unemployment, inflation, dis¬ 
order of monetary and financial system, and the 
like. The principal cause ofE.C. is the contradic¬ 
tion between the social character of production 
and the private form of appropriation (see Capi¬ 
talism, Basic Contradiction of). 

Economic Division of the World, the sys¬ 
tem of agreements between monopolies of im- 
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perialist countries on division of the world mar¬ 
ket. A main feature of imperialism, E.D.W. arose 
on the basis of the high level of development of 
the monopolies in the economy of the imperialist 
states, their entrance on to the world markets, 
and greater export of capital. 

Economic Incentive Funds, the percentage 
of the profits of self-supporting socialist associa¬ 
tions (enterprises) used to provide material work 
incentives. Money is appropriated to the E.I.F. 
in accordance with stable normatives and is used 
only for the stated purpose. Among such funds in 
the USSR are the material incentive fund, the 
social, cultural, and housing construction fund, 
and the production development fund. 

Economic Laws, the objective and most es¬ 
sential, stable connections and interdependencies 
of economic phenomena in the process of produc¬ 
tion, distribution , exchange and consumption of mate¬ 
rial wealth and services. E.L. may be general, 
operating in all social formations (for example, 
the law of the correspondence of production rela¬ 
tions to the character and level of development of 
the productive forces); specific- intrinsic to 
only one mode of production (for example, the 
law of surplus value under capitalism), or com¬ 
mon for several formations (for example, the law 
of value). The most essential features of a socio¬ 
economic formation are expressed by its basic eco¬ 
nomic law. E.L. operate spontaneously in a so¬ 
ciety where private ownership dominates. Their 
conscious use to benefit society is only possible 
under socialism, whose economic cornerstone 
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is social ownership of the means of production. 

Economic Planning, the working out of in¬ 
dicators of the development of socialist social 
production, organisation of realisation of set tar¬ 
gets and supervision of their achievement. In the 
process of E.P. the economy is managed by a so¬ 
cialist state. National economic planning is only 
possible where there is social ownership of the 
means of production. E.P. aims to develop the 
productive forces, raise material and cultural 
standards of living, and strengthen the country’s 
defences. E.P. is a fundamental advantage of the 
socialist economic system. 

Economy, 1) all the production relations of 
a socio-economic jormation , the economic basis of 
society; 2 ) the national economy of a country or 
a part of the national economy. 

Electoral System, the procedure for or¬ 
ganising and conducting elections to representa¬ 
tive institutions laid down in legal regulations 
and established by the practice of state and social 
organisations. An E.S. includes the basic princi¬ 
ples of suffrage , the right to nominate candidates 
and the procedure for so doing. 

Emancipation, liberation from bondage and 
humility and the obtaining of independence and 
equality (for example, E. of women). 

Embargo, a state-imposed ban on the import 
by other countries or the export of gold, foreign 
currency and certain types of goods (for example, 
weapons). 

Energy Crisis, an aspect of the raw material 
crisis. 
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Environmental Protection, a package of 
measures aimed at rational use and improvement 
of natural resources (forests, rivers, lakes, seas, 
soil, and all flora and fauna). Irrational use of 
natural resources has aggravated the ecological 
situation. 

Essence and Phenomenon, philosophical 
categories reflecting the objective world and its 
cognition by man. Essence is the inner content of 
an object, while phenomenon is the external 
form of its existence. Cognition of an object 
moves from phenomenon to essence. 

Ethics, a science about morality (morals), its 
nature and essence, structure and functions, ori¬ 
gin and development. Marxism-Leninism believes 
that morality, like other forms of ideology, is of 
a class character and is manifested in people’s be¬ 
haviour in different ways in different historical 
conditions in accordance with the interests of 
what classes or social strata a person advocates. 

Evolution, a form of motion in nature and 
society; slow, gradual quantitative change. 

Exchange 1, a phase of social reproduction link¬ 
ing production with distribution and consumption. 
E. is necessitated by social division of labour. The 
character and forms of E. are determined by the 
mode of production. There can be direct ex¬ 
change of activities, products and commodities. 

Exchange 2, in capitalist countries the most 
developed form of wholesale market of mass- 
produced commodities sold by sample (com¬ 
modity exchange), or securities and foreign cur¬ 
rency market (stock exchange). First appeared in 
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Italy, Holland and Britain in the 16th century. 

Exchange Rate, the price of a country’s mon¬ 
etary unit expressed in the monetary units of 
another country; the value correlation of curren¬ 
cies when they are exchanged internationally. 
One, 100 or 1,000 units of foreign currency are 
valued in the national currency. 

Exchange Value, the qualitative correlation 
in which commodities are exchanged as different 
use values. The value of a commodity is mani¬ 
fested in E.V. 

Exploitation of man by man, uncompensat¬ 
ed appropriation of the fruits of labour of direct 
producers. E. is characteristic of all antagonistic 
formations (slaveowning system, feudalism and 
capitalism). Only under socialism, with elimina¬ 
tion of private ownership of the means of produc¬ 
tion, are exploiter classes and E. liquidated. 

Export, movement of commodities or capital 
abroad. 

Export of Capital, export by monopolies or 
a bourgeois state of capital in the form of direct 
investment in the economy of another country or 
in the form of credits or loans to secure monopoly 
profits and political ends. E.C. is a principal fea¬ 
ture of imperialism and a main method of neo¬ 
colonial expansion of monopolies in developing 
countries. 

Expropriation, forced (with or without com¬ 
pensation) deprivation of a class of its property 
by another class. In the period of the primary accu¬ 
mulation of capital the bourgeoisie carried out 
mass E. of small peasant property. During a so- 
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cialist revolution, the proletariat expropriates 
the property of the bourgeoisie (see Nationalisa¬ 
tion). 

Fascism, a political current, the terrorist dic¬ 
tatorship of the most reactionary, chauvinist and 
aggressive sections of the exploiter classes engen¬ 
dered by the general crisis of capitalism. The ur¬ 
ban and rural petty bourgeoisie and the de¬ 
classed strata of society constitute the social basis 
of F. Typical of the ideology of F. is rabid 
anti-communism and racism (the idea that one race 
is superior to others, justification of the policy of 
genocide (annihilation of whole peoples be¬ 
cause they are “inferior”). 

Feudalism, a class antagonistic formation 
based on feudal ownership of land and exploita¬ 
tion of the direct producers, who are personally 
dependent on the feudal lords. It replaced the 
slaveowning system (in a number of countries 
the primitive communal system). The basic 
classes are the feudal landowners and dependent 
peasants (serfs). Along with feudal property, 
there was the personal property of peasants and 
artisans in instruments of labour and the prod¬ 
ucts of private farms, which were run on individ¬ 
ual labour. This increased the direct producer’s 
interest in raising labour productivity, thus mak¬ 
ing F. more progressive than the slaveowning sys¬ 
tem. With the development of the productive 
forces, elements of capitalism came into being 
under F. The primary accumulation of capital has¬ 
tened the emergence of conditions for the transi¬ 
tion to capitalism. 
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Finance Capital, monopoly industrial capi¬ 
tal merged with monopoly banking capital. F.C. 
is represented by the financial oligarchy. Emer¬ 
gence of F.C. is a basic feature of imperialism. 

Finances, the centralised and decentralised 
money funds used by a state. Under capitalism, 
the F. system includes the national budget, spe¬ 
cial government funds, and the F. of state en¬ 
terprises and corporations, through which a siz¬ 
able part of the national income is redistributed 
in the interests of the big monopolies. Under so¬ 
cialism, the F. system includes state finances (na¬ 
tional budget, national insurance, government 
credit) and the F. of enterprises and economic 
sectors. F. are used to distribute the social prod¬ 
uct and national income in a planned way so as 
to speed up the development of social production 
and make it more efficient. 

Financial Oligarchy, a small group of the 
largest and richest monopolists who dominate in 
capitalist economies and directly influence the 
home and foreign policy of bourgeois states. 

Finite and Infinite, notions reflecting the 
contradictory aspects of the material world. The 
finite is any concrete object or phenomenon 
which is limited in space and time and is of a lo¬ 
cal and transient character. Infinity is intrinsic to 
all matter as a whole in the diversity of its proper¬ 
ties. It is manifested in the change and develop¬ 
ment of matter in time, in the character of its 
existence in space, and in the structure and prop¬ 
erties of matter. The infinity, or eternity, of mat¬ 
ter in time is determined by the fact that it can 
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neither be created nor destroyed and is preserved 
through all its changes. 

First International, (International Work¬ 
ing Men’s Association) — the first international 
association of the proletariat, founded in 1864. 
Its creation and activity are inseparably linked 
with Marx and Engels, who strongly criticised 
reformist and sectarian views (Proudhonism, 
Lassalleanism, Bakuninism), thereby bringing 
about the triumph of the principles of scientific 
communism in the F.I. The F.I. laid the theoretical 
and organisational bases of the international 
working-class movement. It exerted a consider¬ 
able impact on the development of the prole¬ 
tariat’s political and economic struggle. The F.I. 
was instrumental in spreading the ideas of Marx¬ 
ism, in combining scientific socialism with the 
workers’ movement, and organising workers’ 
parties in some countries, and promoted interna¬ 
tional solidarity of workers. The F.I. ceased to 
function in 1876. 

Food Crisis, shortage of food in the capitalist 
world. It started in the mid-1970s and aggra¬ 
vated the problem of food supply for millions of 
people, mainly in developing countries, whose 
productive forces are at a considerably lower 
level than that of the developed capitalist coun¬ 
tries. This situation has resulted from the harsh 
exploitation of those countries’ economies by the 
mother countries during the long period of colo¬ 
nial domination. The colossal funds which capi¬ 
talism spends on the arms race could be used for 
peaceful purposes, thereby easing a number of se- 
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vere socio-economic problems, including the 
food problem. 

Foreign Policy, a policy meant to regulate 
inter-state relations. F.P. is inseparable from do¬ 
mestic policy and reflects the character of the state 
and social system. Typical of the imperialist 
states is a fight for markets and spheres of influ¬ 
ence, for economic and political domination. 
Their F.P. is based on political and economic 
pressure on other countries. 

Socialist countries’ relations with other states 
rest on the principles of sovereign equality; mu¬ 
tual renunciation of the use or threat of force; in¬ 
violability of borders; the states’ territorial in¬ 
tegrity; peaceful settlement of disputes; 
non-interference in internal affairs; respect for 
human rights and the basic freedoms; equality 
and the right of peoples to decide their own 
destiny; inter-state co-operation; and fulfilment 
in good faith of the obligations stemming from 
the universally recognised principles and norms 
of international law and from the international 
treaties concluded. 

Foreign Trade, a country’s trade with other 
countries that is composed of imports and exports of 
commodities and licences. Underlying F.T. is the 
international division of labour. Under impe¬ 
rialism F.T. is characterised by a fierce competi¬ 
tive struggle for foreign markets, expansion of 
monopolies, and non-equivalent exchange in 
trade with the developing countries. Under so¬ 
cialism it is conducted in a planned way on the 
basis of foreign trade monopoly. The main princi- 
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pies of socialist countries’ F.T. are equality and 
mutual advantage of the parties. 

Foreign Trade Monopoly, a socialist 
state’s exclusive right to conduct all foreign trade 
operations. F.T.M. protects the domestic mar¬ 
kets of socialist countries from the influence of the 
situation on the world capitalist market and is 
used by the state to develop economic co¬ 
operation and economic integration of socialist 
countries. Enterprises (production associations) 
that provide large amounts of goods and services 
for export have the right to conduct export- 
import operations directly and to set up for that 
purpose foreign trade firms which function on 
a self-supporting basis. 

Form and Content, philosophical categories. 
Cont-nt is the determinant aspect of an object. 
Form is the internal organisation of content. As 
an object develops, the old form is replaced by 
a new form that corresponds to the developed 
content. 

Free Time, the part of non-working lime which 
a person uses to rest, study, raise children, sat¬ 
isfy his cultural and intellectual needs, and so 
on. 

Futurology, an area of scientific knowledge 
embracing the prospects of social processes; 
a synonym of forecasting. 

Genocide, actions aimed at fully or partially 
destroying a national, ethnic, racial or religious 
group. The 1948 UN Convention on the Preven¬ 
tion and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide 
confirmed that, whether committed in peacetime 
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or wartime, G. is a crime which violates interna¬ 
tional law. 

Geographical Environment, the natural 
conditions of existence and development of hu¬ 
man society, all the objects and phenomena of 
nature which are included in man’s sphere of ac¬ 
tivity at a given stage of development of the pro¬ 
ductive forces. 

Geopolitics, a reactionary current of bour¬ 
geois political thought which greatly exaggerates 
the role of geographical factors in the life of 
society. Geopolitical views make society’s de¬ 
velopment directly dependent on geographical 
conditions. G. speaks of inequality of races, in¬ 
sufficient “living space” and “natural borders”, 
and so on, all of which serves as ideological jus¬ 
tification for imperialism’s aggressive foreign 
policy. 

Ghetto, in medieval towns special blocks to 
which certain racial, religious or professional 
groups of the population were confined. The Hit¬ 
lerites established Jewish G. in countries occu¬ 
pied by Nazi Germany. The term G. is used 
to mean a part of a city inhabited by underprivi¬ 
leged national minorities (for example, Harlem, 
the Black ghetto in New York). 

Gnosiology, see Theory of Knowledge. 

Great October Socialist Revolution, the 
world’s first triumphant proletarian revolution, 
carried out by the working class of Russia in 
alliance with the toiling peasantry under the 
leadership of the Communist Party, headed by 
Vladimir Lenin. The G.O.S.R. overturned the 
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power of the bourgeoisie and landlords and 
established a dictatorship of the proletariat in the 
form of a republic of Soviets. The victory of the 
revolution was the main event of the 20th cen¬ 
tury and radically altered the course of huma¬ 
nity’s development. The world’s first socialist 
state was established. 

The 1905-1907 revolution was a prologue 
to the revolutionary battles of 1917. Socio¬ 
economic and political contradictions were parti¬ 
cularly aggravated during the First World War. 
The February 1917 bourgeois-democratic revo¬ 
lution put an end to the tsarist autocracy but 
could not satisfy the needs of the workers and 
peasants. A socialist revolution became an imme¬ 
diate practical task. 

An armed uprising began in Petrograd on Oc¬ 
tober 24, 1917. The Winter Palace was stormed 
and the Provisional Government arrested in the 
early hours of October 26. The Second All- 
Russia Congress of Soviets had opened in the 
evening on October 25 (7 November) 1917 and 
proclaimed the transition of power to the Soviets. 
The proletariat became the owner of the factories 
and plants; the Soviets transferred the land to the 
peasants and nationalised large-scale industry, 
banks and railways. For the first time in history 
all natural wealth and the most important means 
of production, including the land, became the 
property of the people. The equality of nations 
was proclaimed. 

The G.O.S.R. ended capitalism’s global domi¬ 
nation and split the world into two systems the 
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socialist and the capitalist. The G.O.S.R. ush¬ 
ered in a new epoch the epoch of humanity’s 
transition from capitalism to socialism, the epoch 
of struggle to liberate the peoples from imperial¬ 
ism, halt wars between nations, overturn the do¬ 
mination of capital and attain socialism. 

Great Patriotic War (1941-1945), the libera¬ 
tion war of the Soviet people against Nazi Ger¬ 
many and its allies (Hungary, Romania, Italy, 
Finland, and in 1945—Japan), and an impor¬ 
tant part of the Second World War (1939-1945). 
Having captured many European countries and 
made use of their economic resources, Nazi Ger¬ 
many treacherously invaded the USSR on June 
22, 1941 without declaring war. 

The Leninist Communist Party inspired and 
organised the Soviet people’s fight against the in¬ 
vaders. In extremely difficult conditions it was 
able to mobilise the Soviet people to beat back 
the Nazis and, despite temporary setbacks at the 
start of military operations, to change the course 
of war and ensure victory. The history of the 
G.P.W. includes major operations such as the de¬ 
feat of the invading army near Moscow, the de¬ 
fence of Leningrad, the heroic Stalingrad epic, 
the battle for the Caucasus, the fight on the 
Kursk-Orel Bulge, and the triumphant storming 
of Berlin. 

The Soviet Union waged war against Nazi 
Germany as a member of the anti-Hitler coali¬ 
tion. The Soviet-German front was the principal 
front of the Second World War, with over 70% 
of the German armed forces concentrated there. 
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The USSR bore the brunt of the war, losing over 
20 million people (including civilians). 

The Soviet Union’s victory in the Great Pat¬ 
riotic War proved conclusively that the world’s 
first socialist state was viable and indestruc¬ 
tible. 

Green Revolution, the introduction of new 
high-yielding sorts of grain (wheat, rice) in order 
drastically to increase the food resources of 
a number of developing countries. The G.R. also 
envisages land irrigation, fertilisation and mech¬ 
anisation in agriculture. 

Ground Rent, regular income of a landowner 
in which ownership of land is realised. It is a part 
of the surplus product created by the direct pro¬ 
ducers in agriculture and extractive industries 
and appropriated by the landowners. Under feu¬ 
dalism it takes the form of feudal rent; under 
capitalism it takes the form of absolute rent (ap¬ 
propriated by the owner of any plot of land and 
representing the excess of surplus value over the 
average profit created in agriculture because 
capital’s organic structure there is lower than it is 
in industry), differential rent (appropriated by 
the owners of the most fertile plots in the best lo¬ 
cations), and monopoly rent. Only differential 
rent remains under socialism. 

Hegemonism, a policy based on a striving 
for world domination, domination over other 
countries and peoples. 

Hegemony of the Proletariat, leadership 
of the masses by the working class in the fight for 
revolutionary transformation of society and a ba- 
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sic uniformity of the transition from capitalism 
to socialism (see Historical Mission of the Prole¬ 
tariat). 

In those countries where the proletariat has 
become an independent political force, it is also 
able to play a leading role in mass movements 
which do not have socialist aims in national 
liberation, and bourgeois democratic revolutions, 
in the peace movement, the struggle for demo¬ 
cratic transformations, and so on. 

Historical and Logical, philosophical cate¬ 
gories used to express the relation between a real 
process of development and its reflection in 
thought. The historical is the objective process of 
development of any object, the real (proceeding 
empirically in space and time) history (for exam¬ 
ple, the development of the Solar System, the ori¬ 
gin of man, the history of society). The logical is 
the theoretical representation of the historical, 
not by tracing and describing the whole process 
with all its details and events but by analysing its 
result. 

Historical Materialism, a science about 
the most general laws and motive forces of socie¬ 
ty’s development, a component part of Marxist- 
Leninist philosophy. By applying the principal 
propositions of dialectical materialism to an ex¬ 
planation of the phenomena of social life, Marx 
and Engels established H.M. (or a materialist 
understanding of history). Lenin made an im¬ 
mense contribution to the development of H.M. 
by generalising the experience of the proletariat’s 
class struggle in the epoch of imperialism, prole- 
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tarian revolutions and the building of socialism 
in the USSR. 

H.M. showed that the real basis of human so¬ 
ciety is the mode of production of material wealth. 
The replacement of one mode of production by 
another leads to a transition from one so¬ 
cio-economic formation to another, higher one. The 
history of society is the successive replacement of 
the primitive communal, slaveowning, feudal, 
capitalist and communist formations. The law 
which determines the essence of the historical 
process is the law of the correspondence of production 
relations to the character and level of development of 
the productive forces. Developing within the frame¬ 
work of the given production relations, at a cer¬ 
tain stage the productive forces come into contra¬ 
diction with them. This results in a social revolu¬ 
tion, which is a law-governed form of transition 
from one socio-economic formation to another. 

H.M. equipped the working class and its revo¬ 
lutionary party with a programme of liberation 
struggle based on cognition of the uniformities of 
social development, and showed that the real 
maker of history is the working masses. 

Unlike specific social sciences, H.M. studies so¬ 
ciety as a whole and its most general laws of de¬ 
velopment. H.M. serves as a general theory and 
methodology for all other social sciences. 

Human Rights, the rights determined by the 
socio-economic and political system of society. 

H.R. under socialism differ fundamentally 
from those under capitalism. In socialist coun¬ 
tries H.R. are guaranteed politically (state power 
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belongs to the people, citizens have broad possi¬ 
bilities to participate in running state and public 
affairs), economically (the economy rests on so¬ 
cialist social ownership of the means of produc¬ 
tion and develops in a planned way), and legally 
(all the legal norms ensure the exercise by citi¬ 
zens of their constitutional rights). 

In modern capitalist society only those who 
have capital enjoy full rights, while the working 
people are “guaranteed” such “rights and free¬ 
doms” as unemployment and discrimination 
against national minorities. There are also direct 
legal limitations on the rights of persons from 
various social strata, women, an so on. Those 
whose beliefs differ from those of the ruling elite 
are victims of brutal political persecution. 

Humanism a doctrine which regards man as 
the highest value and defends his freedom and 
all-round development. Humanism has been re¬ 
alised in the achievements of socialism, whose 
principle is: “Everything in the name of man, for 
the benefit of man.” 

Hypothesis, a theoretical construction (reas¬ 
oning) or supposition that has not yet been 
proved. In this a H. differs from theory, which 
has been scientifically proved. The advance¬ 
ment, substantiation and proving of a H. is a nec¬ 
essary stage in the development of scientific 
knowledge. 

Idealism, a philosophical trend that is the 
opposite of materialism and asserts that spirit and 
consciousness are primary and matter and nature 
are secondary and derivative. I. takes two basic 






forms subjective and objective idealism de¬ 
pending on how it interprets the spiritual pri¬ 
macy. Objective I. sees the basis for all that exists 
in thought abstracted from man. Subjective I. 
takes as the basic principle the sentient conscious¬ 
ness of an individual abstracted from society. 

Ideological Struggle, a form of the class 
struggle between socialism and capitalism. There 
can be no compromises in ideological struggle. 
Any derogation of the socialist ideology means 
a strengthening of bourgeois ideology. 

Inside the working-class movement the I.S. is 
manifested as a struggle between Marxism- 
Leninism, on the one hand, and rightist and 
“leftist” distortions of it, on the other. 

Internationally it is a struggle against anti¬ 
communism and the propaganda of war and vio¬ 
lence, and for an end to the arms race and for dis¬ 
armament. 

Ideology, a system of political, legal, reli¬ 
gious, ethic, aesthetic and philosophical views, 
ideas and theories. As a part of social conscious¬ 
ness, I. is determined by the conditions of socie¬ 
ty’s material life and reflects social relations. In 
class society I. is of a class character. The struggle 
in the sphere of I. naturally reflects the opposed 
class interests and is a principal form of class 
struggle. The I. of the proletariat, whose interests 
fully coincide with the laws and requirements 
of objective development, is consistently scien¬ 
tific. 

Immigration, arrival by citizens of other 
states (immigrants) for a temporary or perma- 
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nent stay in a country. I. mainly has political and 
economic causes. 

Imperialism, monopoly capitalism, the 
highest and final phase of capitalism, the eve of 
socialist revolution. With the emergence of capi¬ 
talist monopolies on the basis of the high degree 
of concentration and centralisation of production 
and capital, the transition to I. occurred in the 
industrially developed capitalist countries at the 
turn of the 20th century. Lenin describes the five 
basic features and the historical place of I. in his 
work Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism. 
Under I. the financial oligarchy dominates socie¬ 
ty’s economic and political life. Its various group¬ 
ings wage a fierce competitive struggle for mar¬ 
kets, raw material sources and cheap labour, 
spheres of superprofitable investment and politi¬ 
cal influence. I. is inseparable from colonialism 
and neocolonialism. It constantly poses the dan¬ 
ger of a world war and engenders the arms race. 
At the stage of I. the creation of the material and 
subjective prerequisites for capitalism’s destruc¬ 
tion is completed, and the period of revolution¬ 
ary overthrow of the entire capitalist system be¬ 
gins. In spite of attempts at state-monopoly regu¬ 
lation of the economy, there is always mass chro¬ 
nic unemployment, underloading of production 
capacity, economic crises, inflation, and irregula¬ 
rities in the currency system and international 
transactions. The process of decay embraces 
politics and ideology as well as the economy. I. 
opposes all progressive and peace-loving forces: 
the main revolutionary class of the modern 
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epoch the working class, and its creation 
the world system of socialism; the international 
communist movement and all revolutionary par¬ 
ties of the working class; the mass democratic 
movements in the non-socialist world; and the 
peoples and countries that have shaken off the 
colonial yoke and are seeking to consolidate their 
independence and achieve social progress. 

Import, the bringing of commodities or capi¬ 
tal into a country from abroad. 

Incentives, Material and Moral, a sys¬ 
tem of economic, social and ideological measures 
encouraging a person’s activity and determining 
his interest in the process and results of labour. 
Primary in this system are material incentives, 
above all in the form of remuneration. The other 
type of incentives is moral (intellectual), i.e. ideo¬ 
logical, aesthetic, etc. stimuli, which encourage 
a person to see labour not simply as a means of 
livelihood but as something that brings joy, pro¬ 
vides satisfaction with the social importance of 
results, and so on. The content of and correlation 
between incentives are determined by the char¬ 
acter of production relations. 

Individual, 1) a specific, integral person in 
the unity of his natural and social qualities; 2) 
a person as the subject of social activity and spe¬ 
cific historical conditions of society. Marx¬ 
ism-Leninism believes that the I. is shaped by the 
given system of social relations and culture and is 
conditioned by biological peculiarities. 

Individual, Particular and Universal, 
philosophical categories expressing the objective 
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connections of the world and characterising the 
process of its cognition. The individual is the 
form of existence of the universal in reality; the 
particular is the universal realised in the indi¬ 
vidual. 

Induction, a principal mode of reasoning (in¬ 
ference) and method of study. Inductive infer¬ 
ence (conclusion) is the movement of knowledge 
from particular instances to general statements. 

Industrialisation, the process of creating 
large-scale machine production in all sectors of 
the economy, and primarily in industry. Capital¬ 
ist I. is carried out in order to obtain superprofits, 
unevenly and spontaneously. Its sources are: ex¬ 
ploitation of the working people, ruin of small 
commodity producers, plunder of colonies, mili¬ 
tary indemnity and reparations, and foreign 
credits. 

Socialist I. means creating large-scale socialist 
industry able to secure the domination of socialist 
production relations and provide working people 
with a high standard of living. Its sources are: 
internal resources and accumulations in the 
economy, and assistance from the more devel¬ 
oped socialist countries within the framework 
of the world system of socialism. Socialist I. is 
carried out in planned way and at a rapid 
rate. 

In developing countries I. aims to create a na¬ 
tional industry, change society’s social structure 
and ensure economic independence. Many de¬ 
veloping countries’ national I. programmes rest 
to a considerable extent on foreign loans and ere- 



dits (on more favourable terms, granted, along 
with gratuitous financial, scientific and technical 
assistance, by socialist countries). 

Inflation, oversaturation of the sphere of cir¬ 
culation with paper money, which depreciates it 
and causes general price rises. Typical of capital¬ 
ism, I. leads to a redistribution of national income 
in favour of the ruling class and a fall in real 
wages. In the period of the general crisis of 
capitalism I. has become universal and chronic. 

Infrastructure, the complex of economic sec¬ 
tors servicing material production and the non¬ 
productive sphere. It includes construction of 
roads, canals, bridges, ports, reservoirs, and 
ware-houses, power supply, transport, communi¬ 
cation, trade, water supply and sewer system, the 
information processing system, etc. 

Integration, in the economy the process of 
linking national economies and following an 
agreed inter-state economic policy. Capitalist I. 
means the creation of inter-state monopoly asso¬ 
ciations (for example, the European Economic 
Community and others) within which a fierce 
competitive struggle continues. 

Socialist I. is a planned process of deepening 
co-operation and aligning the economies of so¬ 
cialist countries (for example the Council for 
Mutual Economic Assistance CMEA), and 
levelling their economic development so as to 
form a modern highly effective structure of the 
national economies. 

The developing countries’ I. is a process of 
their economic and political drawing closer to- 
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gether aimed at overcoming backwardness and 
effecting economic and social renewal. 

Intelligentsia, the social stratum of people 
who engage professionally in mental, primarily 
complex creative work and the development and 
spread of culture. The I. is not homogeneous. It 
belongs to or sides with various social classes, 
whose interests it interprets, serves and expresses. 
The division of labour into mental and physical 
was the prerequisite for the appearance of the I. 

Interest, a payment made by a borrower to 
a creditor for a money loan. 

Interests, the needs of society as a whole, of 
social communities (classes, nations), social 
groups or individuals as members of those com¬ 
munities and groups. I. are the principal motiva¬ 
tion for social activity and express the objective 
attitude of their bearers to the conditions of their 
existence and development. 

International, the name of large interna¬ 
tional associations, as a rule, political organisa¬ 
tions of the working class (see First International, 
Second International, Communist International). 

International Communist Movement, 
the most progressive and influential political 
force of today, the revolutionary vanguard of the 
international working class. 

The formation of the I.C.M. is connected with 
the victory of the Great October Socialist Revo¬ 
lution. The Communist International was instru¬ 
mental in developing and strengthening the 
movement. 

The 90 communist and workers’ parties pres- 
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ently in existence exert an ever increasing influ¬ 
ence on the development of the world revolution¬ 
ary process. 

The largest and most influential section of the 
I.C.M. is the communist and workers’ parties of 
the socialist community. The communist and 
workers’ parties of capitalist countries shape their 
strategy and tactics in keeping with the specific 
conditions of the present stage in the revolution¬ 
ary movement and the national peculiarities of 
their countries. They abvocate contacts with so¬ 
cial-democratic and socialist parties, and work 
for unity of action with national-democratic par¬ 
ties and organisations. The CPSU and the other 
fraternal parties consistently advocate unity of 
the I.C.M. on the principles of Marxism- 
Leninism and proletarian internationalism, 
which have always been the common compass of 
the communist and workers’ parties and revolu¬ 
tionary forces. 

International Division of Labour, specia¬ 
lisation of production of certain types of goods 
between countries. International capitalist divi¬ 
sion of labour is not planned and proceeds in the 
context of a fierce competitive struggle between 
capitalists and then between monopolies. In the 
epoch of imperialism it is distorted: on the one 
hand, there is a relatively small group of indus¬ 
trially developed countries, and on the other, 
a group of economically underdeveloped ag¬ 
rarian and raw material-producing countries 
which specialise in the production of one or two 
crops. This situation facilitates exploitation of 
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those countries by the monopolies on the basis of 
unequivalent exchange. Today, intent on creat¬ 
ing an independent national economy, the devel¬ 
oping countries are pressing for a new interna¬ 
tional economic order. 

International socialist division of labour is es¬ 
tablished in the process of economic, scientific 
and technical co-operation of socialist countries; 
it develops in a planned way and makes the so¬ 
cial production of all socialist countries more effi¬ 
cient and deepens their economic integration. 

International Monopolies, the biggest 
monopolies of the capitalist world that have out¬ 
grown national boundaries and control a sizable 
share of world production, world raw material 
output, and world markets. The most wide¬ 
spread present-day form of I.M. is the transna¬ 
tional corporations and banks. These are giant 
monopolies whose capital belongs mainly to the 
monopolists of one country but whose sphere of 
activity and interests embraces the world capital¬ 
ist system as a whole. 

Internationalism, Proletarian, Social¬ 
ist, a very important principle of the ideology 
and policy of the working class and Marxist- 
Leninist parties. It is expressed in the solidarity 
of the working class, its communist vanguard, 
and the working people of all nations, in the un¬ 
ity and co-ordination of their actions, their assis¬ 
tance to each other, and their mutual support 
and aid. 

Intervention, a state’s interference in the 
internal affairs of another state or in its relations 
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with third states. Modern international law and 
the UN Charter prohibit I. and consider it a vio¬ 
lation of international law. The principle of non¬ 
interference holds that no state or group of states 
has the right to interfere directly or indirectly for 
any reason whatsoever in the affairs of another 
state. 

Investment, long-term input of capital inside 
a country or abroad in industry, agriculture, 
transport, or trade so as to obtain profits. Capital 
may be invested in the form of purchase of 
buildings or equipment real I. Under impe¬ 
rialism the main form of I. is the acquisition of 
shares in joint stock companies and firms (espe¬ 
cially in the military sphere), and of state 
bonds — financial I. 

Islam (Mohammedanism), one of the world 
religions preaching belief in one god Allah. 
Emerged in the 7th century in Arabia. Moham¬ 
med (Mahomet) is regarded as the founder of I. 
I.’s main principles are set out in the Koran. The 
basic dogma is worship of a single god — Allah, 
and recognition of Mohammed as “the messen¬ 
ger of Allah”. The principal branches are Sun¬ 
nism and Shiism. I. is predominant in the Middle 
East, and widespread in Southeast Asia and Afri¬ 
ca. 

Issue, placing of money and securities in cir¬ 
culation. Under capitalism, I. is carried out by 
the national banks of issue. Securities (shares, 
bonds) may be issued by monopoly associations. 
Nowadays the imperialist states make broad use 
of the I. of money to cover budget deficits caused 
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by the arms race, thus whipping up inflation. 
Under socialism, the state central banks issue 
money and regulate its circulation in a planned 
way. 

Joint Stock Company, a form of centralisa¬ 
tion of capital and the main organisational form of 
modem large capitalist enterprises. The capital of 
a J.S.C. is formed by selling shares and bonds. Al¬ 
though formally anyone can join aJ.S.C., the real 
owners of J.S.C. are the biggest capitalists, who 
possess a controlling block of shares giving their 
holders the right to the deciding vote on the most 
important aspects of the J.S.C.’ operation. (Over 
50% of the stocks is formally necessary to control 
aJ.S.C., in reality, however, 15-20% and someti¬ 
mes 5-10% is enough to secure control). The sale 
of shares to employees is used by owners of capital¬ 
ist firms to raise their labour efficiency. 

Kolkhoz, (collective farm), in the USSR, 
a co-operative organisation of voluntarily asso¬ 
ciated peasants operating a large socialist farm 
based on social (co-operative) ownership of the 
means of production and collective labour. Land 
in the USSR belongs to the state and is allotted 
to a K. for indefinite use free of charge. 

Ku Klux Klan a terrorist racist organisa¬ 
tion in the USA set up in 1865 by the Southern 
planters to oppose the black civil rights pro¬ 
claimed following the abolition of slavery. Later 
American monopolies began to use the Klan to 
harass leaders of the working-class movement, 
especially Communists. 

Kulaks, the rural bourgeoisie that used 
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hired labour on farms. They emerged when the 
peasantry split into different social strata and 
groups, and developed in Russia following the 
1861 Peasant Reform. As a class, the K. were li¬ 
quidated in the early 1930s during the socialist 
transformation of agriculture. 

Labour, purposeful human activity aimed at 
changing objects of nature and adapting them to 
people’s needs. Labour played a crucial role in 
man’s formation and development. The labour 
process includes three aspects: L. proper, the ob¬ 
jects and means of L. (see Means of Production). 
Under the primitive communal system, L. was 
collective. In antagonistic formations the L. of 
the direct producer slave, serf, wage¬ 
worker is exploited by the ruling class. Social¬ 
ism eradicates all forms of exploitation. The right 
to L. is not only proclaimed but also 
guaranteed by society in keeping with socialism’s 
principle “From each according to his ability, to 
each according to his work”. Under commu¬ 
nism, L. will become the prime vital need of the 
harmoniously developed individual. 

Labour Collective, the basic cell of social¬ 
ist society, of the entire economic, political and 
social organism. It is an organisationally and ju¬ 
ridically formalised association of working people 
at enterprises and in organisations of the produc¬ 
tive and non-productive sphere. A L. C. takes 
part in discussing and resolving state and social 
affairs, in planning production and social de¬ 
velopment, and in solving matters concerning 
living and working conditions. 
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Labour, Co-operation of, a form of organi¬ 
sation of labour ensuring co-ordination between 
workers in the production process. Under simple 
C.L. all workers perform the same job. The pool¬ 
ing of their efforts makes it possible to execute 
monumental tasks such as the construction of the 
pyramids and irrigation works in ancient Egypt. 
Complex C.L. is based on division of labour and 
specialisation of the worker and means of labour 
on individual production operations. Capitalist 
C.L. is a form of joint labour by hired workers 
creating surplus value under the control and in 
the interests of capitalists. Its scale is determined 
by the size of individual capital. 

Socialist C.L. is a form of planned and orga¬ 
nised labour of free and equal workers based on 
social ownership of the means of production and 
implemented throughout society. C.L. increases 
labour productivity by ensuring more rational 
use of the means of production and of work time. 

Labour Exchange, a state institution which 
regularly conducts intermediary operations on 
the labour market. State L.E. perform interme¬ 
diary services in finding jobs for the unemployed, 
study the demand for and supply of manpower, 
and provide job orientation for young people. In 
a number of countries (for example, Britain, Ita¬ 
ly, and France) they register unemployed and 
pay out unemployment benefits. In the USSR 
L.E. were closed in 1930 when unemployment 
was eradicated. 

Labour, Intensity of, the extent to which 
work is strenuous. It is measured by the quantity 
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of labour expended in the production process 
over a unity of time an hour, working day, 
working week. The value of the end product rises 
as I.L. increases. Since the quantity of goods pro¬ 
duced increases accordingly, the value of each 
unit does not change. 

Labour Power, a person’s ability to work, i.e. 
all the physical and intellectual capabilities used 
in the production process. Under capitalism, 
L.P. is a commodity (the worker is personally 
free but is forced to sell his ability to work in or¬ 
der to live because he has no means of produc¬ 
tion). As a commodity L.P. has use value (the 
ability to earn surplus value for the capitalist) 
and value (the value of the means necessary to 
reproduce L.P.). A converted form of the value 
{price) of L.P. is wages, which, as payment for the 
labour of a wage-worker, conceals the relations of 
exploitation. 

Labour Power, Price of, the money expres¬ 
sion of the value of the specific commodity la¬ 
bour power in the form of wages, which are 
a converted form of the value of labour power 
(see Wages). 

Labour, Productivity of, efficiency of labour 
in the process of producing material wealth. It is 
measured by the amount of time spent producing 
a unit of product or by the quantity of output 
created in a unit of time. Increase in L.P. is an 
objective law of the development of social pro¬ 
duction. Higher L.P. means a saving of live and 
embodied labour, the former diminishing and 
the latter increasing in relative terms, but in such 
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a way that the total amount of expended labour 
in a commodity is reduced. Each new social sys¬ 
tem is superior to the previous one in that it en¬ 
sures higher L.P. 

Labour, Social Division of, separation of 
different types of labour. There are two principal 
types of division of labour: within society (indus¬ 
try, agriculture, transport, etc.) and within an 
enterprise. There is also territorial and interna¬ 
tional division of labour. 

History knows three major types of S.D.L.: 
separation of the cattle-breeding tribes, separa¬ 
tion of handicrafts from agriculture, and separa¬ 
tion of trade. They created the material pre¬ 
requisites for regular exchange, private owner¬ 
ship and society’s division into classes. The deve¬ 
lopment of S.D.L. in pre-socialist formations se¬ 
parated town and country, and mental and 
physical labour, and gave rise to differences be¬ 
tween them. 

Socialism does away with the difference be¬ 
tween town and country, between mental and 
physical labour. Division of labour is planned on 
the basis of social onwership of the means of pro¬ 
duction. 

Land Lease, the temporary transfer of a plot 
of land by the owner to another person (the 
leaseholder) for farming purposes for a payment 
(rental). It is widely practised under capita¬ 
lism. In some socialist countries L.L. is permit¬ 
ted, the leaseholder tilling his plot of land 
himself. 

Land Price, capitalised ground rent. Deter- 
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mined by the sum of money which could yield, in 
the form of interest, income equal to the rent 
from a given plot of land. L.P. grows as capital¬ 
ism develops. 

Language, a system of characters (symbols) 
serving as a means of cognition, storage and re¬ 
production of the products of intellectual culture 
and human contacts. L. emerged in the process 
of labour, which necessitated co-ordination of 
people’s actions. It gradually turned into a very 
important instrument of contact between mem¬ 
bers of society not only in labour but in every 
other sphere of life as well. Without L. people are 
unable to obtain knowledge. It is inseparably 
connected with thinking. 

Law, the essential connection between phe¬ 
nomena in nature and society. A L. is not an in¬ 
dividual connection inherent only in a single 
phenomenon but a general one peculiar to all 
phenomena of a given class, large group, etc. (for 
example, the L. of the interconnection of mass 
and energy applies to all material objects, the L. 
of value applies to all social systems in which 
there is commodity production, and so on). 
When people have cognised laws, they are able 
to use them to transform the world. 

Lenin’s Co-operative Plan, a plan of so¬ 
cialist reorganisation of the small peasant hold¬ 
ings through gradual voluntary unification of 
the small private holdings into large collective 
(co-operative) farms. Lenin elaborated it as 
a part of the plan to build socialism in the USSR 
and it was implemented during the collectivisa- 
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tion of agriculture. It is used creatively in other 
socialist countries and countries following a non¬ 
capitalist path of development. 

Liberalism, a bourgeois political and ideo¬ 
logical current which expressed the interests of 
the industrial bourgeoisie in the period of its 
struggle against the feudal system and absolute 
monarchy. There are bourgeois parties called 
liberal in some capitalist countries (Britain, Ca¬ 
nada). They are more moderate than the conser¬ 
vatives and support bourgeois democratic insti¬ 
tutions. 

Licence, permit from a state to engage in eco¬ 
nomic activity or conduct foreign trade opera¬ 
tions. L. is a source of revenue for the national 
budget, for various taxes and duties have to be 
paid for it as a rule. In capitalist countries there 
is fierce competition between the biggest mo¬ 
nopolies around L. 

Living Labour, purposeful expenditure of 
mental and physical energy in the production 
process. In commodity production it creates 
a new value and transfers to a commodity the ex¬ 
penditure of past labour. ^ 

Logic, a science of the laws and forms of think¬ 
ing, the modes of development of knowledge and 
the construction of systems of scientific knowl¬ 
edge. It has two principal directions of develop¬ 
ment: dialectical logic — the teaching on the 
ways to obtain knowledge, on laws, and the con¬ 
nection between forms of thinking and the objec¬ 
tive content reflected in those forms; and formal 
logic - - study of the forms of reasoning and sci- 
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entific knowledge. The present stage in the 
development of formal logic is mathematical 
logic. 

Long-term Special Purpose Co-opera¬ 
tion Programme, a programme of intense pro¬ 
duction, scientific and technical co-operation be¬ 
tween socialist countries to pool efforts to solve 
the most important economic problems (energy, 
transport, etc.). The 1985 CMEA session adop¬ 
ted a Comprehensive Programme for Scientific 
and Technological Progress of CMEA Member 
Countries through the year 2000. 

Machine Production, production based on 
the use of machinery and the exploitation of 
hired workers; a very important stage in the for¬ 
mation of the material basis of capitalist produc¬ 
tion. Manufactory is replaced by the capitalist fac¬ 
tory, which uses a machine system. M.P. resulted 
from the Industrial Revolution of the second half 
of the 18th century, which increased social pro¬ 
duction and labour productivity. The new stage 
in the development of M.P. is connected with the 
scientific and technical revolution. 

Mafia, a secret terrorist organisation that re¬ 
lies on blackmail, violence, and murder. It is 
used by reaction for political purposes. 

Manufactory, a capitalist enterprise based on 
division of manual labour. It followed simple 
capitalist co-operation. The narrow specialisation 
of the worker and implements of labour in M. 
prepared the way for transition to machine pro¬ 
duction. 

Market, the sphere of commodity exchange. 
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Commodity exchange on a world economic scale 
makes up the world, foreign M., within a coun¬ 
try — a national, domestic M., and in a region of 
a country — a local M. A place where trade is 
conducted is also called a M. 

Marxism-Leninism, a developing scientific 
system of philosophical, economic and socio¬ 
political views constituting the world outlook of 
the working class; a science of the cognition and 
revolutionary transformation of the world, of the 
laws of society, nature and human thinking. 
Founded by Marx and Engels and developed by 
Lenin. Theoretically Marxism grew out of a crit¬ 
ical revision of the achievements of classical Ger¬ 
man philosophy, British political economy and 
utopian socialism, which Lenin called the sources 
of Marxism. The component parts of M.-L. are 
Marxist-Leninist philosophy - dialectical and 
historical materialism, political economy and 
scientific communism. The creation of M.-L. was 
a real revolution in the history of human 
thought. Unlike previous social theories, it not 
only explained the world scientifically but also 
defined the conditions, ways and means to trans¬ 
form it. M.-L. demonstrated that people shape 
their own history but that the course of social de¬ 
velopment is determined not by their will and 
desires but by the material conditions of their 
life. Marxism showed that the transition from 
capitalism to socialism is not spontaneous or au¬ 
tomatic but results from the struggle of the work¬ 
ing class, whose historical mission is to gain polit¬ 
ical power through revolution so as to eliminate 
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all exploitation of man by man. The working- 
class movement is victorious only when it is com¬ 
bined with socialist theory, with Marxism-Lenin¬ 
ism.This combination is effected by a communist 
party the vanguard, organiser and leader of 
the working class. The inseparable connection 
between revolutionary theory and the revolu¬ 
tionary movement is a very important principle 
of M.-L. In the present-day epoch Marxist- 
Leninist theory is focussing on the problems of so¬ 
cialist and communist construction, and the 
struggle of the working class in capitalist coun¬ 
tries, and the national liberation movement. 

Mass Culture, the totality of values of bour¬ 
geois culture popularised through the mass me¬ 
dia. The essence of M.C. consists in the combin¬ 
ing of the socially meaningful content of art with 
stereotypes of bourgeois propaganda. M.C. is 
a means of influencing people in capitalist coun¬ 
tries ideologically and psychologically and is 
used to advertise consumer goods, spread con¬ 
sumerism and inculcate a bourgeois way of life. 

Mass Media, the press, publishing houses, 
news agencies, cinema, radio, television, etc., 
which collect, process and disseminate informa¬ 
tion on a mass scale. The bourgeoisie uses the 
M.M. in its narrow class interests and has turned 
them into a means of manipulating the con¬ 
sciousness and behaviour of the masses, into an 
instrument of ideological struggle against social¬ 
ism. 

Material and Moral Labour Incentives, 

forms, methods and means of involving people in 
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work. In pre-capitalist formations use was made 
of methods based on direct force and the personal 
dependence of the slave or serf on the exploiters 
the slaveowner or the feudal lord. Capitalism 
is based on economic coercion. Personally free 
but having no means of production, the worker is 
forced to hire himself out to a capitalist factory in 
order not to starve to death. 

Under socialism, which abolishes private 
property and the exploitation of man by man, 
the worker works for himself and his society. This 
gives rise for the first time to moral incentives. 
But socialism’s basic principle is: “From each 
according to his ability, to each according to his 
labour.” Material incentive is embodied in the 
distribution of material and intellectual wealth 
according to the quantity and quality of the la¬ 
bour input of each worker. 

Material and Technical Basis of So¬ 
ciety, all the means and objects of labour that 
a society possesses. In pre-capitalist formations 
these were mainly manual instruments of labour. 
The material and technical basis of capitalism is 
a developed system of machinery and large-scale 
machine production, which develops unevenly 
and in an unplanned way because of the domina¬ 
tion of private capitalist property. The material 
and technical basis of socialism is large-scale 
machine production which, with the social own¬ 
ership of the means of production, embraces all 
economic sectors in a planned way. 

Material Unity of the World, a basic 
principle of materialist philosophy, which says 
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that there is a single universal material (i.e. inde¬ 
pendent of any spirit or consciousness) source of 
all the diverse things and phenomena in the 
world. This means that 1) all objects and pro¬ 
cesses in the world are interconnected and are 
stages of the eternal self-movement (self¬ 
development) of matter; 2) everything is subor¬ 
dinated to particular and universal laws; there 
are no supernatural forces. 

Materialism, a philosophical trend that is 
the opposite of idealism, proceeds from the pri¬ 
macy of matter , nature and objective reality, and 
considers consciousness a property of matter. The 
entire history of philosophy is a struggle between 
M. and idealism. There have been two stages in 
the development of M. pre-Marxist M. (spon¬ 
taneous M., M. of the Renaissance) and Marxist 
M. A truly scientific form of M. is Marxist mate¬ 
rialism, which combines M. with a universal 
method of cognition dialectics. While pre- 
Marxist M. regarded nature mainly as a totality 
of bodies, Marxist M. sees it as a complex system 
of processes that differ qualitatively but are inter¬ 
connected. Dialectical M. is linked with a mate¬ 
rialist understanding of social life. 

Matriarchy, a form of social organisation 
during the break-up of the primitive communal 
system and the transition of the tribal system to 
a class society. Under M. women held the dom¬ 
inant position in society. Inheritance of property 
and social position were determined through the 
female line. 

Matter, a philosophical category designating 
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objective reality that is made known to man 
through his sensations and which is copied, 
photographed and reflected by our sensations 
while existing independent of them. M. is pri¬ 
mary in relation to consciousness, which, on the 
one hand, reflects the material world and, on the 
other, is a result of the functioning of specially or¬ 
ganised M. 

Means of Production, all the means and ob¬ 
jects of labour used by people in the process of 
producing material wealth. People use means of 
labour to change the objects of labour. The 
former include: machines, equipment, instru¬ 
ments, production buildings, load carriers, com¬ 
munication means. Land is a universal means of 
labour. Among the means of labour the deter¬ 
minant role is played by instruments of labour - 
machines, equipment, devices, engines, regula¬ 
tory mechanisms. Objects of labour are all things 
that are changed by human labour. They may 
be given by nature (for example, coal, ore, oil, 
fish in natural bodies of water) or are products of 
labour —raw materials (metal, wood, yam). 

Merchant Capital, a form of capital typical 
of pre-capitalist formations in the sphere of com¬ 
modity exchange. M.C. is the historical prede¬ 
cessor of trade capital. Merchants exploited the 
small commodity producers by acting as middle¬ 
men and appropriating a part of the value 
created by the producers’ labour. 

Metaphysics, a philosophical method that is 
the opposite of dialectics, regards phenomena as 
unchanging and independent of each other, and 
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rejects inherent contradiction as the source of de¬ 
velopment. 

Metayage, a type of land tenure in which the 
farmer pays a part (up to a half and more) of his 
produce as rent to the landowner. M. is to be 
found in countries with feudal or underdevel¬ 
oped capitalist relations. 

Method, a way of man’s practical and theo¬ 
retical action aimed at mastering an object. In 
the long process of its development, philosophy 
has elaborated a universal M. for cognising and 
transforming reality materialist dialectics. 

Middle Strata, social groups in an interme¬ 
diate position between the two main classes, the 
two poles of an antagonistic society (under capi¬ 
talism — between the bourgeoisie and the prole¬ 
tariat). The M.S. include artisans, handicrafts¬ 
men, small traders, small enterprise owners, 
small and middle peasants and farmers. Like ca¬ 
pitalists, they own private property, and like 
workers, they belong to the working people. Be¬ 
cause of this mixed, intermediate composition, 
the M.S. may ally with both opposed classes of 
capitalist society. 

Militarisation of the Economy of Capi¬ 
talist Countries, subordination of the econo¬ 
my to the interests of preparing for and waging 
wars. Manifested in increased military spending 
and development of the sectors producing mod¬ 
ern arms to the detriment of civilian sectors. 
M.E. meets the interests of the military- 
industrial complex. 

Military-Industrial Complex, a union 
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of the biggest military-industrial monopolies and 
the militarist circles of the state apparatus in the 
imperialist powers advocating continual build¬ 
up of military might so as to strengthen and ex¬ 
pand the class domination of the monopoly bour¬ 
geoisie. It is the most reactionary and aggressive 
segment of the system of state-monopoly capi¬ 
talism. 

The M.I.C. has considerable influence on the 
state apparatus of many imperialist countries. 
Military production earns for the military- 
industrial corporations huge profits that are sub¬ 
stantially higher than in the civilian sector of the 
economy. 

Mode of Production, a historically deter¬ 
mined mode of obtaining material wealth; unity 
of the productive forces and production relations. The 
M.P. is the basis of a socio-economic formation. 
When production relations cease to accord with 
the level of the productive forces, it becomes 
objectively necessary to replace the outdated 
mode of production with a new, more progressive 
one. This is done by a social revolution. History 
has seen the following M.P.: primitive commu¬ 
nal, slaveowning, feudal, capitalist and commu¬ 
nist. 

Modern Epoch, the epoch of the transition 
from capitalism to socialism and communism, 
and the historical competition between the two 
world social and political systems; the epoch of 
socialist and national liberation revolutions, the 
collapse of colonialism; the epoch of the struggle 
of the principal motive forces of social develop- 
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ment world socialism, the working-class and 
communist movement, the peoples of the newly- 
free states, and the mass democratic move¬ 
ments — against imperialism and its policy of ag¬ 
gression and oppression, and for peace, democra¬ 
cy and social progress. 

Monarchy, a form of rule in exploiter states 
under which supreme state power rests (wholly 
or partially) in the hands of a single head of 
state the hereditary monarch. In slaveowning 
and feudal states M. meant unlimited despotism. 
In modern bourgeois states the monarch’s power 
is limited by the constitution, with parliament 
having legislative functions and the government 
executive ones. 

Monetary Crisis, the profound chronic dis¬ 
order of capitalist money and credit system in the 
sphere of the internal money circulation of capi¬ 
talist countries and the international transactions 
between them. It is expressed in non-exchange of 
banknotes for gold, a move from coinage and cir¬ 
culation of gold coins to circulation of paper mo¬ 
ney, and chronic inflation. 

Monetary Systems, the forms of organising 
a country’s money circulation set by the state, 
which determines the monetary unit (rouble, 
dollar, pound sterling, etc.), the price scale, the 
types of notes in circulation and the procedure 
for issuing them, the way the money is backed, 
the forms of clearing and the exchange rate of the 
national currency. The principal types of M. S. 
are: 1) the metal circulation systems in which 
money functions in the form of coins made from 
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one for example gold, silver or copper (mono¬ 
metallism)— or two metals, for example gold 
and silver (bimetallism); and 2) the systems of cir¬ 
culation of paper money and banknotes which 
have a compulsory exchange rate set by the state 
(or value). 

Money, a special commodity which, at a cer¬ 
tain historical stage, was spontaneously singled 
out from the world of commodities as a universal 
equivalent, a means of exchanging and buying 
any commodity. At early stages of commodity 
exchange the role of M. was fulfilled by various 
commodities (animal skins, grain, cattle); gold 
and silver gradually took over this role. In circu¬ 
lation real gold and silver coins are replaced by 
paper money issued by the state and having a 
compulsory exchange rate. 

Monism, a philosophical principle which says 
that the underlying basis of all existence has one 
and the same source. M. is the opposite of dual¬ 
ism and pluralism. Dialectical materialism as¬ 
serts that all phenomena of the objective world 
are different types of matter in motion. That is an 
example of scientific and consistent M. 

Monopolies, Capitalist, large economic 
associations (cartels, syndicates, trusts, concerns) 
that are privately owned and dominate in sec¬ 
tors, on the markets, in the economy of a country 
or a whole region. They are formed on the basis 
of great concentration of production and capital. 
They set monopoly prices for goods and services, 
thereby earning monopoly profits. The domina¬ 
tion of capitalist monopolies in the economy un- 
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derlies their influence on all spheres of life of 
capitalist countries. 

Morality, the norms, principles and rules of 
behaviour; human conduct itself (motives, results 
of activity), feelings, and judgements which 
express the normative regulation of people’s rela¬ 
tions with each other and with social entities 
(collective, class, nation, society). When class so¬ 
ciety arose, M. acquired a class character, re¬ 
flecting the interests, ideals and way of life of 
a class (for example, slaveowning, feudal, bour¬ 
geois and communist M.). At the same time, all 
class M. contain principles which are common to 
all humanity and passed on to subsequent gene¬ 
rations. 

Morals — see Morality. 

Motion, an inherent and inalienable property 
of matter, the mode of its existence. M. is insep¬ 
arably linked with matter and does not exist with¬ 
out it; it is eternal, uncreatable and indestructi¬ 
ble, i.e. it cannot vanish and it cannot be created 
from nothing. The source of all concrete forms of 
M. is the struggle of the opposites intrinsic to all 
objects, and the interaction of the objects them¬ 
selves. M. of matter is therefore not caused by 
any supernatural agent. It is, rather, matter’s 
self-motion. 

Mysticism, belief in supernatural forces and 
in the possibility of understanding and communi¬ 
cating with them. Science and materialist phi¬ 
losophy deny the existence of supernatural forces. 
All humanity’s problems can be resolved by rea¬ 
son and practical activity. 
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Nation, a historical community of people 
established on the basis of a common economic 
life combined with a common language, territo¬ 
ry, culture and psychology. It is formed by uni¬ 
fying different ethnic groups by overcoming feu¬ 
dal division and developing capitalist produc¬ 
tion, which requires broad economic ties and 
a single market. Under capitalism a N. is made 
up of classes with opposed interests and ideolo¬ 
gies. Underlying a socialist N. is economic, social, 
political and ideological unity. Under socialism 
N. prosper and draw closer together. In the 
USSR a historically new social and international 
community has been established the Soviet 
people. 

National Bourgeoisie, in the less develop¬ 
ed, colonial or newly-free countries the class of 
local entrepreneurs interested in independent po¬ 
litical and economic development of its country. 
The N.B. does not include the stratum of the pro¬ 
imperialist bourgeoisie, which is a middleman for 
foreign monopoly capital and a social mainstay 
of neocolonialism. 

The N.B. has a dual social nature, this being 
especially manifest following the gaining of na¬ 
tional independence. On the one hand, it feels 
the yoke of the imperialist monopolies, and, on 
the other, is itself an exploiter of the working peo¬ 
ple. 

National Budget, annual estimate of state 
revenues and expenditures, In capitalist coun¬ 
tries expenditures often exceed revenues, result¬ 
ing in a deficit. Tax revenues account for 85-95% 


88 




of the N.B., with the greatest spending (up to 
50%) on militarisation of the economy and 
maintenance of the state apparatus (government 
bodies, procurator’s office, courts, army, etc.), 
and on state monopoly regulation of the economy. 

In socialist countries the N.B. is the state’s ba¬ 
sic financial plan and in it revenues always ex¬ 
ceed expenditures. Revenues from enterprises 
and economic institutions account for 80-90% of 
the N.B.; 70-90% of the N.B. is spent on the 
economy, education, health, and social security. 

National Economy, all the economic sec¬ 
tors and spheres of a country interconnected by 
social division of labour. It includes the sectors of 
material production (industry, agriculture, con¬ 
struction, haulage, trade and catering) and the 
non-productive sphere (management, public 
transport, housing and communal services, 
health care, education, culture and art). 

National Income, the new value created 
during one year in the sphere of material produc¬ 
tion (or the corresponding part of the aggregate so¬ 
cial product obtained after deducting all the ma¬ 
terial expenditure on its production). In natural 
terms it consists of the means of production intended 
to expand production, and the objects of consump¬ 
tion. The N.I. is a generalised indicator ofa coun¬ 
try’s economic development. 

National Wealth, all the material wealth 
produced and amassed in society. Depending on 
the mode of production, N.W. may belong to the 
entire society (under socialism most of the N.W. 
is owned by society) or to individual classes, 
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groups or individuals (under capitalism most of 
the N.W. is owned by the exploiter classes). 

Nationalisation, the transfer of private en¬ 
terprises and sectors of the economy to state 
ownership. Socialist N. eliminates private own¬ 
ership of the means of production and the exploi¬ 
ter classes and creates a socialist structure in the 
economy. 

Capitalist N. does not change the capitalist na¬ 
ture of production. It is carried out mainly in 
sectors requiring large investment (the military, 
fuel and power industries, transport and other 
sectors of the infrastructure). As a rule, the bour¬ 
geois government pays the owners of nationalised 
enterprises sizable compensation. In developing 
countries N. is usually directed against foreign 
capital. N. establishes a state sector, which is the 
basis for forming and developing a national 
economy. 

Nationalism, an ideological and political 
principle expressed in ideas about national exclu¬ 
siveness, superiority of some nations over others, 
national isolation, enmity and hostility. Bour¬ 
geois N. is a product of capitalist society which 
inevitably gives rise to antagonisms between na¬ 
tions, race discrimination, and national and colo¬ 
nial oppression. 

NATO, see North Atlantic Treaty Organisation. 

Natural Science, all the sciences about na¬ 
ture. It studies nature in all the diversity of its 
phenomena so as to cognise the laws of various 
phenomena, which opens up the possibility for 
man to use them in his interests. The develop- 
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ment of the natural sciences revealed more pro¬ 
foundly the interconnections in nature and their 
mutual transformation. An especially important 
role was played by the three great discoveries of 
the 19th century: the discovery of the law of the 
conservation and transformation of energy, the 
theory of the cellular structure of organisms and 
Darwin’s theory of evolution. In the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries, a revolution began in 
physics which led to the creation of quantum 
mechanics and the theory of relativity. In the 
past few decades the achievements of N.S. have 
led to the scientific and technological revolution. 

Natural (Subsistence) Economy, a type of 
economy in which goods are produced to meet 
the needs of the producers themselves and not for 
sale on the market. N.E. is typified by traditional 
production, isolation, primitive implements and 
slow development. It predominated in pre¬ 
capitalist formations. With the development of 
the productive forces N.E. was squeezed out by 
commodity production. In many developing 
countries N.E. holds an important place in the 
economy and in some it still dominates. 

Natural Wealth (resources), all the na¬ 
tural conditions of existence of human society. 
Man uses the most important components of 
N.W. in the process of social production to meet 
society’s material and cultural needs. The main 
types of N.W. are solar energy, the energy of 
tides and rivers, water, land, plant and mineral 
resources, and the resources of the animal world. 
The problem of providing humanity with N.W., 
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establishing harmonious interaction between so¬ 
ciety and the environment, and rational and 
complex use of N.W. is a global problem. 

Necessary Labour, the labour expended by 
workers in the sphere of material production to 
create the necessary product. 

Necessary Product, a part of the newly 
created value produced by workers in the sphere 
of material production and needed for normal 
reproduction of labour power under the given so¬ 
cio-economic conditions. 

Necessary Work Time, the time spent mak¬ 
ing the necessary product. 

Necessity and Chance, philosophical cate¬ 
gories reflecting the various types of connections 
between objects and phenomena. Necessity is an 
intrinsic, essential connection ensuing from the 
fundamental peculiarities of a phenomenon; 
what is bound to happen under certain condi¬ 
tions. Chance is a connection which is external in 
relation to the given phenomenon. It is condi¬ 
tioned by collateral factors not connected with 
the essence of the phenomenon. It is what could 
happen under given conditions but also may not 
happen, may happen in this way or in that. 

Negation of the Negation, a basic law of dia¬ 
lectics. Dialectical negation is transformation of 
a phenomenon which, while liquidating it as 
such, offers scope for further development. It is 
not mere destruction but negation as a stage of 
development, of connection, with the positive 
content of previous stages being preserved. 

Neocolonialism, the system of unequal 
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economic and political relations imposed by the 
imperialist powers on developing countries. At its 
basis is the monopolies’ economic expansion in 
the form of direct investment, credit and subsi¬ 
dies. Economic expansion is often combined with 
political and military pressure. 

New Economic Policy (NEP), policy of the 
Communist Party and the Soviet state in the 
transition period from capitalism to socialism. It was 
called “new” to distinguish it from the policy of 
war communism and aimed to create a socialist 
economy in the country while allowing and mak¬ 
ing use of commodity-money relations and pri¬ 
vate capital. Under a multistructural economy, 
NEP sought to concentrate the commanding 
heights of the economy in the hands of the prole¬ 
tarian state, strengthen the alliance of the work¬ 
ing class and the toiling peasantry, and gradually 
transform small commodity production in the 
countryside into large-scale socialist farming by 
way of voluntary co-operation in production. 
NEP called for: replacing the surplus-ap¬ 
propriation system with a tax in kind, permitting 
private trade, small capitalist enterprises, state 
capitalism in the form of concessions, rental of 
small industrial enterprises and land under state 
control, switching over of state industry to a self- 
supporting basis, replacing payment in kind with 
money wages, etc. 

New International Economic Order, 

a concept advanced by developing countries in 
the mid-1980s for restructuring international 
economic relations on the democratic principles 
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of equality and mutual advantage, and establish¬ 
ing just international relations. Anti-imperialist 
in character, it is actively supported by the 
USSR and other socialist countries. 

Nihilism, rejection of the universally accept¬ 
ed values and norms, and the established forms 
of social life. N. is often an initial form of protest 
by certain social strata against the way of life and 
morals of the ruling classes and has been mani¬ 
fested in some form throughout history. 

Nominal Wages, wages received by 
a worker in the form of a certain sum of money. 
What the worker is able to acquire with these 
wages depends not only on his wage level but on 
the prices of goods and services and on taxes (see 
Real Wages). 

Non-Aligned Movement, a movement for 
greater national sovereignty, final eradication of 
colonialism, neocolonialism and racism, and es¬ 
tablishment of the principles of peaceful coexist¬ 
ence. Members of the N.A.M. base their foreign 
policy on non-participation in military and polit¬ 
ical blocs and groupings. 

Non-Capitalist Path of Development, 
the historical path of some countries’ transition 
from pre-capitalist formations to socialism, by¬ 
passing capitalism. The Central Asian republics, 
some areas of Siberia and the north of the USSR, 
and the Mongolian People’s Republic developed 
along a N.C.P.D. 

Non-Working Time, time not spent on the 
job. It includes leisure time spent on intellectual 
development, rest, entertainment, and sport, and 


94 



time spent on the way to and from work, sleep¬ 
ing, eating, doing housework, and running sub¬ 
sidiary farms. 

North Atlantic Treaty Organisation 

(NATO), a military and political alliance set up 
in 1949 and directed against socialist countries 
and the national liberation movement. 

Notion, a basic unit of thought, a logical form 
used to construct other forms of thinking (judge¬ 
ment, conclusion). N. makes it possible more 
profoundly to cognise reality than sensation, per¬ 
ception or idea. 

Objective Truth, truth whose content is in¬ 
dependent of man and humanity. Materialism 
and idealism give differing answers to the ques¬ 
tion concerning the truthfulness of our knowl¬ 
edge. Idealists believe that truth is determined 
by the specific features of consciousness (human 
and divine), is an intrinsic property of conscious¬ 
ness. Recognising, as does all materialism, that 
truth is objective, Marxist philosophy asserts that 
the world, an object of human cognition, is con¬ 
stantly changing and developing, which means 
that knowledge of it also changes (see Truth, Ab¬ 
solute and Relative ). 

Oligarchy, the power of a few; a form of rule 
by an exploiter state under which all state power 
is vested in a small handful of rich persons. In the 
epoch of imperialism the financial O. makes the 
state apparatus subservient to it, determines 
domestic and foreign policy, and dominates poli¬ 
tically and economically in the country. 

Opportunism, a policy of class conciliation 
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and collaboration between the proletariat and 
the bourgeoisie. By its social nature O. is a mani¬ 
festation of petty-bourgeois ideology and policy. 
Right-wing O. is the totality of the theoretical 
views and tactical lines which advocate the spon¬ 
taneous workers’ movement, the reformist idea of 
gradual “transformation” of capitalism into so¬ 
cialism, and reject socialist revolution and work¬ 
ing-class power. “Left-wing” O. is a blend of 
ultra-revolutionary and adventurist views based 
on voluntarist ideas about the omnipotence of 
“revolutionary violence”. It ignores the stages 
of social development and pushes the workers’ 
movement into political adventures and senseless 
sacrifice. 

Opposites, Unity and Struggle of, one of 

the basic laws of dialectics which shows the 
source of the development of objects and phe¬ 
nomena. This law says that the objective world 
around us and the consciousness which reflects it 
are in a state of incessant movement and devel¬ 
opment. Things and phenomena emerge, devel¬ 
op and are transformed into each other. Under¬ 
lying this development is a dialectical contradic¬ 
tion, i. e. split of the single (thing, phenomenon) 
into mutually exclusive opposites which at the 
same time presuppose the existence of each other. 

Opposition Between Mental and Physi¬ 
cal Labour, antagonistic contradictions be¬ 
tween people engaged in mental and physical la¬ 
bour engendered by the fundamental differences 
in their living and working conditions and inter¬ 
ests, and inherent in all antagonistic formations. 
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Socialism liquidates the O.B.M.P.L. and creates 
conditions for removing the essential differences 
between mental and physical labour by 
speeding up development of the productive 
forces, changing the character of social division 
of labour and making use of scientific and techni¬ 
cal progress. This is done by raising the level of 
cultural, technical and physical development of 
all workers, and reducing and then completely 
removing the social differences in their living and 
working conditions. 

Opposition Between Town and Country, 

antagonistic contradictions between the urban 
ruling classes and the rural working people, be¬ 
tween the rural ruling classes and the urban 
working people. They are expressed in the level 
of development of the productive forces, educa¬ 
tion, culture, living and working conditions, and 
way of life and inherent in all antagonistic socio¬ 
economic formations. Socialism liquidates the 
O.B.T.C. and creates conditions for removing 
the essential differences between them in the 
class structure, level of material well-being, cul¬ 
ture, and living and working conditions. 

Ownership, a historically determined social 
form of appropriating material wealth, above all 
means of production. The character of O. of the 
means of production determines the type of pro¬ 
duction relations. Under the primitive commu¬ 
nal mode of production, O. of primitive instru¬ 
ments of labour and its results was communal, 
collective, while private ownership of the means 
of production is at the root of the exploiter socio- 
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economic formations — slaveowning, feudal and 
capitalist. Qualitatively different from the pri¬ 
vate-exploiter form of ownership is social, social¬ 
ist ownership, which is the economic foundation 
of the socialist system and the basis of the steady 
growth of social wealth. 

Pacifism, an anti-war movement in capitalist 
countries that opposes all wars, irrespective of 
their character or objectives, including even just 
wars of liberation. Some pacifists take part in the 
peace movement. 

Parliament, a representative elective (some¬ 
times partially appointed) legislative body in 
a number of capitalist countries. The bourgeoisie 
makes it difficult for true representatives of the 
people to participate in P. and seeks to maintain 
it as an organ safeguarding the interests of the 
ruling exploiter classes. The communist and 
workers’ parties in capitalist countries use parlia¬ 
ment as a legal form of struggle for the working 
people’s interests. 

Party, Political, the most active and organ¬ 
ised part of a class or its stratum. The existence 
of political parties is connected with society’s di¬ 
vision into classes, with the heterogeneity of those 
classes, and with the varying interests of classes 
and the groups constituting them. A P.P. is one of 
the most important instruments with which 
a class (or its stratum) fights for its interests. In 
modern society a party may, in keeping with its 
class structure, be bourgeois, proletarian, land¬ 
lord, peasant, petty-bourgeois, and so on. Unlike 
non-political public organisations (economic, 
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professional, cultural, scientific, philanthropic), 
a P.P. pursues definite political aims, striving for 
the principal influence on society’s political life 
and organisation, and for power. 

Parties, Workers’, parties relying on the 
support of the proletariat and more or less consis¬ 
tently expressing its class interests. W.P. emerge 
in the course of the development of the workers’ 
movement, as the proletariat becomes aware of 
its political goals as well as its immediate eco¬ 
nomic interests. 

The League of Communists, founded by Marx 
and Engels and existing from 1847 to 1852, was 
the first revolutionary Marxist workers’ party 
that set out to unite the proletariat to gain politi¬ 
cal power and transform society along commu¬ 
nist lines. 

The social democratic parties (see Social Demo¬ 
cracy) did much to unite workers organisationally 
in the 19th century but the growth of reformism 
within their ranks split the workers’ movement. 
True to Marxism, the revolutionary currents in 
those parties formed independent communist and 
workers’ parties. Preaching “democratic social¬ 
ism”,'the reformists embarked on a road of class 
collaboration with the bourgeoisie. 

Past Labour, labour embodied in means of 
production whose value is transferred to the 
product being made in full (value of the objects 
of labour raw and other materials) and gra¬ 
dually, as wear and tear takes place (value of the 
means of labour machines, buildings, etc.). 

Patriarchal Economy, a primitive agricul- 
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tural or nomadic cattle-rearing natural economy 
of patriarchal families that became separate dur¬ 
ing the break-up of the primitive communal sys¬ 
tem. It has no relations of exploitation. Produc¬ 
tion, distribution and consumption are regulated 
by family and tribal ties. A P.E. remains as an 
economic structure where the productive forces 
are underdeveloped and equipment is rudimen¬ 
tary. 

Patriarchy, a form of social structure in the 
period of the break-up of the clan system when 
classes and the state came into being. P. is typi¬ 
fied by men’s dominant role in the economy, so¬ 
ciety and family because of the development of 
cattle rearing, agriculture based on irrigation 
and metal working. 

Peace Struggle, a broad democratic move¬ 
ment of today uniting all people who realise the 
danger of the arms race leading to another world 
war. It brings together people of different views 
and persuasions in national organisations on all 
continents who co-ordinate their activity 
through representation on the World Peace 
Council. 

Peaceful Coexistence, the most important 
principle of relations between states with differ¬ 
ent social systems. It means renunciation of war 
as a means of settling disputes, their negotiated 
settlement, non-interference in internal affairs, 
and respect for the sovereignty and territorial in¬ 
tegrity of all countries. P.C. neither removes nor 
diminishes the international class struggle but is 
a specific form of that struggle. 
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Peasantry, a class engaged in production of 
agricultural produce on the basis of private or co¬ 
operative ownership of the means of production 
In pre-socialist formations the P. is made up 
of separate and chiefly small agricultural produc¬ 
ers. Under capitalism the P. splits into three 
groups which hold differing class positions: small 
peasants (poor peasants), middle peasants and 
the rural bourgeoisie; it has a dual socio¬ 
economic character, acting as a class of working 
people and as a class of property owners. 

Under socialism the P. is a main social class 
consisting of agricultural producers running 
large-scale collective farms. 

People’s Control, a form of socialist demo¬ 
cracy. In the USSR it is embodied in a system of 
mass organisations, specially set up to carry out 
control functions. It is headed by the USSR Peop¬ 
le’s Control Committee. The basis of the P.C. sys¬ 
tem is made up of P.C. groups and posts working 
on the non-pay roll basis and formed at en¬ 
terprises, on collective farms, in organisations, etc. 

he P.C. s function is to supervise how state, eco¬ 
nomic, and social organisations meet the require¬ 
ments of labour, plan, financial, etc. discipline, 
how efficiently they work, how they make use of 
material and labour resources, and so on. 

Perception, a concrete and sensual visual 
image of objects and phenomena of reality result¬ 
ing from their direct impact on the sense-organs 
Unlike sensation, which reflects individual prop¬ 
erties and features of objects, P. is their integral 
image. 


101 










Personal Property, ownership by members 
of society of the material wealth used to satisfy in¬ 
dividual or family needs. Under capitalism the 
P.P. of the exploiter classes is a type of private 
property , while the P.P. of the working people is 
hard-earned and is, as a rule, limited by the 
amount of wages received. 

The P.P. of citizens of socialist countries is 
based on earned incomes and includes household 
articles, goods for personal consumption, conve¬ 
niences, a subsidiary small holding, a dwelling 
house and savings. P.P. may not be used to ex¬ 
ploit the labour of others. Citizens are allotted 
plots of land for growing flowers, fruit and vege¬ 
tables or for building a house. 

Personal Subsidiary Holding, a type of 
personal property under socialism. It includes 
buildings, productive cattle, poultry, bees, gar¬ 
dens of long standing, crops and small imple¬ 
ments. The land is given to a family for free use 
for, as a rule, indefinite duration. In the USSR 
the size of the plots and the norms for keeping 
cattle and poultry for collective farmers are laid 
down in the farm’s Model Rules. 

Personal Union, a main form of the merger 
of industrial and banking monopolies and the 
formation of the financial oligarchy, with bank 
directors serving simultaneously as board mem¬ 
bers of industrial companies, and vice versa. The 
P.U.—between capitalist monopolies is inter¬ 
connected with their P.U. with the bourgeois 
state. 

Philosophy, a form of social consciousness 
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which shapes up a world outlook, a system of 
ideas, views about the world and man’s place in 
it. Marxist-Leninist philosophy (dialectical and 
historical materialism) is a science about the uni¬ 
versal laws of development of nature, society and 
thinking, a general methodology of scientific 
cognition. Ph. is inseparably linked with class 
interests and with political and ideological 
struggles. 

Philosophy, Basic Question of, the rela¬ 
tion of thinking to being, of the ideal, the spir¬ 
itual to the material, to nature. It has two as¬ 
pects: 1) what is primary — matter , nature or con¬ 
sciousness, spirit and 2) can consciousness cor¬ 
rectly reflect and cognise the world? Philosophers ’ 
are either materialists or idealists depending on 
how they answer the B.Q.P. Materialists con¬ 
sider matter, nature as primary and conscious¬ 
ness as secondary, derivative. Materialist philo¬ 
sophy asserts that the world can be cognised, that 
man is able correctly to reflect it in his conscious¬ 
ness. For the idealists spirit, consciousness is pri¬ 
mary and matter is dependent on and engen¬ 
dered by consciousness. Neither does idealism give 
a correct answer to the second aspect of the 
B.Q.P. Some idealists believe that it is possible to 
cognise the world but they regard it not as get¬ 
ting to understand matter and being but as the 
spirit cognising itself. Other idealists are agnos¬ 
tic, denying the possibility of truthful cognition. 
Dialectical materialism develops the materialist 
line on the B.Q.P., holding that consciousness 
arose in the process of the protracted historical 
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development of matter. Marxist philosophy has 
also elaborated a consistently scientific dialecti¬ 
cal and materialist theory of cognition. 

Planned, Balanced and Proportional 
Development of the Economy, Law of, an 
economic law of socialism expressing the objective 
need to run the economy of a country (or of the 
world socialist system) in a co-ordinated way as 
a single whole by consciously maintaining socie¬ 
ty’s need for proportions between the various 
types of production. The basis for its operation is 
the predominance of socialist property in the 
means of production and the social character of 
production. It is manifested in the planned acti¬ 
vity of the socialist state. 

Planned Economy, a highly organised eco¬ 
nomic system that operates thanks to the domi¬ 
nation of social ownership of the means of pro¬ 
duction, on the basis of a single national plan. 
P.E. embraces all aspects of a socialist economy 
(See Economic Planning). 

Pluralism, a notion of idealist philosophy 
signifying that the basis of reality is made up of 
a host of independent spiritual substances. P. is 
opposed to the Marxist-Leninist world outlook, 
which upholds materialist monism. 

Political Economy, a science about the so¬ 
cial relations established in the process of produc¬ 
tion, distribution, exchange and consumption of mate¬ 
rial wealth and the economic laws governing the 
development of the successive socio-economic forma¬ 
tions. P.E. has a class character for it affects peo¬ 
ple’s vital economic and political interests. 
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A truly scientific P.E.— proletarian, Marx- 
ist-Leninist P.E. was created by Marx and 
Engels as a component part of Marxism. There 
are also bourgeois P.E., which primarily ex¬ 
presses the interests of the big, monopoly bour¬ 
geoisie, and petty-bourgeois P.E., which reflects 
the interests of the intermediate classes and strata 
of capitalist society (small property owners, per¬ 
sons of the liberal professions, farmers, some 
managers, salaried persons, etc.). 

Political System of Society, the system of 
state institutions, political parties and social orga¬ 
nisations within which society’s political life takes 
place and state power is exercised. The character 
of the P.S.S. depends on its socio-economic basis. 
The P.S. of bourgeois society reflects the class and 
other contradictions inherent in it. 

The principal direction of the development of 
a socialist society’s political system is further ex¬ 
pansion of socialist democracy: ever broader par¬ 
ticipation of citizens in running the affairs of 
state and society, improvement of the state ap¬ 
paratus, more active social organisations, greater 
people’s control, strengthening of the legal basis 
of state and public life, more openness and con¬ 
stant account of public opinion. 

Politics, a sphere of activity connected with 
relations between classes, nations and other so¬ 
cial groups and at whose core lies the winning, 
keeping and using of state power. The notion P. 
embraces, first, society’s political system, the role 
and correlation in this system of the state, parties 
and social organisations, the content of political 
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power, and the methods of elaborating and im¬ 
plementing state policies; second, it charac¬ 
terises the participation of various social strata in 
political life, people’s political culture and how it 
is fostered, regulation of social and political rela¬ 
tions, the position of the individual, and ques¬ 
tions of democracy, third, it includes the states’ ex¬ 
ternal political activity, the activity of various 
international movements and associations, inter¬ 
national relations, and the political and ideologi¬ 
cal struggle in the world arena. 

Popular Front, a form of unification of the 
people to combat fascism and war, achieve na¬ 
tional independence, democracy and social prog¬ 
ress, and defend the working people’s economic 
interests. The working class, led by communist 
and workers’ parties, is the initiator and leading 
force of the P.F., whose basis is unity of the work¬ 
ing class and its firm alliance with the peasantry. 
The P.F. brings together democratic political 
parties, trade unions, and women’s, youth, 
co-operative and other mass organisations. Dur¬ 
ing the Second World War (1939-1945) it under¬ 
pinned the Resistance movement. P.F. were in¬ 
strumental in establishing and consolidating 
people’s democratic power in a number of Euro¬ 
pean and Asian countries. 

Population, all the people inhabiting a coun¬ 
try or the globe. The structure and dynamics of 
P., especially the processes of reproduction, mig¬ 
ration and mobility, are studied by demography. 

Possibility and Reality, categories of ma¬ 
terialist dialectics expressing the two necessary 
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and objectively existent stages in the develop¬ 
ment of any object or phenomenon. Possibility is 
what does not yet exist at the present moment 
but might emerge and develop due to the opera¬ 
tion of the laws of development of the given ob¬ 
ject or phenomenon, i. e. become a reality. Real¬ 
ity is what has already emerged and exists. P. 
and R. are interconnected. In the process of de¬ 
velopment of a phenomenon, only that which is 
contained in it as a possibility can become real. 

Practice, an aspect of material activity char¬ 
acterised by change and transformation of na¬ 
ture and society — material production, struggle 
between classes and parties, state policy, i. e. all 
the types and forms of human activity which ac¬ 
tually (materially) transform objects. 

Present-day Global Problems, prob¬ 
lems affecting all humanity: the effort to preserve 
peace; food supplies for the growing population; 
health protection against especially dangerous 
diseases and the negative effects of scientific and 
technical progress; the world economy’s growing 
needs in energy and natural resources and envir¬ 
onmental protection. 

Price, the money expression of a commodity’s 
value. In simple commodity production P. is set 
spontaneously and fluctuates around value; 
under capitalism, it fluctuates around the cost of 
production depending on supply and demand; 
under imperialism, most commodities are sold at 
prices set by the monopolies. Under socialism, 
prices reflecting the amount of expended socially 
necessary labour are set by the state. 
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Price Scale, the weight of gold or silver ac¬ 
cepted in a country for a monetary unit and its 
multiple parts. Serves to measure and express the 
prices of all goods. 

Price, Wholesale, Retail. Wholesale 
price is the price at which a manufactured com¬ 
modity is sold by an enterprise (association) in 
large batches to other enterprises, marketing or¬ 
ganisations or trade enterprises. Retail price is 
the price at which goods and services are sold to 
the population. 

Pricing, the process of fixing prices of goods. 
Under capitalism, prices are formed spontan¬ 
eously under the influence of supply and demand 
in conditions of anarchy and competition, and 
through operation of the law of value. Relying on 
social ownership of the means of produc¬ 
tion, the socialist state sets and changes prices in 
a planned way based on the cost of a product and 
the development needs of society. 

Primitive Communal System, the first so¬ 
cio-economic formation in humanity’s history. 
Characterised by collective communal owner¬ 
ship of the means of production and absence of 
exploitation, collective labour based on its na¬ 
tural sex and age division, equal distribution of 
products, and low level of development of the 
productive forces. With the growth of the pro¬ 
ductive forces and deepening of the social divi¬ 
sion of labour, it became possible to produce 
a surplus product, and inequality in property 
and then private ownership emerged. The clan 
broke up and antagonistic classes and the 


108 


state appeared. Vestiges of the P.C.S. were pre¬ 
served among some peoples up until the 20th 
century. 

Private Property, a form of ownership under 
which the means of production and the products 
of labour belong to private individuals. The 
appearance and development of P.P. split society 
into antagonistic classes and led to the emergence 
of the state and exploitation of man by man. P.P. 
is the basis of the slaveowning system, feudalism 
and capitalism. 

Production, Automation of, the use of so¬ 
phisticated and highly-productive equipment that 
is automatically controlled, with workers super¬ 
vising the operation of the machines and main¬ 
taining and repairing them. Under capitalism 
A.P. is a means for stepping up the exploitation 
of workers, causes extreme intensification of la¬ 
bour and increases the army of jobless. It aims to 
make maximum use of equipment and the ob¬ 
jects of labour and rapidly wears the workers out. 
Wages rises lag considerably behind the growth 
of labour productivity. Under socialism A.P. is 
implemented in a planned way and full employ¬ 
ment is maintained. In addition to the higher 
economic effect, the working people’s living 
standard and cultural level rise and differences 
between mental and physical labour are re¬ 
moved. 

Production, Centralisation of, associa¬ 
tion, merger of several enterprises into one that 
concentrates a larger volume of production. C.P. 
speeds up the concentration, specialisation and 
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co-operation of production, making it possible 
more broadly to apply the latest achievements of 
science and technology and advanced methods of 
production and labour. Under capitalism, C.P. 
takes place spontaneously, during competition. 
Under socialism, C.P. occurs in a planned way, 
in close connection with scientific and technical 
progress. 

Production, Concentration of, the process 
of concentrating means of production and labour 
at big enterprises. Under capitalism concentra¬ 
tion and centralisation of capital is a prerequisite 
for C.P. At the turn of the century, concentration 
of production and capital gave rise to monopolies 
[capitalism developed into imperialism). 

Production, Cost of, the labour expended on 
producing a commodity. Under capitalism the 
C.P. of individual capitalists is measured by the 
capital used (C + V); and social C.P. by the la¬ 
bour spent (C + V + M), with C being cons¬ 
tant capital, V — variable capital, and M 
surplus value. Under socialism a distinction is 
made between the C.P. of individual enterprises 
and national economic C.P. 

Production, Intensification of, develop¬ 
ment of production by using ever more efficient 
means of production and technology, the achieve¬ 
ments of scientific and technical progress, and 
advanced methods of organising labour. I.P. en¬ 
hances production efficiency, which is manifested 
in greater labour productivity, higher returns on 
assets, lower consumption of materials, and bet¬ 
ter product quality. 
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Production, Material, the process of creat¬ 
ing material wealth. It is a natural condition of 
human life and the material foundation of all 
other activity. Two aspects of M.P. - the produc¬ 
tive forces and production relations - form the mode 
of production , which determines the character of 
society. M.P. is the determinant phase of the pro¬ 
cess of reproduction. 

Production, Price of in capitalist society, 
a converted form of a commodity’s value. It is 
equal to production costs plus average profits. 
The transformation of value into P.P. takes place 
along with the transformation of simple com¬ 
modity production into capitalist production. 
Under capitalism, market prices fluctuate 
around the P.P. In the process of inter-sectoral 
competition, profits are levelled to an average 
profit. The sum of prices of production of goods 
in society is on the whole equal to the sum of 
their values. The law of value therefore continues 
to operate in a modified form as the spontaneous 
regulator of capitalist production. 

Production Relations, the relations be¬ 
tween people established independently of their 
will and consciousness, i. e. objectively, in the 
process of production, distribution , exchange and 
consumption of material wealth. Together with the 
productive forces, P.R. form the historically deter¬ 
mined mode of production. The P.R. of a given 
mode of production constitute society’s economic 
basis, which determines the emergence and func¬ 
tioning of a corresponding superstructure of ideo¬ 
logical relations and views (politics, religion, law, 
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morals, art) and the organisations corresponding 
to them (the state, parties, the church, etc.) (See 
Basis and Superstructure). 

Production, Socialisation of, development 
of social production as a result of increase of the 
productive forces and the scale of production. 
Under capitalism, S.P. occurs in contradictory 
forms because of the dominance of private prop¬ 
erty (see Capitalism, Basic Contradiction of). How¬ 
ever, this process creates material prerequisites 
for the transition to socialism, where the social 
character of production accords with the social 
ownership of the means of production. Under so¬ 
cialism, S.P. embraces all spheres of people’s pro¬ 
ductive activity. 

Productive Forces, means of production and 
the people with knowledge, experience and skill 
who put them into operation. The P.F. are the 
principal, most mobile element of social produc¬ 
tion. They express people’s relation to the objects 
and forces of nature. Improvement of the means 
of production, exploitation of natural wealth and 
mastering of the laws of development of nature 
and society are the determinant factors of con¬ 
tinual development of the P.F. 

Profit, capitalist P. is transformed surplus val¬ 
ue. It is the excess of earnings over expenditure 
(cost of production), the result of all the capital 
advanced. Under imperialism, the monopolies 
obtain monopoly P. Under socialism, P. is a part 
of the net income of an enterprise (a part of the 
value of the surplus product), while the other part 
takes the form of turnover taxes. 
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Profit, Rate of, the ratio between surplus va¬ 
lue (S) and all the capital advanced (C), 
or (C + V), expressed as a percentage. 
P' = S/C = S/(C + V),P' being the rate of 
profit. It shows how efficiently capital is being 
used and the profitability of a capitalist enter¬ 
prise. 

Profitability, an indicator of economic effi¬ 
ciency at enterprises, in sectors and in the econo¬ 
my as a whole. It reflects in a complex way the 
rational use of material, labour and financial re¬ 
sources, and natural wealth. 

Proletariat, a basic class of capitalist society. 
The class of wage-workers, deprived of the means 
of production, living by selling their labour pow¬ 
er and exploited by the bourgeoisie. Headed by 
the communist and workers’ parties, the P. leads 
the struggle of the oppressed and exploited 
masses against capitalism and for peace and so¬ 
cial progress (See Working Class). 

Proletariat, Historical Mission of, the 
working class’s role of eradicating capitalism in 
a revolutionary way and building a new, com¬ 
munist society. The proletariat’s revolutionary 
character is determined above all by the fact that 
it has no means of production and is brutally ex¬ 
ploited and oppressed. In carrying out its H.M. 
the working class relies on its allies, on the non¬ 
proletarian working masses and primarily on the 
peasantry. The decisive condition for realising the 
H.M.P. is a socialist revolution and the establish¬ 
ment of the political power of the working 
class the dictatorship of the proletariat. The 
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working class is at the centre of the modem epoch.It. 
determines its main content, which consists in the 
transition from capitalism to socialism and 
communism. 

Promissory Note, a special type of docu¬ 
ment written in an established form and giving 
the holder the right to demand the stated sum at 
a specified date from the person issuing the P.N. 
P.N. provide commercial credit by postponing 
payment for a commodity and were especially 
popular in capitalist countries in the epoch of 
pre-monopoly capitalism. In the USSR P.N. 
were used to give credit for goods and services be¬ 
tween 1922 and 1930. 

Propaganda, the dissemination of political, 
philosophical, scientific, artistic and other ideas 
so as to instil them in social consciousness and in¬ 
vigorate large-scale practical activity; in a nar¬ 
rower sense, it is political or ideological P. to 
foster a definite world outlook among the masses. 

Property, Socialist, social ownership of the 
means of production, the basis of production re¬ 
lations of socialist society. There are two princi¬ 
pal forms of property — state and co-operative 
(in the USSR — collective farm and co¬ 
operative), the chief one being state property, 
i. e. ownership by the whole society. In the 
USSR the land and its mineral wealth, the wa¬ 
ters and the forests are the exclusive property of 
the state. The state owns the main means of pro¬ 
duction in industry, construction, and agricul¬ 
ture, the means of transport and communication, 
the banks, the property of state trade and muni- 
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cipal enterprises, most housing, etc. Co-operative 
(collective farm and co-operative) property be¬ 
longs to a co-operative association (collective 
farm) and includes farm machinery, cattle, pro¬ 
duce, means of transport, buildings for produc¬ 
tion and cultural amenities. 

Protectionism, a state’s economic policy of 
protecting the national economy from foreign 
competition (incentives to develop national in¬ 
dustry, export incentives, import restrictions). 

Psychological Warfare, a term signifying 
imperialism’s subversion against the forces of so¬ 
cialism and the working-class and national libe¬ 
ration movements, involving psychological 
brainwashing and political sabotage (political, 
military and economic blackmail, provocations, 
intimidation, misinformation, and the like). Un¬ 
derlying P.W. is bellicose anti-communism. For 
these purposes imperialism employs the powerful 
mass media apparatus, tourism, tr^de, scientific 
and cultural exchange, etc. 

Public Opinion, all the judgements and as¬ 
sessments of different social groups and strata re¬ 
flecting their attitude to social and national mat¬ 
ters of interest to them. In capitalist society the 
principal vehicles of P.O. are the main opposed 
social forces the working class and the bour¬ 
geoisie. The ruling classes have a great advan¬ 
tage in means of influencing P.O., but even un¬ 
der capitalism it is possible for P.O. to reflect the 
feelings of the bulk of the population on some 
global problems (for example the peace issue). 

In socialist society, where class antagonisms 
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have been eradicated and the people are socially, 
politically and ideologically united, different 
groups of the population have common interests 
with regard to the basic problems of social devel¬ 
opment. At the same time P.O. reflects the differ¬ 
ent specific needs and interests of social, natio¬ 
nal, professional and other categories of people. 

Public Organisations, voluntary, indepen¬ 
dent and self-governing associations of citizens 
protecting the interests of certain groups of the 
population — social, professional, socio-demo¬ 
graphic, and so on. They have a class character 
and exist even under capitalism. Under social¬ 
ism, P.O. perform a number of social and gov¬ 
ernment functions and pass important norma¬ 
tive acts, usually jointly with government bodies. 
Thus, in the USSR and other socialist countries 
the trade unions dispose of the state social insur¬ 
ance budget, supervise safety and labour protec¬ 
tion at enterprises, deal with sanatoria and 
health resorts, and so on. P.O. are elements of the 
political system of society. 

Quality and Quantity, philosophical cate¬ 
gories, the dialectically interconnected charac¬ 
teristics of an object and of objective reality. 
Quality is the still integrate totality of features 
and properties of an object. It expresses the defi¬ 
nite character of the thing in all its sensual and 
specific diversity. Quality is manifested only in 
the system of an object’s relations with other 
objects. Quantity is chiefly an object’s properties 
in space and time, which are also revealed only 
in its relations with other objects. 



Racism, a psychology, ideology and social 
practice based on unscientific misanthropic ideas 
about the physical and mental inequality of 
races, about the domination of “superior” over 
“inferior” races. R. is unscientific and reaction¬ 
ary. Modern anthropology has conclusively 
established that all races are a subdivision of 
a single species — the human race. 

Raw Material Crisis, structural (sectoral) 
economic crisis reflecting the sharp disparity be¬ 
tween the growing consumption of a raw mate¬ 
rial (both vegetable, including food and techni¬ 
cal agricultural crops, and mineral, including 
energy sources) and the volume of its output. It is 
expressed in the raw material price increases 
(above all on agricultural produce and oil), and 
in the worsening foreign trade balance of count¬ 
ries importing raw materials and fuel. 

Real Wages, wages expressed in material 
wealth and services. They show how many arti¬ 
cles of consumption and services a person can ac¬ 
quire with his wages under existing price and tax 
levels. 

Reflection, a general property of matter which 
is expressed in the ability of material bodies to 
reproduce the specific features of the bodies 
interacting with them by means of their own 
changes. Elementary types of R. may be ob¬ 
served in inanimate nature, for example, the trace 
produced by the impact of one object on another 
(a stone leaves an impression in the soil); in 
living organisms a qualitatively new form of R. 
is manifested irritability. 
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Reform, Social, transformation, change, re¬ 
organisation of any aspect of social life while pre¬ 
serving the basis of the existing social system. In 
bourgeois society the ruling class, in an effort to 
maintain political power, carries out various re¬ 
forms under mass pressure which better the work¬ 
ing people’s condition to a certain extent. In so¬ 
cialist society, R.S. is a means of improving 
various spheres of social life. 

Reformism, a political trend within the work¬ 
ing-class movement which rejects the need for 
class struggle, political revolution and political 
power of the working class, advocates class col¬ 
laboration and seeks to turn capitalism into a so¬ 
ciety of “general prosperity” through reforms 
within the bounds of bourgeois legality. Reform¬ 
ist political parties and reformist trade unions 
have played an important role in the effort to im¬ 
prove the life of the working class in a number of 
countries. While criticising the practice and 
ideology of R., communist parties advocate unity 
of action of the working class in the fight for 
peace and social progress. 

Religion, a social and historical phenome¬ 
non uniting reflection of reality in fantastic, illu¬ 
sory ideas and the psychology and behaviour 
corresponding to that. The principal feature of 
a religious outlook is belief in the supernatural: in 
a god, in the beyond, in an eternal soul, and so 
on. R. includes all religious actions and rites 
(worship). 

Rentier, a person living on dividends from 
securities (shares, bonds) or interest from loan 
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capital. R. are the most parasitic stratum of 
capitalists and are not connected with the pro¬ 
duction process. 

Reproduction, continuous movement and 
renewal of the production process. It includes R. 
of material wealth, labour power and relations of 
production. R. may be simple (renewed on the 
same scale) or expanded (renewed on an ever in¬ 
creasing scale). Simple R. was predominant in 
pre-capitalist formations. Capitalist R. is cycli¬ 
cal, periodically broken by economic crises. So¬ 
cialist R. is a planned process of continually 
growing social production. R. includes the follow¬ 
ing organically linked phases: production, distri¬ 
bution, exchange and consumption. 

Resistance Movement, a national libera¬ 
tion and anti-fascist movement that arose during 
the Second World War. 

The Palestine R.M. is fighting for the legiti¬ 
mate rights of the Arab people of Palestine, in¬ 
cluding the right to self-determination and estab¬ 
lishment of their own independent state. 

Revanchism, the policy of the reactionary 
political forces of a country defeated in war, 
which want to retrieve their lost positions at any 
cost, even that of a new war. The policy of R ., 
which is closely connected with chauvinism, prom¬ 
otes the preparation for aggression under the 
pretext of “retribution” (revanche), return of 
lost territories, restoration of pre-war borders, 
etc. 

Revisionism, an ideological and political 
current in the working-class and communist 
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movement which distorts the teaching of Marx, 
Engels and Lenin under the guise of “renewing”, 
“reviewing” and “revising” it, and is hostile to 
the Marxist-Leninist parties. It arose in the 
1890s. Typical of present-day R. right and 
“left” — are attacks against socialism and nega¬ 
tion of the general uniformities of socialist devel¬ 
opment. Right R. rejects the leadership of Marx¬ 
ist-Leninist parties in the revolutionary process 
and in socialist construction, and working-class 
hegemony in the liberation movement. “Left” R. 
attacks the theory and practice of scientific commu¬ 
nism and hides departure from proletarian inter¬ 
nationalism behind ultra-revolutionary phrases. 

Revolution, Bourgeois, a revolution aimed 
to destroy the feudal system and establish the 
power of the bourgeoisie, creating conditions for 
capitalist development. In dependent and colo¬ 
nial countries it also aims to win national inde¬ 
pendence. The bourgeois revolutions began in 
the 16th century with a revolution in the Nether¬ 
lands. 

The revolution in England in the 17th century 
was a B.R. that heralded the epoch of capitalism. 

A classic B.R. was the great French Revolution 
of 1789-1794. A B.R. in the course of which the 
bulk of the people raise their own demands is 
a bourgeois democratic one. 

The development of a bourgeois into a socialist 
revolution occurs in different ways in different 
countries. In Russia it happened during the class, 
political struggle between February and October 
1917. It took distinctive forms in countries of 
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Eastern Europe and Asia at the end of and after 
the Second World War (see Revolution, People's 
Democratic). 

In present-day conditions the existence of the 
world socialist system leaves a special imprint on 
the development of B.R. In many countries the 
national liberation movement, which is a B.R. in 
content, is tending gradually to develop beyond 
bourgeois transformations because of its anti¬ 
imperialist thrust and the support of the forces of 
socialism (see Non-Capitalist Path of Develop¬ 
ment). 

Revolution, Cultural, radical transforma¬ 
tion of society’s life by abolishing private owner¬ 
ship of the means of production. It fundamen¬ 
tally reshapes social consciousness on the basis of 
Marxist-Leninist ideology and creates the qual¬ 
itatively new historical type of culture of the 
communist formation. A C.R. does not merely 
consist of measures of enlightenment but is or¬ 
ganically connected with social and cultural 
transformations in all spheres of social life. 

Revolution, Industrial, the transition 
from manufactory based on manual labour to 
large-scale machine industry, resulting in capi¬ 
talism’s victory over feudalism. The I.R. began 
with the invention and use of machines (mechan¬ 
ical spinning wheel, mechanical loom) and end¬ 
ed with production of machines by machines (de¬ 
velopment of mechanical engineering and metal 
working). 

Revolution, National Liberation, devel¬ 
ops out of the national liberation movement in 
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dependent countries, colonies and semi-colonies 
and aims to eliminate foreign domination and 
win national independence, and create a na¬ 
tional state. It is a component part of the world 
revolutionary process. 

Its chief objective is liberation from colonial¬ 
ism and implementation of general democratic 
transformations. In a number of countries, the 
N.L.R. resulted in the victory of revolutionary 
democratic forces and development along the 
path of socialist orientation. 

Revolution, People’s Democratic, the 
revolutions in countries of Europe and Asia at 
the end of and immediately after the Second 
World War. In their content they were at first 
anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, democratic revolu¬ 
tions, which developed into socialist revolutions 
as they tackled the general democratic tasks of 
liberation. 

The motive forces of these revolutions are the 
broad national front of the working class, peas¬ 
antry and other anti-imperialist forces, includ¬ 
ing the petty and middle national bourgeoisie, 
with leadership of the working class headed by 
a Marxist-Leninist party. 

The economic level, correlation of class forces, 
etc., in different countries left their distinctive 
mark on the development of P.D.R., but for all 
the differences the most typical feature of P.D.R. 
in most countries was their gradual transition, by 
peaceful means in the main, from a general 
democratic to a socialist stage. 

Revolution. Social, replacement of one so- 
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cio-economic formation by another, higher one; rad¬ 
ical elimination of an old, outdated system and es¬ 
tablishment of new, more progressive social or¬ 
ders. A prerequisite of social revolution is a crisis 
of social relations resulting from a major lack of 
correspondence in the economic structure: the 
production relations become a fetter on the produc¬ 
tive forces. Types of social revolution vary and de¬ 
pend on the character of motive forces, national 
conditions, the international situation, etc. A so¬ 
cialist revolution is the highest type of social 
revolution. 

Revolution, Socialist, the highest type of 
social revolution, a means of transition from the 
capitalist socio-economic formation to the com¬ 
munist. Results of a S.R. are: taking of power by 
the working class in alliance with other strata of 
working people, destruction of the old state 
machine — the bourgeoisie’s instrument of polit¬ 
ical domination — and establishment of the dic¬ 
tatorship of the proletariat, institution of social 
ownership of the means of production, eradica¬ 
tion of all forms of exploitation and oppression 
and of class antagonisms. Unlike other types of 
social revolution, which changed the form of ex¬ 
ploitation and did not affect private ownership of 
the means of production, a S.R. puts an end to 
the exploiter system. 

The first triumphant proletarian revolution 
was the 1917 Great October Socialist Revolution 
in Russia. 

Revolutionary Democracy, politically ac¬ 
tive strata of the urban petty bourgeoisie, peas- 
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antry and radical intelligentsia that take the 
path of anti-feudal, anti-capitalist and anti¬ 
imperialist struggle, and the parties, organisa¬ 
tions and groups that express their interests. In 
the modern epoch a revolutionary democratic 
solution to the urgent historical problems is 
achieved in the struggle against the monopoly 
bourgeoisie, imperialism and neo-colonialism. In 
the developing countries the leading role is played 
by the revolutionary democrats who rely on the 
peasant masses, the petty bourgeoisie and semi¬ 
proletarian urban strata, and radical intellec¬ 
tuals. Revolutionary democrats are drawn to¬ 
ward the ideology of socialism in its various forms 
and variants. Progress along the non-capitalist 
path of development depends largely on correct po¬ 
litical leadership. 

Revolutionary Situation, the objective po¬ 
litical situation preceding a revolution. An R.S. 
has the following basic features: first, a “crisis at 
the top”, i.e. the inability of the ruling classes to 
preserve their domination in the same form; sec¬ 
ond, aggravation beyond the norm of the social 
antagonism between the ruling class and the op¬ 
pressed masses; third, considerably greater politi¬ 
cal activity of the oppressed classes. Identifica¬ 
tion of the signs of a ripening R.S. is of enormous 
importance in the strategy and tactics of Marx- 
ist-Leninist parties. 

Right of Nations to Self-Determination, 

the sovereign right of any nation freely to secede 
from other national and multinational collectives 
and form its own state; the right of nations to de- 
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cidc their own fate in keeping with freely ex¬ 
pressed will and desires, the right to dispose 
of one’s own natural wealth and freely carry 
out socio-economic and cultural development. 

R. N.S-D. is an intrastate constitutional norm 
and a foreign policy principle of the Soviet state. 

Science, a sphere of human activity which 
studies the properties, relations and uniformities 
of the objects and processes of nature, society and 
thinking; a form of social consciousness. S. is not 
a simple knowledge of facts and laws but knowl¬ 
edge arranged in a system where those facts and 
laws are connected by certain relations and con¬ 
dition each other. 

Scientific and Technical Progress, inter¬ 
connected steady development of science and 
technology conditioned by the requirements of 
material production and greater social needs. 

S. T.P. is closely linked with the emergence and 
development of large-scale machine production, 
which uses new scientific and technical achieve¬ 
ments. Science is increasingly becoming a direct 
productive force. S.T.P. has two main forms: 
evolutionary improvement of the scientific 
and technical basis of production, and revolu¬ 
tionary — radical qualitative transformations in 
science and technology (see Scientific and Techno¬ 
logical Revolution). Under capitalism, S.T.P. is 
used to intensify the exploitation of the proletar¬ 
iat and all working people for militarist 
purposes. Under socialism, S.T.P. serves the 
whole of society; accelerated S.T.P. is essential 
for making social production more efficient. 
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Scientific and Technological Revolu¬ 
tion, radical, qualitative transformation of the 
productive forces by turning science into a direct 
productive force. S.T.R. replaces machine pro¬ 
duction with automated production. Its basis lies 
in scientific discoveries (in the field of the atom¬ 
ic and molecular structure of matter, electron¬ 
ics, practical use of atomic energy, the creation of 
means to automate production and manage¬ 
ment). Under capitalism, the achievements of 
the S.T.R. are used in the interests of the monop¬ 
olies and the military-industrial complex. Its so¬ 
cial aftermath is higher unemployment, intensifi¬ 
cation of labour, and concentration of power and 
wealth in the hands of financial tycoons. Under 
socialism, there is an organic combination of the 
achievements of the S.T.R. with the advantages 
of the socialist system, making it possible to raise 
living standards and create conditions for all¬ 
round physical and intellectual development of 
the individual. 

Scientific Communism, one of the three 
component parts (political economy, Marx- 
ist-Leninist philosophy, scientific communism) of 
Marxism-Leninism, a science about general so¬ 
cial and political uniformities, the ways and 
forms of the proletariat’s class struggle, socialist 
revolution, and the building of socialism and 
communism. In a broad sense S.C. is Marxism- 
Leninism as a whole. As a component part of 
Marxism-Leninism, its social and political theo¬ 
ry, S.C. rests on the conclusions of its other com¬ 
ponent parts philosophy and political econ- 



omy. S.C. substantiates the historical inevitabil¬ 
ity of capitalism’s destruction and the building 
of communism; the historical role of the working 
class allied with all other working people; the 
proletariat’s class struggle and socialist revolu¬ 
tion, and the revolutionary liberation move¬ 
ments; the uniformities and ways of building so¬ 
cialism and communism; and the basic principles 
of the strategy and tactics of Marxist-Leninist 
parties. 

Scientific Forecast, definition and descrip¬ 
tion, on the basis of scientific laws, of natural and 
social phenomena which are not yet known but 
could emerge or be studied in the future. In the 
area of social phenomena S.F. was made possible 
by historical materialism’s discovery of the basic 
laws of development of social systems. Under so¬ 
cialism it is the basis for scientific guidance of so¬ 
ciety’s development. The history of S.F. should 
be considered in the general context of the devel¬ 
opment of ideas about the future of the world 
and of humanity (see Futurology). 

Second International, the international or¬ 
ganisation of the working class founded in 1889 
with the personal participation of Frederick En¬ 
gels. The S.I. helped to disseminate Marxism, 
develop a mass workers’ movement, and 
strengthen and boost the socialist parties. At the 
turn of the century, opportunist elements (see 
Opportunism ) that had begun to revise Marx’s 
teaching, gradually increased their influence in 
the S.I. At the start of the First World War 
(1914), leaders of the S.I. went over to positions 
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of social chauvinism and defended the imperialist 
policy of “their own” bourgeois governments. 
This meant betrayal of the socialist cause and the 
interests of the proletariat and led to the collapse 
of the S.I. 

Second World War (1939-1945), a war pre¬ 
pared by the forces of international impe¬ 
rialism and unleashed by Hitler’s Germany, fas¬ 
cist Italy and imperialist Japan. In the 1930s, 
Germany, having overtaken Britain and France 
in economic development, sought to redivide the 
world. Germany was joined by the imperialists of 
Italy and Japan: on September 27, 1940, they 
signed a pact on a military and political alliance. 
The reactionary governments of Hungary, Ro¬ 
mania and Bulgaria sided with the bloc. 

In an effort to direct aggression toward the 
East, against the USSR, the ruling circles of the 
USA, Britain and France followed a policy of 
“appeasement” in relation to Hitler’s Germany. 
In 1938 the British and French governments 
signed with it and with fascist Italy the infamous 
Munich deal, as a result of which Czechoslovakia 
was occupied by the Hitlerites. On September 1, 
1939, Nazi Germany invaded Poland and un¬ 
leashed the S.W.W. 

Following Nazi Germany’s treacherous attack 
on the USSR on June 22, 1941, the centre of 
events shifted to the Soviet-German front, which 
became the principal one. On the part of Germa¬ 
ny and its allies, the war was predatory and 
plunderous and aimed to establish world domi¬ 
nation and enslave the peoples. On the part of 


the USSR and the other countries that were vic¬ 
tims of fascist aggression, it was a just war of libe¬ 
ration. 

The S.W.W. was the greatest war in humani¬ 
ty’s history. It lasted six years (2,194 days), and 
involved 61 states. Military operations were 
conducted in 40 countries of Europe, Asia and 
Africa, and 110 million persons were drafted into 
the army. The war took 50 million lives. 

The S.W.W. ended with the victory of the an¬ 
ti-Hitler coalition. The defeat of imperialism’s 
strike forces — Nazi Germany, fascist Italy and 
militarist Japan radically altered the align¬ 
ment of political forces in the world and deter¬ 
mined its post-war development. The victory, in 
which the Soviet role was decisive, facilitated 
revolutionary transformations in many countries 
of Europe and Asia, and the formation of the 
world socialist system. The international com¬ 
munist and workers’ movement and the natio¬ 
nal liberation movement in the colonies and de¬ 
pendent countries rose to a higher stage. 

Segregation, an extreme form of racial 
discrimination in bourgeois states, limitation of 
rights on racial or national grounds. S. is a policy 
of forced separation of blacks and other “colou¬ 
reds” from whites. 

Sensation, elementary sensual image, reflec¬ 
tion of individual properties of objects and phe¬ 
nomena of the objective world. S. is a subjective 
image of the objective world. It is subjective in 
form of existence and objective in content since it 
reflects, copies, and photographs the properties 
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of things existing outside and independent of 
consciousness. 

Share, a security evidencing ownership of 
a part of the capital of a joint stock company and 
giving the holder the right to a part of the 
company’s profits in the form of a dividend. 

Simple Capitalist Co-operation, the ini¬ 
tial stage of capitalist production under which 
the capitalist exploits the manual labour of a siz¬ 
able number of wage-workers doing similar 
work. There is no division of labour. S.C.C. pre¬ 
ceded and was the basis for the development of 
manufactory. 

Simple Commodity Production, produc¬ 
tion of goods for exchange through sale and pur¬ 
chase based on the private property and personal 
labour of small commodity producers. It ap¬ 
peared in ancient times during the break-up of 
the primitive communal system and the birth of 
slaveowning society. S.C.P. exists in pre¬ 
capitalist formations, under capitalism and in the 
transition period from capitalism to socialism in 
the form of handicraft and peasant economies. 
Operation of the law of value turns S.C.P. into 
capitalist commodity production. 

Simple Labour, see Unskilled Labour. 

Skilled Labour (complex labour), labour- 
which requires special training and the ability 
and knowledge to perform certain types of jobs. 
In a unit of time (hour, day, week) it creates 
more value than unskilled (simple) labour. 

Slaveowning System, the first class antag¬ 
onistic socio-economic formation based on pri- 
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vatc ownership and exploitation of man by man. 
The S.S. arose on the ruins of the primitive commu¬ 
nal system. Its main classes are slaveowners and 
slaves, along with whom exist free peasants, 
handicraftsmen and other social groups. The an¬ 
cient slaveowning states were formed at the turn 
of the third millennium B.C. (Mesopotamia, 
Egypt). The S.S. reached its highest level of de¬ 
velopment in Ancient Greece and Rome. It 
gradually turned into a brake on the productive 
forces (because the slaves had no property or 
rights and therefore also no interest in developing 
production and using better instruments of labo¬ 
ur). The S.S. was replaced by feudalism. 

Social Consumption Funds, the funds al¬ 
lotted by the socialist state to promote free edu¬ 
cation, health care, scholarships, pensions, 
grants, annual paid vacations, kindergartens, 
day nurseries, etc. 

Social Democracy, a political current in 
the modern international working-class move¬ 
ment that advocates reformist socialism. Features 
of S.D. are: acceptance of exclusively peaceful 
and gradual, i.e. reformist (see Reformism), meth¬ 
ods of social action, a desire to replace class 
struggle with class collaboration, and the idea 
that the state and democracy stand “above 
classes”. S.D.’s ideological and political line 
is opposed to the theory of Marxism-Lenin¬ 
ism. 

While in power or opposition, social democrat¬ 
ic parties have a real possibility to achieve some 
reforms in the people’s interests, but the princip¬ 
al 
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al levers of economic and political power remain 
in the hands of big capital. 

Social Group, a mass of people engaged in 
common activity and having common goals, 
interests, occupations, and so on. A S.G. can 
bring together a large number of people (for 
example, a class or a party) or may be relatively 
small (for example, the employees of an enter¬ 
prise) . 

Social Labour, the activity of people linked 
by social division of labour. In primitive commu¬ 
nal society it is manifested as joint labour within 
a commune. Where there is commodity produc¬ 
tion based on private ownership (in exploiter so¬ 
cieties) it is manifested as private labour whose 
social character becomes evident only via com¬ 
modity exchange, i.e. indirectly. Under socialism, 
it is manifested as labour organised on a national 
economic scale, as direct social labour. 

Social Mobility, movement of people from 
one social stratum (class, group) to another or 
change of occupation within the same social stra¬ 
tum. The best opportunities for S.M. are offe¬ 
red by socialism, which abolishes class antago¬ 
nisms, gives everyone access to education, and 
makes a person’s social position dependent on 
his work rather than on his wealth and back¬ 
ground. 

Social, Political and Ideological Uni¬ 
ty of Society, a qualitative state of society char¬ 
acterised by unity of classes, social groups and 
strata, and all working people’s general interest 
in building socialism and communism. It is an 
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intrinsic feature of the development of socialist 
countries and the world socialist community as 
a whole. 

Social Relations, relations arising between 
and within social communities, groups and col¬ 
lectives of people in the process of joint activity. 
The system of historically determined S.R., in 
which the main role is played by relations estab¬ 
lished in the process of producing material 
wealth, makes up a socio-economic formation. Man’s 
essence is determined by the totality of S.R., in 
which he is actually included and of which he is 
the vehicle. 

Socialism, the first phase of communist so¬ 
ciety. Under S., production is in the hands of the 
people, and exploitation of man by man, social 
oppression, the power of a privileged minority, 
poverty and illiteracy of millions of people are 
eradicated forever. Under S., there is wide scope 
for the dynamic and planned development of the 
productive forces. Scientific and technical prog¬ 
ress brings a steady improvement in the well¬ 
being of the whole people rather than unemploy¬ 
ment. All working people have equal rights 
to a job and remuneration according to the prin¬ 
ciple “From each according to his ability, to each 
according to his work”. The population enjoys 
free medical care, education, and minimal-cost 
housing. An unbreakable alliance exists between 
the working class, the co-operative peasants and 
the intelligentsia, there is actual equality, friend¬ 
ship and fraternity of nations and ethnic groups, 
and real democracy, and a socialist way of life is 
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established. The leading role in society is played 
by the working class and its vanguard, the com¬ 
munist (workers’) party, armed with the ad¬ 
vanced Marxist-Leninist teaching. Socialism was 
first victorious in the USSR; the world system of 
socialism came into being after the Second 
World War and is successfully developing. 

Socialism, Basic Economic Law of, ensur¬ 
ing the complete well-being and free all-round de¬ 
velopment of all members of society through con¬ 
tinual growth and improvement of social produc¬ 
tion. The law expresses the supreme goal of social¬ 
ist production and the means to achieve it. 

Socialism, Utopian, a teaching about an 
ideal society based on the equality of all mem¬ 
bers, collective property and obligatory labour. 
While criticising the system of private ownership, 
the architects of utopia naively opposed exploiter 
orders with fantastic pictures of a new society 
they created in their imagination. They did not 
know the real laws of social development, did not 
understand the essence of class struggle, and did 
not see the proletariat as the decisive revolution¬ 
ary force. 

Socialist Emulation, competition com¬ 
bined with comradely co-operation and mutual 
assistance of working people in socialist countries 
aimed at achieving the highest work indicators in 
all spheres of activity (labour productivity, prod¬ 
uct quality, savings of raw and other materials, 
etc.). The domination of social ownership makes 
the working people feel that they are the masters 
and gives them a real interest in their work re- 
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suits and a desire to help their comrades achieve 
the highest results in production. 

Socialist International, the international 
association of social democratic and socialist par¬ 
ties, which follows a reformist line in the work¬ 
ing-class movement. Founded in 1951, it unites 
over 50 parties and organisations (1977). The 
S.I.’s inaugural declaration formalised its renun¬ 
ciation of Marxism and declared that it aims to 
implement the reformist principles of “demo¬ 
cratic socialism”. Rejecting Marxism-Leninism 
from social-reformist positions, the S.I. advocates 
gradual “transformation” of the capitalist system 
toward socialism. Contradictions between left 
and right tendencies have appeared in recent 
years in many S.I. parties. In some of these par¬ 
ties the tendency toward co-operation with Com¬ 
munists is gaining ground. 

Socialist Orientation, see Non-Capitalist 
Path of Development. 

Socialist Social Self-Government, an 

organisational principle of socialist society based 
on improvement of socialist democracy and ac¬ 
tive and effective participation of the working 
people, their collectives and organisations in de¬ 
ciding state and public affairs. 

Socialist Way of Life, see Way of Life. 

Socially Necessary Labour, the labour 
expended to produce a commodity under socially 
normal conditions of production, i.e. with an av¬ 
erage level of equipment, average intensity of la¬ 
bour and average skill of the worker. S.N.L. de¬ 
termines the social value of a commodity. 
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Socially Necessary Work Time, the time 
required to produce a commodity under socially 
normal conditions of production and with the 
level of equipment, skill and intensity of labour 
which is average for the given society. It deter¬ 
mines the social (market) value of a commodity. 

Society, Scientific Management of, peo¬ 
ple’s conscious, purposeful impact on the social 
system as a whole or on individual sections of it 
(spheres of social life, economic sectors, produc¬ 
tion associations, enterprises, etc.) that ensures 
their optimum functioning and development 
based on the objective uniformities and tenden¬ 
cies inherent in socialism. Managing a society 
scientifically means identifying the progressive 
tendencies of its development and directing its 
movement in line with them, exposing and resolv¬ 
ing contradictions of social development in good 
time, and ensuring structural and functional 
unity of the social system. 

Socio-economic Formation, society at 
a certain stage of historical development that is 
historically determined by the mode of production 
with a corresponding superstructure (see Basis 
and Superstructure). The history of society is a pro¬ 
cess of development of successive primitive com¬ 
munal, slaveowning, feudal, capitalist and com¬ 
munist formations (with two phases socialism 
and communism). Not all countries and peoples 
necessarily pass through all formations or phases 
in their development. Some peoples (for example 
the Germans and the Slavs) bypassed the slave¬ 
owning formation. In the modern epoch, 
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many peoples are on a non-capitalist path of de¬ 
velopment or have made the transition to social¬ 
ism, bypassing capitalism. 

Socio-economic Structure, a sector of 
a country’s economy that is a type of economy 
based on a certain form of ownership of the 
means of production and corresponding produc¬ 
tion relations. It coexists with other forms of 
economy. As a rule, one S.E.S. is dominant, de¬ 
termining the character of the social system in 
the country. Typical of developing Asian and Af¬ 
rican countries is a multistructural economy with 
a sizable share of feudal and semi-feudal relations 
and vestiges of primitive-communal and patriar¬ 
chal economy. 

The economy is multistructural during the 
transition period from capitalism to socialism, when 
three basic economic structures usually exist: so¬ 
cialist, small commodity and capitalist. In some 
countries, patriarchal and state capitalist struc¬ 
tures may also exist during this period. Each 
structure is represented by a corresponding social 
class. In the transition period economy the lead¬ 
ing and dominant role is played by the socialist 
structure and the working class, which represents 
it. 

Sociology, a science about society as a whole, 
individual social institutions (the state, law, mor¬ 
als, and so on), processes and social groups. The 
theoretical and methodological base of S. is his¬ 
torical materialism. Marxist sociologists work on 
social problems of the structural development of 
socialist society, the scientific and technical revo- 
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lution, planning, the socialist way of life, man¬ 
agement and organisation, work and free time, 
the family, youth, science, relations between na¬ 
tionalities, etc. 

Solvent Demand of the population, the real 
demand for goods and services determined by the 
consumers having the means to purchase. 

Sovereignty, a state’s political independence 
in domestic and foreign policy which precludes 
foreign interference. Countries enjoy state S. re¬ 
gardless of the size of their territory, their popu¬ 
lation or social system. 

Soviets, the people’s elective governing bodies 
in the USSR: the most representative mass orga¬ 
nisations, which combine the features of state bo¬ 
dies and public organisations and most fully em¬ 
body the democratic character of the socialist 
state. They emerged during the 1905 Revolution 
as bodies of armed uprising. After the proletariat 
gained power in 1917, S. became the state form 
of the dictatorship of the proletariat and set up 
a new apparatus of power on the debris of the old 
state machine. When the tasks of the dictatorship 
of the proletariat had been fulfilled, the S. 
formed the basis of the whole people’s state. 

In the USSR, the S. are the sole and compe¬ 
tent governing bodies. They constitute a single 
system whose supreme body is the USSR Su¬ 
preme Soviet. The supreme governing bodies of 
the USSR, and the Union and Autonomous re¬ 
publics establish the executive state bodies: the 
USSR Council of Ministers, and the Councils of 
Ministers of the Union and Autonomous repub- 
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lies. Local Soviets set up executive committees. 
The executive state bodies are fully responsible 
and accountable to the bodies of power. 

Standard of Living, all the working, living 
and leisure conditions of people which accord 
with the attained level of social production and 
are conditioned by the dominant social system. It 
is characterised by the volume of real per capita 
incomes, the level and structure of consumption 
of food and non-food goods and services, by the 
level and dynamics of prices of the basic articles 
of consumption and rents, the length of the work 
day and the work week, housing conditions, the 
volume of payments from the social consumption 
funds (under socialism), the level of education, 
medical service, average life expectancy, etc. 

State, an instrument of political power in 
a class-divided society. History knows of different 
types of exploiter states: slaveowning, feudal and 
bourgeois. The forms of government vary (bour¬ 
geois republic, constitutional monarchy, etc.) de¬ 
pending on class relations and the nature of the 
class struggle, but the essence of each type of S. is 
the same: it is the dictatorship of the economi¬ 
cally dominant class. 

In its nature, goals and tasks, a proletarian S. 
differs radically from all previous states. It is the 
S. of a new type; it is neither separate from nor 
opposed to the people. With the victory of so¬ 
cialism the S. ceases to be a dictatorship of one 
class and becomes an instrument of the whole 
people — a state of the whole people. 

State Capitalism, the state’s participation 
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in capitalist forms of the economy. Under im¬ 
perialism it takes the form of state-monopoly regu¬ 
lation of the economy. In the transition period from 
capitalism to socialism S.C. is a socio-economic 
structure regulated by the proletarian state (con¬ 
cessions granted to foreign capital, lease of state 
enterprises, joint companies, private trade, etc.). 
In the developing countries S.C. is represented 
by state enterprises and institutions in the econ¬ 
omy, and measures taken by the state to regulate 
private national and foreign enterprise in the 
interests of developing an independent national 
economy. 

State Loans, credit received or granted by 
the state. The loan bonds are floated among the 
population by subscription and sold through 
banks and on the exchange. These loans may be 
short-term or long-term, internal or external, 
interest-bearing or lottery. 

State-Monopoly Capitalism, a highly de¬ 
veloped stage of monopoly capitalism at which 
the capitalist monopolies and the state join forces 
so as to preserve and strengthen the capitalist sys¬ 
tem and enrich the monopolies, strengthen and 
expand the domination of finance capital, and 
suppress the working-class, national liberation 
and all other democratic movements. S.M.C. is 
monopoly capitalism in the epoch of the general 
crisis of capitalism. The development of S.M.C. is 
manifested in the creation of a state sector in the 
economy and measures of state-monopoly regu¬ 
lation of the economy, establishment of a system 
of information gathering and processing, redistri- 
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bution through the national budget of an ever 
greater share of the national income, etc. S.M.C. 
cannot resolve the basic contradiction of capital¬ 
ism but, by increasing the extent of socialisation of 
production and labour, it hastens the creation of the 
material prerequisites for transition to socialism. 

State-Monopoly Regulation of the 
Economy, a system of economic and political 
measures taken by state bodies of capitalist coun¬ 
tries to benefit big monopoly capital and aimed 
at implementing short-term (mainly anti-crisis) 
and long-term programmes. The state makes di¬ 
rect investments, follows a credit and tax policy, 
and regulates prices and wage levels. The domi¬ 
nation of capitalist private property makes the 
S.M.R.E. limited and contradictory in charac¬ 
ter. 

State Property, under capitalism, it is a form 
of bourgeois property under which the capitalist 
state (central government, local government bo¬ 
dies, special state institutions) own the means of 
production. Its growth is linked to the develop¬ 
ment of state-monopoly capitalism (see also Nation¬ 
alisation) . 

Under socialism, the whole people’s property 
is the basic and chief form of socialist property 
under which the land and its mineral wealth, the 
waters and the woods are the exclusive property 
of the socialist state. The state owns the main 
means of production in industry, construction 
and agriculture, the means of transport and com¬ 
munication, the banks, most urban dwellings, 
etc. 
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Strike, the working people’s principal means 
of struggle against capitalist exploitation, for po¬ 
litical and economic demands. It consists in an 
organised collective cessation of work at one or 
several enterprises. S. are either economic or po¬ 
litical, depending on their objectives. Political S. 
are often accompanied by powerful demonstra¬ 
tions and clashes with the police. 

Suffrage, 1) the totality of legal standards 
regulating citizens’ participation in elections to 
representative bodies of power, the organisation 
and conduct of elections, and the relations be¬ 
tween the electorate and the representative ins¬ 
titutions. 2) Citizens’ right to elect these 
bodies (active S.) and be elected to them (pas¬ 
sive S.). 

Surplus Labour, the labour that is the 
source of the surplus product created by workers 
in the sphere of material production. 

Surplus Product, the part of the aggregate 
social product created by direct producers in the 
sphere of material production over and above the 
product meant to maintain the producers them¬ 
selves and their families, and also to train work¬ 
ers. 

Surplus Value, the part of the value of com¬ 
modities produced at capitalist enterprises which 
is created by the unpaid labour of wage-workers 
over and above the value of their labour power 
and is appropriated by the owners of the means 
of production the capitalists. It expresses the 
capitalist form of exploitation. Production and 
appropriation of S. V. is the essence of the main 
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economic law of capitalism. On the face of things 
S. V. is profit. 

Surplus Value, Rate of (M)/(V), the ra¬ 
tio between the amount of surplus value (M) 
and variable capital (V) or between surplus work 
time and necessary work time expressed as a per¬ 
centage (M/V x 100%). It shows the degree of 
capitalist exploitation of the working class. 

Surplus Work Time, the part of the work 
day during which a worker creates surplus 
value. 

Taxes, obligatory payments collected by the 
state from the population, organisations and en¬ 
terprises. The structure, purpose and role of T. 
are determined by the social system. Under capi¬ 
talism, T. may be either direct (income and 
property taxes) or indirect (collected through 
price rises, mainly on basic necessities). The 
working people bear the principal tax burden. 
Under socialism, T. are a means of planned dis¬ 
tribution and redistribution of a part of the na¬ 
tional income. T. from the population make up 
an insignificant part of national revenues and 
their share is diminishing. 

Territorial Division of the World, cap¬ 
ture of foreign territories for use as a source of 
cheap labour power, raw and other materials, 
markets, for the setting up of military bases, etc. 
A basic feature of imperialism. T.D.W. was car¬ 
ried out by the imperialist powers in the 19th 
century: enormous colonial empires were 
formed the British, French, Belgian, and 
Dutch, with Germany and the USA later em- 
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barking on that road. That brought into being the 
colonial system of imperialism , which was destroyed 
in the 1960s and 70s by the national liberation mo¬ 
vement that relied on the greater economic might 
and political authority of world socialism. 

Theory of Knowledge, or gnosiology, sci¬ 
ence about the essence, uniformities and forms of 
cognition. The history of philosophy knows two 
fundamentally different lines in deciding the 
principal problems of the T.K. the materialist 
and the idealist. They differ by how they decide 
the basic question of philosophy. Idealism says that 
our knowledge is primary, while the material 
world derives from knowledge. Some idealist phi¬ 
losophers deny the possibility of cognition and 
profess agnosticism. Marxist philosophy combines 
materialism and dialectics, making possible 
a truly scientific approach to the T.K. Dialecti¬ 
cal materialism understands cognition as reflection 
in consciousness of objects and phenomena exist¬ 
ing outside us. Practice is the main motive force 
of cognition and a criterion of truth. The cognition 
process develops from contemplation through 
abstract thinking to practice. 

Thinking, a creative ability of man which 
formed and developed in the process of his la¬ 
bour; the highest form of cognition. T. is the com¬ 
plex reflection of the essence of the objects and 
processes in the objective world using abstraction. 
T. is one of the most important components of 
human consciousness. 

Town and Countryside, historically estab¬ 
lished forms of settlement of people that arose on 
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the basis of social division of labour in societies 
split into antagonistic classes. There is a contra¬ 
diction between T. and C. based on the exploita¬ 
tion of the people of the countryside by exploiters 
not only of the countryside but of the towns as 
well. Under socialism all exploitation is eradi¬ 
cated, thus doing away with the contradiction 
between T. and C. 

Trade, the sector of the economy realising 
commodities through purchase and sale. It is di¬ 
vided into domestic (wholesale and retail) and 
foreign T. Under capitalism, T. is a sphere of in¬ 
vestment of trade capital, with the trade monop¬ 
olies dominating in the epoch of imperialism. 
Under socialism, state and co-operative T. is the 
means for selling articles of personal consump¬ 
tion to the population and offering commercial 
and catering services. 

Trade Unions, mass organisations of the 
working class and other strata of working people 
which protect their economic and political inter¬ 
ests. 

In capitalist countries, there is a constant 
struggle between two directions in the trade uni¬ 
on movement the progressive and the refor¬ 
mist. In socialist countries, under the ideological 
guidance of communist and workers’ parties, the 
trade unions are a school of communism, an or¬ 
ganisation where working people learn adminis¬ 
tration and management. The trade unions work 
to increase the working people’s material wellbe¬ 
ing, improve their cultural, everyday and other 
services provided for them, and protect their 
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rights and interests. In newly-free countries, the 
working class and its organisations have been 
growing in number. The largest international or¬ 
ganisation of trade unions is the World Federa¬ 
tion of Trade Unions (WFTU), which includes 
trade unions from countries with different social 
systems. 

Transferable Rouble, the unit of calcula¬ 
tion and means of payment in the clearing-type 
transactions between CMEA member countries. 
Its gold content is 0.987412 g. of pure gold. It 
does not circulate in a concrete form (for exam¬ 
ple as a banknote). 

Transition of Quantitative Changes into 
Qualitative, a very important law of dialectics 
which shows the mutual connection between 
quantitative and qualitative changes in the 
development of natural and social phenom¬ 
ena (Quality and Quantity). According to this 
law, quantitative changes in the condition and 
properties of any material system result at a cer¬ 
tain stage in its radical qualitative, structural 
change, in its transformation into another mate¬ 
rial formation. In its turn, the new quality condi¬ 
tions the new character and rate of quantitative 
changes. This law expresses the intrinsic mecha¬ 
nism of all development in the world and under¬ 
lies the formation of all new qualities. 

Transition Period from Capitalism to 
Socialism, the particular historical period fol¬ 
lowing the victory of a socialist revolution that is 
necessary for all countries. During this period the 
material and technical base of socialism is creat- 
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ed and socialist production relations are formed. 
The state of this period is a dictatorship of the pro¬ 
letariat. There are three main structures in the 
economy: socialist, small commodity and capital¬ 
ist, and three main classes connected with them: 
the working class, the peasantry and the bour¬ 
geoisie. As the socialist economic forms grow, the 
capitalist elements are restricted and then liqui¬ 
dated. The transition period is characterised by 
general uniformities of social transformations 
(leadership of the working people by the working 
class, headed by a Marxist-Leninist party, dicta¬ 
torship of the proletariat, alliance of the working 
class and the toiling peasantry, liquidation of 
capitalist and establishment of social ownership, 
socialist transformation of agriculture through 
co-operatives, planned and balanced economic 
development, a socialist revolution in ideology 
and culture, eradication of national oppression, 
defence of the socialist gains, proletarian inter¬ 
nationalism). The forms in which these general 
uniformities are manifested in each country are 
determined by the historical conditions of its de¬ 
velopment. 

Truth, see Objective Truth,Truth, Absolute and 
Relative. 

Truth, Absolute and Relative, philo¬ 
sophical categories reflecting the dialectical char¬ 
acter of cognition, the reaching of objective truth. 
Human cognition can neither understand all 
phenomena at once nor provide an absolutely 
complete and exhaustive explanation of any indi¬ 
vidual object or phenomenon. Relative truth re- 
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fleets an object not completely but in historically 
conditioned limits. Absolute truth fully exhausts 
the object of cognition. Any relative truth con¬ 
tains an element of knowledge. 

Truth, Criterion of, a means of verifying the 
truth of human knowledge, i. e. whether it cor¬ 
responds to an object. Practice is a criterion 
which reveals the truth of human knowledge. 
Practical verification of knowledge is carried out 
in various forms: via experiments, by applying 
scientific discoveries in production, comparing 
theoretical predictions with 'experience, etc. 

Unemployment, a socio-economic phenom¬ 
enon, inevitable under capitalism, which oc¬ 
curs when a part of the able-bodied population is 
unable to find a job and forms a reserve army of 
labour, making that part of the able-bodied pop¬ 
ulation relatively redundant. The greater sup¬ 
ply of labour power (through natural population 
growth, the ruin of small producers, and the use 
of child and female labour) is accompanied by 
a relative fall in capitalists’ demand for it. Re¬ 
dundant workers are a necessary reservoir of 
manpower under the unplanned and uneven de¬ 
velopment of capitalist production. 

Uneven Economic and Political Devel¬ 
opment, Law of, an objective law which 
states that under imperialism the economic and 
political development of capitalist countries pro¬ 
ceeds spasmodically, resulting in periodic redivi¬ 
sion of an already divided world and a general 
heightening of the struggle between imperialist 
countries, and enables socialism to triumph first 
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in a few or even in one individual country. This 
law was discovered by Lenin. 

United Front(united workers’ front), unity of 
action of various trade unions and party, youth, 
women’s and other workers’ organisations. 
A U.F. was the basis of the Popular Front. 

Universal Connection of Phenomena, 
the most general uniformity of the world around 
us, manifested in the interaction of objects, pro¬ 
cesses, phenomena, properties, etc., as a result of 
which an exchange of substance, energy and in¬ 
formation occurs between the interacting objects; 
a principle of materialist dialectics showing that 
all objects, phenomena and processes are inter¬ 
connected. U.C.P. is a very important manifesta¬ 
tion of the material unity of the world. 

Universal Law of Capitalist Accumu¬ 
lation, an economic law of capitalism reflecting 
the impact of capital accumulation on the posi¬ 
tion of the working class: accumulation of wealth 
at one pole of society leads to unemployment and 
poverty at the other pole and is accompanied by 
an absolute and relative deterioration in the position of 
the proletariat. As capital accumulates, it is con¬ 
centrated and centralised, the organic structure of 
capital grows, and there is a relative fall in demand 
for labour power. Operation of the U.L.C.A. 
heightens class contradictions and intensifies 
the working people’s fight against capital. 

Unskilled Labour (simple labour), the la¬ 
bour of a worker with no special training. In 
a unit of time (hour, day, week) it creates less 
value than skilled labour. 
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Urbanisation, a historical process that gives 
towns a greater role in society. The main sign of 
U. is the increased share of the urban population. 
The modern stage of U. is characterised by con¬ 
centration of the population in large towns (over 
100 , 000 ). 

Use Value, a thing’s usefulness and ability to 
satisfy a certain human need. In commodity pro¬ 
duction U.V. of a commodity becomes the 
bearer of exchange value. 

The USSR Supreme Soviet, the highest 
legislative body of state power of the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics. It is made up of two 
chambers enjoying equal rights: the Soviet of the 
Union and the Soviet of Nationalities, each hav¬ 
ing an equal number of deputies. The USSR 
Supreme Soviet is bicameral because the coun¬ 
try’s population is multinational. The Soviet of 
the Union represents the general interests of all 
people, while the Soviet of Nationalities expresses 
the specific interests of individual nationalities 
and ethnic groups. A joint session of both cham¬ 
bers elects a permanent supreme body of state 
power the Presidium of the Supreme So¬ 
viet - which is accountable to it for all its activ¬ 
ity. Deputies to the USSR Supreme Soviet are 
elected by the Soviet citizens on the basis of uni¬ 
versal, equal and direct suffrage by secret ballot. 

Usurious Capital, a form of capital typical 
of pre-capitalist formations and earning income 
in the form of interest. It appeared during the 
break-up of the primitive communal system. 
Usurers collected huge interest on money loans, 
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thereby ruining the small producers the 
peasants and artisans. U.C. is the historical pre¬ 
decessor of loan capital. 

Value, the labour of a producer embodied in 
a commodity. The V. of a commodity is mea¬ 
sured by the amount of labour and work time ex¬ 
pended on its production. A commodity’s social 
V. is determined by the socially necessary work 
time. V. is manifested as exchange value when 
a commodity is exchanged; V. underlies the price 
of commodities. In commodity production based 
on private ownership, V. is established sponta¬ 
neously in the process of competitive struggle; 
under socialism, it is established under the influ¬ 
ence of planned and balanced organisation of so¬ 
cial production. 

Value, Law of, an economic law of commodity 
production which regulates the exchange of commo¬ 
dities in keeping with their social value- the 
quantity of socially necessary labour spent on 
their production. The law’s character and 
mechanism of operation are determined by the 
system of production relations dominant in the 
society. In a simple commodity economy and 
under capitalism the L. of V. spontaneously reg¬ 
ulates social production. Commodity prices 
spontaneously fluctuate around their value 
(price of production) under the influence of sup¬ 
ply and demand. Under imperialism the L. of V. 
operates through the mechanism of monopoly 
prices. Under socialism this law functions in the 
system of socialism’s economic laws and is con¬ 
sciously used by society in a planned way. 
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Value of Labour Power under capitalism, 
the value of the means necessary for the existence 
of the worker and his family, and for meeting the 
worker’s cultural needs and educating and train¬ 
ing him. 

Variable Capital, the part of advanced 
capital spent to buy labour power and increasing 
in the production process by the amount of sur¬ 
plus value created by the workers over and above 
the value of their labour power. 

Veto, the UN Charter principle of unanimity 
of permanent UN Security Council members in 
decision-making on non-procedural questions. 

Voluntarism, an idealist trend in philos¬ 
ophy that regards will as the supreme principle 
of being. V. is the opposite of intellectualism 
(or rationalism) — idealist philosophical systems 
which consider reason and intellect the basis of 
existence. The term V. is also used to describe so¬ 
cial and political practice that ignores the objec¬ 
tive laws of historical development and is guided 
by the subjective desires and arbitrary decisions 
of the persons engaging in it. 

Vulgar Materialism, a philosophical 
trend that arose in the mid-19th century and 
oversimplified and vulgarised materialism, deny¬ 
ing the specificity of consciousness as social by na¬ 
ture and identifying it with matter. 

Wage-Labour, the labour of workers in capi¬ 
talist production who are deprived of means of 
production and forced to sell their labour power 
to the capitalists and create surplus value for 
them. 











Wages, under capitalism a transmuted 
form of value and price of the commodity labour 
power. They are payment for work done hiding 
the capitalist’s appropriation of the unpaid la¬ 
bour of the hired worker. There is a division into 
nominal wages and real wages. Under socialism 
W. are the money expression of the main part of 
the necessary product which goes to workers’ individ¬ 
ual consumption in keeping with the quantity 
and quality of the labour that they have expend¬ 
ed in social production. 

War, a state of armed struggle between states, 
nations or classes. W. is a continuation of classes’ 
policy by violent means. Since policy is a concen¬ 
trated expression of economics, the ultimate 
causes of W. lie in the economic field. Marxism 
distinguishes between unjust and reactionary, 
and just and progressive W. Unjust W. aim at 
seizing foreign lands, enslaving peoples and redi¬ 
viding the world. Just W. are those waged for 
liberation from class and national oppression and 
for defence from attack by reactionary states. 

War Communism, the economic policy of 
the Soviet state in the period of economic disloca¬ 
tion and the 1918-1920 Civil War aimed at mus¬ 
tering all the country’s resources for defence. Al¬ 
most all industrial enterprises were nationalised, 
management of production and distribution 
were centralised to the utmost, a surplus- 
appropriation system was instituted under which 
the peasants were obliged to sell all surplus to the 
state at set prices, private trade was banned, and 
a ration system, labour conscription and a level- 
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ling of wages were introduced. In 1921 W.C. was 
replaced by a new economic policy. 

Warsaw Treaty — see Warsaw Treaty Organi¬ 
sation. 

Warsaw Treaty Organisation, the military 
and political defence alliance of European social¬ 
ist states. The Treaty of Friendship, 
Co-operation and Mutual Assistance was signed 
in May 1955 in Warsaw by Bulgaria, Hungary, 
the GDR, Poland, Romania, the USSR, Czec¬ 
hoslovakia, and Albania (which withdrew from 
the W.T.O. in 1962). The W.T.O. was set up in 
response to the threat to the security of socialist 
countries posed by the NATO bloc. 

The organisation’s method of work is pro¬ 
foundly democratic and is based on complete re¬ 
spect for the principles of independence, equality 
and sovereignty of its members. It is an example 
of international relations of a new, socialist type. 

The supreme body of the W.T.O. is the Politi¬ 
cal Consultative Committee (PCC). There is also 
a Joint Command of the Armed Forces, a Mili¬ 
tary Council, a Combined General Staff, Foreign 
and Defence Ministers committees, and a Joint 
Secretariat. 

Way of Life, the mode and forms of people’s 
vital activity established in the specific historical 
conditions of a socio-economic formation. The con¬ 
tent of a W.L. is determined by the existing sys¬ 
tem of social relations and is expressed in class 
ideologies and the systems of social and moral va¬ 
lues. 

Way of Life, Socialist, the forms of people’s 
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vital activity intrinsic to socialism and deter¬ 
mined by their living conditions. The socialist 
way of life is directly opposed to the bourgeois 
way of life, primarily because of the fundamental 
difference in their economic principles. Private 
ownership of the means of production gives rise 
to exploitation of man by man and division of so¬ 
ciety into antagonistic classes with different life¬ 
styles, pushes people apart, and, under capital¬ 
ism, engenders very fierce competition between 
them. Social socialist ownership unites people 
through relations of comradely co-operation and 
socialist mutual assistance, and rules out social 
antagonisms and competition between people. 

A prime feature of the socialist way of life is 
emancipation of labour from exploitation and its 
transformation into a duty of all members of so¬ 
ciety. It is typified by humanism and the concern 
of society and the collective for people. It is im¬ 
bued with a spirit of internationalism and implies 
not only legal but also actual equality of nations 
in economic, political and cultural development. 

Whole People’s State, socialist state which 
is the political body of the whole people and is an 
instrument for building communism. The W.P.S. 
succeeds the state of the dictatorship of the prole¬ 
tariat: ; it is a stage at which socialist social self- 
government is exercised. It emerges with a devel¬ 
oped socialist society and the basis for it lies in 
growing social homogeneity, the union of the 
working class, the peasantry and the intelligent¬ 
sia, and the drawing together of nations and 
ethnic groups. The working class remains the 
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leading force of a W.P.S., but, because the ex¬ 
ploiter classes have been completely eradica¬ 
ted and social, political and ideological unity 
achieved, there is no need for class coercion in¬ 
side the country. Relying on the support of all 
people, the W.P.S. does take measures of com¬ 
pulsion against those who breach the laws and 
norms of socialist society. 

Work Day, the time during which a person 
works at an enterprise or in an institution; it is di¬ 
vided into necessary and surplus work time , the lat¬ 
ter determining the volume of surplus value 
under capitalism. The length of the YV.D. is an 
object of fierce class struggle. 

Working Class, a main class of capitalist 
and socialist society, the principal force in the 
production of material wealth and the transfor¬ 
mation of social relations. Under capitalism, the 
W.C., or the proletariat, is the main class explo¬ 
ited by and opposed to the bourgeoisie. Under so¬ 
cialism, the W.C. is the leading force of society. 

The W.C. is the most advanced and revolu¬ 
tionary class; it is the historical mission of the pro¬ 
letariat to replace capitalism with socialism. It 
realises its vital interests thanks to the leadership 
of the communist party, armed with the revolu¬ 
tionary theory of Marxism-Leninism. 

Under socialism, the W.C. ceases to be a class 
deprived of the means of production, moving from 
the struggle against the ruling exploiter classes 
under capitalism to the construction of socialism 
and communism as the leading social force. 

Working Class, Economic Struggle of, 
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class struggle against the bourgeoisie for better 
living and working conditions. Unlike the work¬ 
ing class’s political struggle, which aims to liq¬ 
uidate the capitalist system of exploitation, it 
seeks only to meet the daily socio-economic needs 
of the working masses within the existing system. 
Strikes are the most effective weapon of the eco¬ 
nomic struggle and nowadays they engulf whole 
sectors of the capitalist economy. 

World Capitalist System, all the coun¬ 
tries with the capitalist social system linked by 
economic, political and other relations. The pres¬ 
ent-day W.C.S. is a complex and contradictory 
phenomenon. On the one hand, there is a group 
of highly developed capitalist countries of North 
America, Western Europe and Japan, and, on 
the other hand, a large group of newly-free 
Asian, African and Latin American countries 
with an extremely low level of economic develop¬ 
ment. The aggravation of the general crisis of 
capitalism and socialism’s firmer positions in the 
world arena have engendered a tendency toward 
consolidation. The scale of monopolisation of 
world capitalist economy is increasing. An ever 
greater part of world capitalist production is dis¬ 
tributed according to the spheres of influence of 
the multinational corporations (see International 
Monopolies ). 

World Market, all the national markets of 
individual countries that are linked by trade and 
economic relations. It has been established histor- 
rically as the world capitalist market and is ty¬ 
pified by fierce competitive struggle, closed eco- 
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nomic groupings, increasing difficulties with 
sales and sharp price fluctuations. The world so¬ 
cialist market came into being following the for¬ 
mation of the world system of socialism. Its prin¬ 
cipal features are: planned foreign trade, foreign 
trade monopoly, long-term trade agreements be¬ 
tween countries, steady growth in trade, relative 
price stability. 

The W.M. has been developing on the basis of 
greater internationalisation of production and 
a deepening of economic ties between national 
economies. Under capitalism this process as¬ 
sumes an antagonistic character, thereby heigh¬ 
tening its contradictions. Under socialism inter¬ 
nationalisation of production takes various forms 
of mutually advantageous co-operation between 
socialist countries. 

World Outlook, an integral system of sci¬ 
entific, philosophical, socio-political, moral and 
legal, aesthetic and religious views on the world 
(i.e. on nature, society and thinking) that in¬ 
fluence a person’s value orientation and activity. 
In a society made up of classes with opposed po¬ 
litical and economic interests, the views of those 
classes on social development, the meaning and 
way of life, the essence of cognition, and so on, 
are also opposed. The most advanced world out¬ 
look is Marxism-Leninism , the collectivist and 
internationalist communist W.O., which ex¬ 
presses the vital interests of the working class and 
all other working people. 

World Revolutionary Process, the revo¬ 
lutionary movements of our day in their unity 
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and totality. Its main elements are: world social¬ 
ism, the working-class and communist move¬ 
ments, the movement of the peoples of newly-free 
countries, and the mass democratic movements 
against imperialism and its policy of aggression 
and oppression and for peace, democracy and so¬ 
cial progress. 

The principal revolutionary class of the mod¬ 
ern epoch is the working class the chief force 
fighting to overthrow the exploiter system and 
build a new society. The international commu¬ 
nist and working-class movement is in the van¬ 
guard of the entire world revolutionary process. 
In capitalist countries the antagonism between 
the monopolies and the bulk of the population is 
deepening, which is why a feature of the W.R.P. 
is an upsurge of the mass democratic movements 
in the non-socialist world. And finally, part and 
parcel of the W.R.P. is the anti-imperialist strug¬ 
gle of the newly-free peoples and countries to 
consolidate their independence and achieve so¬ 
cial progress. 

World Socialist Community, the com¬ 
munity of socialist states united by a common 
social system and adherence to the cause of 
peace, socialism, democracy and national inde¬ 
pendence. Successfully functioning within 
the W.S.C. are the Warsaw Treaty Organisation 
and the Council Jor Mutual Economic Assistance 
(CMEA), the international economic organisa¬ 
tion of socialist countries. 

World Socialist System, the social, eco¬ 
nomic and political co-operation of sovereign so- 
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cialist states. Established as a result of the de¬ 
velopment of the international communist and 
working-class movements. The USSR is the 
world’s first socialist state, which was formed fol¬ 
lowing the 1917 Great October Socialist Revolu¬ 
tion in Russia. In 1921 Mongolia embarked on 
a socialist path. Between 1944 and 1949, Alba¬ 
nia, Bulgaria, Hungary, the Democratic Repub¬ 
lic of Vietnam (in 1976 it was unified with South 
Vietnam in the Socialist Republic of Vietnam), 
the GDR, the PRC, the Democratic People’s Re¬ 
public of Korea, Poland, Romania, Czechoslova¬ 
kia and Yugoslavia did likewise, as did Cuba in 
1959 and Laos in 1975. The countries of the 
W.S.S. occupy 26.1% of the world’s territory 
and account for 32.5% of its population. They 
produce over 40% of world industrial output. 
The W.S.S. opposes the world capitalist system 
and competes with it in the economic, scientific 
and technical fields (see Economic Competition be¬ 
tween Socialism and Capitalism). 
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